
St Matthew’s News

What a fantastic start we've had to the New Year!
I'm delighted to share some wonderful moments from our school life over the past two weeks. Our children have settled beautifully back into their routines, showing remarkable focus and enthusiasm. It brings me such joy to see them so engaged and ready to learn after the holiday break.
I'm particularly excited to welcome several new children and their families to St Matthew's. We are thrilled to have you join our wonderful school community! Our existing children have been incredibly warm and welcoming, helping our new friends feel right at home.
Disney Diner
A highlight of our first two weeks back has to be our first ‘Disney Diner’ lunch event yesterday, which was an absolute triumph! The children had the most amazing time, and the energy in our school hall was simply magical. Their rendition of "Hot Dogs, Hot Digity Dogs!" was a moment of pure joy as the hall came alive with beautiful singing after their meal. I don’t think I will ever forget the children enjoying their Disney sing-alongs after their meal. Their voices filled the air with happiness and laughter and there was a real ‘feel good’ atmosphere. One of our children even declared it the "Best day of his life" - what more wonderful endorsement could we ask for? These are the moments that make our work so incredibly rewarding. A massive THANK YOU must go to Ms Clare and Ms Sue, whose fantastic cooking made this day so special. Their hard work and creativity transformed our lunchtime into an unforgettable experience for our children. We continue to be a school that celebrates joy, learning, and community!
 Attendance
We celebrated our highest attending class in assembly this week, which was Nursery and Year 2. The goal is to get our classes to 97% - 100%, as you can see, we are getting so many classes reaching our goal! Well done, everyone! Come on St Matthew’s let’s have a few classes in the target area next week! Year 6 are still struggling with coughs, sneezes and a sickness bug, it so important that we wash our hands as much as possible over the next few weeks to combat this. 
Week Ending 09/01/2026
	Class
	Attendance %

	Nursery
	96

	Reception
	100

	Year One
	98

	Year Two
	90

	Year Three
	100

	Year Four
	89

	Year Five
	96

	Year Six
	87 


 
Week ending 16/01/2026
	Class
	Attendance %

	Nursery
	 99

	Reception
	 96

	Year One
	 96

	Year Two
	 93

	Year Three
	 88

	Year Four
	 98

	Year Five
	 96

	Year Six
	 80


 
House News
Our Houses are continuing to go from strength to strength with all houses scoring well this week but as you can see in the table below, it was Mandela who won the top spot again this week, after winning overall last half term. A huge well done to this house, week-on-week they are in the lead which shows the efforts they are making as a team to raise their points! Perseverance in abundance!
 
Week ending 09/01/2026
 
Malala
2337
Mandela
2857
Pankhurst
2671
Turing
2784
 
Week ending 16/01/2026
Malala
2530
Mandela
3027
Pankhurst
2841
Turing
2963

Special Achievement at Home
As always, we celebrate our awesome children’s achievements at home over the past few weeks. We celebrated Joshua completing his first 5km parkrun at Stretford over the Christmas holidays! I was blown away by his running when I saw him run past me there. We are all incredibly proud of him, he is most definitely letting his light shine.
We also celebrated Lillie-Mai, Jorgie -Mai and Lola’s achievements in Gymnastics. Lillie is making incredible progress every time we celebrated with her last week, we are so impressed with her achievements. All three girls shared their certificates with us and proudly told us about the gymnastic tests and the levels of difficulty. We are so proud of their aspiration and perseverance! 
Finally, we celebrated Angel and her dance award and badge. She showed us her beautiful certificate and told us all about the wonderful event she attended to collect her award during the holidays. Keep letting your light shine brightly, Angel. We are so proud of you! 
Special achievements in Kickstart
We had a special recognition moment in assembly for our wonderful artists who attend Kickstart, who had their drawing published in a book recently! We loved their artwork and how they had magically made food come to life. We are just so proud of them! A huge congratulations to goes to Joshua L, Freya and Ivy N, Iris, Joe, Caris, Ivy H and Heidi. Your aspiration has inspired us all to draw a little more! 

Looking forward to next week…
We have Lacey Green coming to see our wonderful EYFS and KS1 children.
We will be visited again by the team from School Streets on Wednesday and Thursday and our SRE Coffee Morning 9 -10 am.

Have the best weekend everyone and remember if you shine your light brightly enough, you can help others shine brightly too! 

Miss Lynton





