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Our School oy o

Resilience Family

A note from Mr Gawne....

It has been a pleasure to welcome our Sherdley family back to school
following the summer break, and it was wonderful to see so many parents
and carers attending our recent ‘Meet The Teacher’ events. Starting a new

class with a new teacher can sometimes feel daunting, but our children
have settled quickly into schooal life, embraced new routines, and made an
extremely positive start to the academic year. Senior leaders and | have
enjoyed visiting all of our classrooms across school this week and it's been
a pleasure to see the hard work and learning taking place.

Sherdley’s Whole
School Attendance
Target for this
Academic Year:

Sherdley’s Whole This is our first newsletter of the year, and | have to start by thanking our Y4
School Attendance children after we walked in on Monday morning to an unexpected flood
since returning in across their shared area and classrooms. The children have had a busy
Sl week but are now back in their classrooms and the area is drying out well.
Please take some time to familiarise yourself with the key dates shared with
you and included later in this newsletter. Whilst these dates may be
updated as the autumn term progresses, this will hopefully allow families
the chance to plan and support school events where they wish to.
Occasionally, school life brings unexpected opportunities or changes at
short notice, but we will always do our best to communicate important
information with you as early as possible.

ATTENDANCE HERO
Here, Every day, Ready,
On time
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A Note from Mr Gawne ... Continued

Next week, | will have the pleasure of interviewing our Year 6 prefect applicants. Alongside our
School Council representatives and House Captains, these pupils will play an important role as
ambassadors for our school.  a
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As we move into Week 5 of the term, | would also like to thank you for your continued support in
maintaining our high standards. Children have returned looking smart and proud in their
school uniform, and | would ask that we continue to work together to uphold these
expectations. We have intentionally kept our uniform policy simple and affordable, but if you
are experiencing any difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Whilst attendance in school has also started well, it remains below our whole school target and
national averages. As we move into the colder months and the inevitable seasonal illnesses
begin to appear, let us continue to work together to improve attendance. If your child is absent
and we have not received a reason, school will make contact with you. In some circumstances,
a home visit may also be necessary as part of our safeguarding responsibilities.

Next week in school we welcome a visitor for our whole school approach to ‘No Outsiders’ where
we focus on our PSHE offer and recognising that we are all different, special and unique. This
week it was also great to welcome in the Anthony Walker Foundation who delivered a special
assembly and workshop to our Year 5 and 6 children to enhance our PSHE offer.

WE BELONG HERE
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‘All different, All welcome’

On a separate note, this week we have also had quite a few residents contacting school
regarding parking and cars that have been left blocking driveways or junctions. School work
closely with the local PCSO team and they, alongside their partners, have agreed to step up

patrols at pick up and drop off times. Can | please ask all of our families to be considerate of our
neighbours and community at these times.
A\

Thank you for your continued support of our school and into the year al Waming
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. e
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Term Dates - 26-27

Term Dates for September 2026— July 2027

Autumn Term:
Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Spring Term:
Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Summer Term:
Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Open on the morning of
Close on the afternoon of

Easter Bank Holiday:
Good Friday: 26™ March 2027
Easter Monday: 29" March 2027

Bank Holiday During Term Time:

May Day: Monday 3™ May 2027

Inset Days:

Tuesday 1* September 2026
Monday 4™ January 2027
Monday 19% July 2027
Tuesday 20° July 2027
Wednesday 21 July 2027

Wednesday 2™ September 2026
Friday 23™ October 2026

Monday 2™ November 2026
Friday 18™ December 2026

Tuesday 5* January 2027
Friday 12* February 2027

Monday 22" February 2027
Thursday 25™ March 2027

Monday 12™" April 2027
Friday 28" May 2027

Monday 7 June 2027
Friday 16" July 2027
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Autumn Calendar Events

