
Knowledge Organiser 
History: Brunel

Key Vocabulary
Key Word Definition

Inventor The person who first comes 
up with a brand new idea or 
thing is its inventor.

Steam 
power

An engine worked by steam

Engineer A person whose job is to 
design or build machines, 
engines or things such as 
roads, railways or bridges

Biography A written history of a 
person's life.

Significant Important enough to have 
made a different to things 
and people. 

Memorial Something like a statue,  
built to remind people of a 
famous person or thing that 
happened.

Chronolog
y 

Putting things in the order 
they happened.

Learning Sequence 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Who was Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel and why 
is he famous? (what does 
it mean to be famous?) 

What did Brunel 
achieve in his life, 
what structures did he 
design and build. 

Why and how were 
these important at the 
time and why are they 
still talked about 
today?
What aspects of 
Brunel's character 
made him successful 
and a significant 
historical character for 
study? 

I can design a 
memorial to a 
famous person’s 
achievements. 
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