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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Policy

1 Aims and Objectives:

1.1 Introduction:

At The Coppice Primary School, we teach Spanish to all children in KS2 as part of the normal school curriculum. In addition to this, we are able to offer a small group of Year 6 pupils the opportunity to learn Mandarin on a weekly basis. As a school, we firmly believe that exposure to different languages has many advantages. Firstly, it encourages children’s curiosity and understanding about the wider world, which is an essential factor in preparing them for living and working within our contemporary global society. Secondly, many children enjoy learning to speak another language and primary school children tend to be less self-conscious at this stage of their development. They are often eager to share their newly-acquired skills through speaking, listening, reading and writing with their peers. It has been proven that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language in question is acquired. Therefore, our inclusive curriculum lays excellent foundations for continuing to learn Spanish, Mandarin or indeed a different language at Key Stage 3 and beyond. 

	
1.1 The key aims and objectives of teaching a modern foreign language in KS2 are:

- to foster an interest in learning other languages;
- to introduce children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;
- to develop the children's awareness that language has structure, which differs from one language to another;
- to encourage curiosity about other countries and cultures and to celebrate their differences and commonalities;
- to develop their speaking, writing, reading and listening skills;
- to lay the foundations for future study at KS3 and beyond.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]2 The Spanish Curriculum, Planning and resources:

2.1 Spanish is the main Modern Foreign Language that we teach in our school. This language was chosen by staff because of Spanish expertise in school and the fact that it is one of the easier languages to learn, being phonetic in spelling. In addition, it is the fourth most spoken language globally. It was also felt it would be popular with the children, because many Coppice families go to Spain on holiday and so the children would have many real-life opportunities to use it.

2.2 We teach Spanish to all children in KS2 for a minimum of half an hour each week (ideally 45 minutes). Children learn 6 units each year – one per half term. This can be supplemented by other simple opportunities to use the language during the course of the day, such as taking the register or greeting pupils in Spanish.

2.3 The curriculum that we follow is based on the guidance given in the revised National Curriculum. We follow a medium-term plan of learning using the resources from Language Angels. We teach the children to know and understand how to:

· listen attentively and join in or respond to spoken Spanish 
· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes
· link spellings to the sound of words; Spanish is a phonetic language
· engage in simple conversations in pairs or groups; asking and answering questions and expressing opinions
· use familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures to build written and verbal sentences
· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation which others can understand 
         -    read carefully and show understanding of simple written material
         -    develop their ability to work out the meaning of new words 
· adapt a model to express their own ideas orally and in writing, to describe people, places, things and actions  
· understand basic Spanish grammar concepts, including: feminine and masculine words, Spanish verb endings (which show the subject of the verb) and the position of adjectives after the noun. 
· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]compare aspects of Spanish daily life and traditions with our own.


3 Teaching and learning style: 

3.1 We use a variety of techniques to encourage an active involvement in learning Spanish. We use the interactive slides on Language Angels to teach the new material. The slides have embedded, pre-recorded sound which can be played to model correct pronunciation should the teacher wish to use it. The sound is coupled with visual cues to help embed learning. Every lesson in a unit involves repetition of previous learning or vocabulary to help transfer this knowledge into the children’s long-term memory. Each lesson involves a speaking, reading, writing or listening task which the teacher can use as assessment for learning. At the end of every unit, there is an assessment task printed on green paper in which the children are tested on what they have learnt in the unit through a variety of speaking, reading, writing and listening tasks.

3.2 The use of ICT is an integral part of Modern Foreign Language teaching. The Language Angels resources are fully online. The resources consist of interactive slides, videos, songs and games. 

3.3 We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of Modern Foreign Languages. We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language and through making pupils aware that making mistakes is a natural part of language learning.

3.4 We aim to use Spanish in the classroom as often as possible. This can be achieved by taking the register and using simple classroom instructions in Spanish. We also aspire for inclusivity by taking the register in a variety of languages spoken in the class.

