
Knowledge Organiser 
History: The Victorians

Learning Sequence 
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2
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5

6

Who were the 
Victorians and why was 
it an important time? 

What can a painting 
tell us about the 
Industrial Revolution? 

What did the 
Industrial Revolution 
mean for some 
children? 

What did the 
Industrial Revolution 
mean for people’s 
health? 

What was the British 
Empire? 

What does the 
Industrial Revolution 
mean to us?

‘The Fighting Temeraire’ by 
J.M.W.Turner

Queen Victoria Dr John Snow

Key Vocabulary
Key Word Definition

Industry The work of turning raw materials 
into products in factories.

Industrial 
Revolution 

The change from making things by 
hand to using machines in 
factories. A time of scientific and 
technical modernisation.

Imperialism Taking control of other countries 
to gain more power, wealth and 
influence.

Colonisation When a country takes control of 
others in order to control the area 
and gain riches.

Empire A group of countries ruled by one 
single ruler or state.

Steam 
power

Engines powered by heated water 
to create steam. 

Pollution Putting harmful materials into the 
air or environment.

Sanitation Keeping places free from dirt, 
infection, disease and sewerage.
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