Autumn Term Events

Event Date
School opens for Auturmn Term 1 Wednesday 2™ September
Meet the Teacher —Year 6 Friday 4'" September — 9am
Meet the Teacher —Year 5 Friday 4" September — 2:15pm
Meet the Teacher —Year 3 Maonday 7 September — Sam
Meet the Teacher — Year 2 Monday 7" September — 2:15pm
Meet the Teacher —Year 4 Tuesday 8" September — Sam
Meet the Teacher —Year 1 Tuesday B'" September — 2:15pm
EYFS Open Evening Thursday 1* QOctober — 6-7pm
¥ear 3 Stone Age Day Friday 2™ QOctober
Reception & Year 6 Height and Weights Monday 5% October
School Nurse Drop In Wednesday 7% October 9:15-10:15am
Flu Immunisation Thursday 8" October
Warld Mental Health Day — Wear Yellow Friday §'" October
Deadline for Cauliflower Cards to be returned Monday 12™ October
EYFS Open Evening Maonday 12" October — 4-5:30pm
Reception Share & Phonics Session 12th 13% 14th 15% October — Parents will
choose one session to attend — 9-9:30am
Macmillan Coffee Maorning Friday 16" October — 8-10am
Y¥ear 1 Phonics Meeting & Class Visit Tuesday 13" October — 9am
Rock Kidz 2026 Friday 23™ October
School closes for half term Friday 23 October — normal time
School Opens for Autumn Term 2 Maonday 2™ November
Anti-Bullying Week — Wear odd socks day Maonday 16" November
Road Safety Week w/c 16" November
Drop In Parents Evening Wednesday 18" November — 3:15-5pm
CIN Day — details thc Friday 20" November
Individual/Farnily Photographs Tuesday 24" November
¥ear 4 China VR & Dance Thursday 26" November
Christmas Events — Nativity & Concerts w/c 7' December
Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 10" December
Christras Dinner Thursday 10" December — the
Christmas Parties w/c 14" December
School closes — end of term Friday 18" December — 1:30pm
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School Age Childcare Survey

School Age Childcare Sufficiency

Survey for Parents and Carers

St Helens Borough Council is currently carrying out its School Age Childcare
Sufficiency Survey, looking at families’ experiences of childcare including
breakfast clubs, before and after-school childcare and holiday provision.

We want to understand what is working well for families, where they are finding it
difficult to access suitable childcare, and where there may be gaps in provision
across the borough. This includes understanding the needs of families of children
and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

Feedback from parents and carers will help us build a clearer picture of locall
demand and inform future planning of childcare provision in St Helens.

https:/ /www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SchoolAgedChildcare/?
dm_i=YFK,9ANIUB52KH3,1328CX,1,0,0,0



www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

2026-2027 Whole School Attendance

We look forward to continuing to work closely with our
families to ensure the best possible attendance for all of
our children. We understand that children can sometimes
e unwell, and to support attendance where appropriate,
prescribed medication can be signed into the school
office for children who are a little under the weather but
are still well enough to attend school. However, any child
with a temperature of 38°C or above should remain at
home until they are feeling better. Our attendance target
for all pupils remains 96%, and we appreciate your
continued support in helping every child make the most of
their learning opportunities this year.

EVERY SCHOOL
DAY COUNTS

Don’t miss out on the education you deserve,

175 3 There are 175 non-school days during the year to spend on
NON-SCHOOL family ime, viits, hollays, shopping, household fobs and
DAYS A YEAR \ other appointments. Days off school add up to lost learning.

oy 171
DAYS OF
DAYS OF 161
EDUCATION DAYS OF 152
EDUCATION DAYS OF 143
19 days v EDUCATION DAYS OF

29 da
EDUCATION
shamnce absence 18 days

(half a term) absence 47 days
¥Shours | 4472 8hours 190 hours  absence 235
of lost 5 hours of lost

| learning learning
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WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN
POOR ATTENDANCE. VERY POOR ATTENDANCE.

lLess chance of success. Makes  Serious | mpact on education
it harder to make progress. and reduces life chances!
CONCERNING! EXTREMELY CONCERNING!

Good attendance means being in school at least 94% of the time or 180-190 days.
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Attendance: Health Advice

\Is my child too ill for school?

Does your child have a high temperature (38°C or more)?

& NHS!
UK Government

VE

until it goes away.

Keep them off school

‘ No Follow the guidance below.

Your child can usually go to school with a mild cough or cold if they are otherwise well. If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or
nursery on the first day and give them the reason.

Should go in

Should goin
(let the school know)

Seek treatment before
returning to school

A cough, cold or
sore throat

Fine with slight cough or common
cold symptoms, such as a runny
nose, sore throat or headache,

as long as they're otherwise well

Threadworms

Speak to your pharmacist,
who can recommend a treatment.

and do net have a high temperature.

Coldsores
Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone while

they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and towels.

Conjunctivitis
Fine unless they are feeling very unwell. Seek advice from your

pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to
wash their hands regularly.

Head lice & nits

You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GF.

Hand, foot & mouth disease

If they seem well enough to go to school, there’s no need to
keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any used
tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly.

Slapped cheek syndrome

Once the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. Let the
school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped
cheek syndrome.

Impetigo

They'll need treatment from a pharmacist or GP,

often with antibistics. Keep them off school until all the
sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after
they start antibiotic treatment. Encourage your child to
wash their hands regularly and not to share things like
towels and cups with other children at school.

