
Key Historical 
Concepts

Substantive 
concepts

second-order concepts 
(disciplinary knowledge)

community 
& culture

exploration 
& invention

Conflict & 
disaster

hierarchy & 
power

change & 
continuity

similarity & 
difference

cause & 
consequence

evidence & 
interpretation

significance

conquest 

invasion

liberation 

military 

occupation 

peace

rebellion

surrender 

treaty 

war

architecture

art

civilisation 

communication 

economy

inspiration 

myth

nation 

religion 

settlement

story

trade

discovery

expedition 

migration 

navigation 

progress 

tools

class

country 

democracy

dictator

election

empire 

equality 

government 

law

monarchy 

opposition

oppression 

parliament 

peasantry

persecution 

politics

prejudice 

reign

ruler

archaeologist

artefact

bias

eye-witness

neutral

propaganda

reliability

source

slavery

state

poverty protection 

tax(ation)

tyranny
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