4 Mandarin Partnership, Curriculum and Delivery

4.1 In addition to Spanish, our school offers Mandarin language instruction to a selected group of Year 6 pupils. This opportunity is made possible through our partnership with Ambright Education Group, an organisation dedicated to promoting Chinese culture and fostering meaningful connections between children from different backgrounds and countries.
Our partner school is a member of the Thomas School Group and is located in Hefei, China. We are proud to be among the first primary schools in the United Kingdom to provide this unique learning opportunity to our pupils.
4.2 Mandarin is taught to this group of children once a week prior to morning registration. Each lesson lasts approximately thirty minutes. They are delivered by a native-speaking teacher employed by Woodrush School, thereby highlighting the strong connection between our two institutions. Indeed, Woodrush School originally facilitated our introduction to the Ambright Education Group, further strengthening this collaboration.
Being taught by a Woodrush teacher ensures continuity and progression in learning. Coppice pupils who later attend Woodrush School will have the opportunity to continue their study of Mandarin through to GCSE and potentially A Level standard.
4.3 We follow the National Curriculum guidelines for the delivery of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL). Pupils are introduced to a range of topics, including self-introduction, family, food, and hobbies.
Fundamental grammatical principles and core vocabulary form the foundation of pupils’ learning, ensuring a secure basis for progression and enabling success at more advanced levels of study.
4.4 Our lessons follow a fortnightly structure. In the first week, pupils are introduced to a new topic and are given opportunities to practise the language among themselves. In the second week, pupils participate in a Zoom session with our partner school in Hefei.
Direct communication with Chinese pupils of a similar age sustains motivation and focus, while fostering an atmosphere that is both enjoyable and supportive. Language learning in partnership with a school abroad is a highly rewarding experience. It promotes accountability, provides additional opportunities for practice, encourages collaboration, builds confidence, and facilitates meaningful cultural exchange.
5 Cross Curricular links:

5.1 English and Maths:

Learning a Modern Foreign Language reinforces children’s awareness of grammar and sentence structure within a language. For example, children learn about subjects, verbs and nouns in Spanish/ Mandarin and how to use these to build a sentence. 

Teaching numbers, dates and telling the time in a foreign language also provide a cross-curricular link to Maths.

5.2 Foundation Subjects:

The teaching of Modern Foreign Languages links with other Foundation subjects. For example, Geographical links can be made when considering the location of Spanish-speaking countries and cities within those countries. Historical links can be made which help to form a basis of understanding of the heritage and culture of these different countries. Children develop their language skills through songs and rhyme, providing links with Music. There are cross-curricular links with Science as some topics cover units that the children have studied, for example Planets and Healthy Lifestyle.

5.3 PSHE: 

Through the teaching of MFL, we celebrate the learning of a foreign language and this broadens children’s understanding that some children can already speak another language or are learning another language. It promotes an understanding and respect for the way in which cultures are different or the same as others. This experience compliments the issues raised during the teaching of PSHE in our school. It develops the children’s awareness of multiculturalism, both in our country and in the world as a whole. The experience of learning a Modern Foreign Language can help develop children’s social skills, by learning to be more confident when communicating with others.





6 Inclusion -Teaching Spanish to Children with SEN:

6.1 We teach Spanish to all children, whatever their ability, as part of the school’s policy to provide a broad and balanced curriculum to all children. All worksheets available on the Language Angels website are differentiated and the teacher should choose the appropriate worksheet for individual children. Differentiated worksheets have word banks, visual cues and/or English translations. Teachers and support staff can support children who need more help in speaking or listening tasks, through modelling and repeating or speaking more slowly. 




7 Assessment and Monitoring

7.1 At the end of every unit in Spanish, there is an assessment task printed on green paper in which the children are tested on what they have learnt in the unit through a variety of speaking, reading, writing and listening tasks. Assessment tasks are marked and the scores are uploaded on the data tracker on the Language Angels website. Teachers use this data to monitor pupils’ progress and to see which pupils needed differentiated worksheets or further support.

Mandarin is assessed informally through our fortnightly zoom calls with Hefei. Children are encouraged to help their Chinese counterparts with grammar and pronunciation and initiate conversations.

7.2 There are opportunities to liaise with local secondary schools, so that they are aware of the modern foreign language experience of our children when they move to the next phase of their education.

         
 8 GDPR:

 Data Protection Statement:
The procedures and practice created by this policy have been reviewed in the light of our GDPR Data Protection Policy. All data will be handled in accordance with the school’s GDPR Data Protection Policy.
	Name of policy
	Content
	Reason for policy
	Who does it relate to?
	Where is it stored?

	


MFL 





	
Key information concerning the teaching and learning of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)
	
To inform all stakeholders on how Modern Foreign Languages are taught at The Coppice.
	
Children, Teachers, Parents, Trustees and Ofsted.
	
By the Curriculum Coordinator and through The  Governing Body via The Curriculum Sub-Committee.



As such, our assessment is that this policy:
	Has Few / No Data Compliance Requirements
	Has A Moderate Level of Data Compliance Requirements
	Has a High Level Of Data Compliance Requirements

	X

	
	






9 Monitoring and review:

9.1	The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in MFL is the responsibility of the MFL subject leader and the Senior Leadership Team. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of MFL, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The MFL subject leader creates and reviews a yearly action plan, indicating areas for further improvement for the subject which is shared with the head teacher and relevant Trustee.  The subject leader is also responsible for providing regular updates in the report to Trustees.

This policy is a working document and is therefore open to change and restructuring as and when the need arises.  

This policy will be reviewed every three years.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Signed: Heather Abbotts

Date: 23.02.2026
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