Ringworm

See your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which
case you should see a GP. It's fine for your child to go
to school once they have started treatment.

Scarlet fever

They'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GR.
Otherwise they’ll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child
can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics.

Chickenpox

Keep them off school until all the spots have crusted
over. This is usually about 5 days after the spots first
appeared.

If your child has an ear infection and a high
termperature or severe earache, keep them off
school until they're feeling better or their high
temperature goes away.

They'll need to see a GP. Call the GP surgery
before you go in, as measles can spread to
others easily. Keep your child off school for at
least & days from when the rash first appears.
They should also avoid close contact with
babies and anyone who is pregnant or

has a weakened immune system.

Stay away from school until they have not
been sick or had diarrhoea due to illness
far at least 2 days (48 hours).

Feeling worried or anxious: It's normal for any of us to feel worried sometimes. We may get a tummy ache or headache, or have problems eating or sleeping.
Avoiding school can sometimes make a child’'s worries about going to school worse. [f your child is struggling, please speak to school as soon as possible to

explore available help. If your child is still struggling and it's affecting their everyday life, you should contact GP or school nurse.

To find out more, search www. NHS.uk for the specific illness or infection, or ‘Is my child too ill for school?




Recycle and Raise Money
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HANK YOU!
RECYCLE DON'T BINIT

IF THE BANK 15 FULL
PLEASE CALL
01727807444
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The ‘Sherdley Blue’ Clothing Bin positi
playground has raised £148.80 to date. Thank you and

please continue to send in your clean, unwanted
clothes and shoes.
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Sherdley Shares

Community Food
Pantries

St Helens Mobile Community Food Pantry

Pantries operate as a member-led neighbourhood hub and are
just like a shop, in that you choose the food you want from the
shelves. Members pay a small subscription each week they visit,
and in return can choose groceries worth many times more,
often saving up to £1,000 a year on shopping bills.

How it Works -

ETE:'\'I Find your nearest pantry (you must live in the
1 area in which it is based).

step t ‘G0 along and join on the day it is open, remembering
2 J/J it is open to everyone in that community.

ET_E-,,\, Pay your membership each time you visit.
i/f Sit and have a cuppa while you wait for your turn.

QE?‘. Choose your shopping, which will always be
k“__/' worth more than your weekly membership fee.

@ Tell your neighbours and get them to join too.
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Sherdley Shares

There are five community food pantries available to

residents in 5t Helens town centre, Thatto Heath,
Haydock, West Park and Sutton.

HOPE Pantry Wesley

Wesley Methodist Church,

Corporation Street, 5t Helens WaAID ILF
Opening times: Tuesday, 1.00am - 13.00pm

St Mark's T.A.MN.G.O. Pantry
Park Street, Haydock, 5t Helens WATI OBH
Opening times: Thursday, 8.50am - 1.00am

5t Matthew’s Centre Pantry

5t Matthews Grove, Thatto Heath, 5t Helens WA10 35E
Opening times: Monday, 6.30pm - B.00Opm

& Wednesday, B.45am - 11:30am

5t Luke’s Pantry
Knowsley Road, 5t Helens WATD 4PU
Opening times: Wednesday, 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Sutton Pantry St Michael & All Angels Church
Gartons Lane, 5t Helens WAS ZRA
Opening times: Sunday, 1.30pm - 3.30pm

There are also four mobile community food pantries
available to residents in Sutton, Newton-le-Willows,
Moss Bank, and Peasley Cross.

Sutton Family Hub
Ellamsbridge Road, Sutton, 5t Helens WAS 3PY

Opening times: Tuesday, 10.00am - 12.00pm

Cross Lane United Church
Earlestown, Mewton-le-Willows, WA12 9PT
Opening times: Monday, 10.00am - 12.00pm

Park Farm Community Centre
54 Kentmere Avenue, Carr Mill, 5t Helens WAT 7PG

Opening times: Thursday 10.00am - 12.00pm

Peasley Cross URC
Beaufort Street, 5t Helens WAS 388G
Opening times: Friday 8.45am - 10.15am
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Sherdley Shares

A FREE AND ENCLOSED OUTDPOOR PLAY
SPACE - TO SUPPORT CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE'S SEND & SENSORY NEEDS
IN A GENTLE AND ENGAGING WAY.

A PLACE FOR CALM MOMENTS,
IMAGINATIVE PLAY, AND NURTURING
CONNECTIONS.

SEND SPECIFIC SENSORY BAGS
FULL OF IDEAS - EASY TO
RECREATE AT HOmE

HUB, ST HELENS.
CALL 01744 6713 420
BOO0KA 45 MINVTE SLOT, JUST FOR

YOUR FAMILY

-J:E Family Hub ST HELENS

BOROUGH COUNCIL
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Sherdley Shares

What's on in
St Helens

ADDvanced Solutions Community Network

L. =¥

ADDvanced Solutions

Community Matwork

supports the emotional health and wellbeing of neurcdivergent children and young people, their families
and the professionals that work with them. No diognosis or referral is needed to occess the offer.

ST HELENS Community Network Group

Tuesday afternoons during term time

@D Join us from 12:30pm-2:30pm
Venue: The Living Well,
Alexandra House, Borough Rd,
Saint Helens WAID 3RN

Corne along and meat our team, to learn more
about neurodiversity from those who can share
lived experiences and practical strategies. Our
groups create a welcoming, accepting and
relaxed environment for parents and carers,

knowing you are not on your own.

| Getdrections :

=

o

Willowbrook -
The Living Well

#

]
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The Living Well is
located on Borough
Road, reachable via
tha 10 bus routes from
St Helens town cantrea.

Topics this termc:

Tues 8%
September

Tues 15%
Septamber

Tues 2™
September

Tues 29"
Septamber
Tuas 6™
October

Tues 13
October

Tues 20
October

Open Session - come along,

Choosing a School

%t Helens Mental
Health Support Team

NEW! Preparing for the
Teenage Years

Oifficuttos - Dysiovia

HEW! Meurodive
and Self Harm

ADHD and Rejection

Half Term Break

HEW! mﬁﬂ:ﬂh‘n-
Intense Focus and Interasts

TESSA - Education Advice
and Support Team

NEW! Neurodiversity
and Stimming

Preparing for the
Christmas Break

Supporting Transition

Introduction to Sensory

Processing Difficulties




you can't make

Online opportunities to learm more about nreurcdiversity from the comifort of your own home!
With your caomera and microphone off for your privacy, you can interact using the chat/Q&A feature
to ask any questions you may have. Come along, learn more and get some strategies.

Monday Online
Community Network Group

Mon 14"
September

Mon 21

September

Mon 28+
September

Mon 5%
Octobar

Mon 12"
Cctobar

Mon 19
Octobar

Mon 27
MNowamber

Mon &
Mowvembar

Mon 18"
Mowvembear

Mon 23
Movembsr

kon 30
Movembsr

Mon 7T
Decembsar

Autism, ADHD
and Masking

NEW! Monotropism -
intense Focus and interests

MEW! The Knowing Me Tool
Open Session - come along,
get advice and support

Neurodiversity and
Mental Health

mﬂaﬁm (RSD)

HEWIWHH

Half Term Brealk

Open Session - come along,
get advice and support

Tantrums V Meltdowns -
knowing the difference

NEW! Neurodiversity
and Stimming

Preparing for the
Christmas Break

HEW! The Knowing Me Tool

Heurodiversity and
Gender Identity

Wednesday Online
Community Network Group

Wead 18
September

Wed 23™
September

Wed 30™
September

Wed 7
Octobar

Wad 14=
Octobar

Wed 21=
Octobar

Wad 4™
Mowvermbar

Wad 1™
Mowvembar

Wed 8™
Movembear

Wed 25
Movembear

Wed 2™
Decembsar

Wad g™
Decembsar

Behaviours
that Challenge

Choosing a School

HMEW! Hulwtmphl—
intense Focus and interests

NEW! Neurodiversity
and Self Harm

Meurcdive and
ummlﬂm
SEND Jargon Buster
HEW! The Knowing Me Tool

Half Terrm Brealk

The Graduated Approach

NEW! TI"hI-EI'III'H'i'Iﬂ Me Tool
NEW! Preparing for the
Teenage Years
Preparing for the

Christmas Break

Tantrums V Meltdowns -
knowing the difference

NEW! Neurodiversity

and Stimming

f you ore using o phone, you will need to downlood the foom opp beforehand. Fieose be mindiul of your dobo usoge.
if ywou do not hove on unlimited doto plon, you Moy need o connect to o 'Wi-FA connection to prevent chomes:

Poge 2 | AUTUMN 2026




Learning Programmes

Neurodevelopmental Conditions Learning Programme

This programme aquips parents and carers with a greater understanding of

neurodevelopmental conditions, specific learning difficulties and associated mental health

needs and provides proctical strategies that support the difficulties that may present:

* Neurodevelopmental Conditions - including Autism, ADHD, Sensory Processing Difficulties,
Specific Learning Difficulties.

» Managing everyday challenges and behaviours - including sleep. toileting and eating
difficulties.

= Your Local Offer, disability welfare rights and SEND, Early Help and Education Health Care Plans.

No referral or diagnosis is needed.

Session1&2 Session3& 4 Session5&6

Weadnesday 4" November Wednesday 1™ November Wednesday 18" November

Or join us online...

Register Here

Sessionl Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 Session 6

Tuesday 15"  Tuesday 22  Tuesday 29"  Tuesday 6™  Tuesday 13" Tuesday 20™
Septamber September September October Octobear Dctober

See below our targeted Autism Learning Programmes, for a more
in-depth look at and understanding of Autism.

Poge 3 | AUTUMN 2026




Additional Online Workshops

short, online webinars to help you better understand a topic related to
neurcdevelopmental conditions. Interact via the chat and Q&A with any questions.

Neurodiversity and Sleep Difficulties
Exploring the reasons why neurodivergent children and young people
can often struggle to sleep and the impact this can have on them ¥ -
and their family. Providing practical strategies to improve sleep. :
Tues 22nd September - 2.30am - 1200pm

Autism and Mental Health
Discussing the impact of autism on mental health and how we can

support children and young people’s mental health by addressing
. their neurodiverse needs.

i d Tues 6th October - 9.30am - 1200pm

Barriers to School Attendance

Providing an understanding of common barriers neurodivergent
children experence in the school environment, and how we can
support them to occess education

Tues 17th November - 9.30am - 12.00pm

Autism with Demand Avoidance

Exploring how presenting amxiety in autistic children and young
people can result in demand avoidance, and strategies to navigate
the challenges of demand avoidance in everyday life.

Tues 24th November - 9.30am - 12.00pm

=
'|..‘..-
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If you are using a phone, you will nead to download the Zoom app belorehand. Please be

mindful of your data usage. If you do not have an unlimited data plan, you may need to
connect to a Wi-Fi connaction to prevent charges.

See Page 6 for our upcoming Professionals Training
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INCTUIVUTVCIVIIITIIL LAINd
Mersey Care

pathway drop ins NHS Foundation Trust
Come along to one of our drop in
sessions in St Helens.

Our team will answer questions you have about
the neurodevelopment pathway process.

Tuesdays at Parr
Children's Centre

You don't need to be using our service, you can and Central Link
drop in if you have any questions to ask about this. Family Hub

See details and
We look forward to meeting you. times below

: ; 8 September at Parr 10 November at Parr
14 July at Parr Child
Cen;lr: ;ﬂ;; 12I n;;nns Children’s Centre, 9am to Children's Centre, 9am to
' ' 12 noon. 12 noon.
28 July at Central Link 22 September at Central 24 November at Central
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm. Link Family Hub, 1pm to Link Family Hub, 1pm to
4pm. 4pm.
11 August at Parr Children's 13 Iﬂftﬂbff at Parr 8 December at Parr
Centre, 9am to 12 noon. Children's Centre, 9am to Children's Centre, 9am to
12 noon. 12 noon.
25 August at Central Link 27 October at Central Link 22 December at Central Link
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm. Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm. Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

We work with children and young people with complex
neurodevelopmental difficulties, who need an assessment to gain
a better understanding of their needs.

Parr Children's Centre, Ashtons Green Drive, 5t Helens, WAS 2AP

Central Link Family Hub, Westfield Street, (off Peter Street),
5t Helens, WA10 1QF

If you need more information you can contact us on 01744 415 608
or email: men-tr.sthelensneuropathway@nhs.net
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If you have suffered a bereavement, come along for a chat with
people who have similar experiences. Refreshments provided.

Sat Ird Joanuary 2024 1M.00am -12.30pm
Sat 7th February 2026 11.00am =12.30pm

Sat 7th March 2026
Sat 11th April 2026
Sat Znd May 2026
Sat 6th June 20246
Sat 4th July 2026
Sot 1st August 2026

11.00am -12.30pm
11.00am -12.30pm
11.00am -12.30pm
NM.00am =-12.30pm
NM.00am =-12.30pm
11.00am -12.30pm

Sat 5th September 2026 11.00am -12.30pm
Sat 3rd October 2026 11.00am =12.30pm
Sat 7th Movember 2026 11.00am =12.30pm

We are supporting this year's National Grief Awareness Week
created by The Good Grief Trust. For signposting to a choice of
bereavement services, please visit: www.thegoodgrieftrust.org

Sunrise Ceremony Hall, 5t Helens Crematorium, Rainford Rood,
5t Helens WA10 &DF

Supported by the Friends of 5t Helens Cemetery,
the Bereavement Services Team and other ST HELEMNS
support organisations. BORDGH COUN
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	DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We can also be contacted via the Sherdley email - sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not share information with the office team, you can request a call back regarding a safeguarding worry.
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