
GCSE English Language
Graded 1-9 (not tiered)

GCSE English Literature
Graded 1-9 (not tiered)

G Grade = Grade 1

Pass = Grade 4

Strong Pass = Grade 5

A Grade = Grade 7

A* Grade = Grade 8

A** Grade = Grade 9



All examined… No coursework… And closed book…



English Language = two examined papers

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading

and Writing

Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

Section A: Reading

• One unseen literature fiction extract from 

20th or 21st century

Section B: Writing

• Descriptive or narrative writing

Section A: Reading

• Two non-fiction texts (one from 19th century)

Section B: Writing

• Writing to present a viewpoint 

(argue/persuade)

How it’s assessed

• Written exam

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 80 marks

• 50% of GCSE

How it’s assessed

• Written exam

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 80 marks

• 50% of GCSE

Questions

Reading (40 marks)

• 1 short recall question

• 2 longer analysis questions

• 1 extended evaluative question

Writing (40 marks)

• 1 creative writing question (24 marks for 

content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)

Questions

Reading (40 marks)

• 1 short true/false question

• 2 longer analysis questions

• 1 extended comparison question

Writing (40 marks)

• 1 persuasive writing question (24 marks for 

content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)



Mock before half-term (WB 14 October) – Language Paper 2

You will be sitting a mock on Language Paper 2.  

Revision in tutorial and after school on Mondays will help you prepare for 

this exam.



Homework and online revision platforms

Your teachers will set you recall questions on what you are learning in 

class on Educake. You will also be using Educake in other subjects. 

To revise further, use YouTube and BBC Bitesize for tuition videos on all 

questions in Language and Literature and questions and quizzes on all 

elements of the course.

If you want extension home learning from your teacher, ask them or me 

for past papers to work through at home. We also have exemplar 

student responses from previous years to help you shape your answers.



Paper 1 Section B: Sample question 5

You are going to enter a creative writing competition. Your entry will be judged by a panel 

of people of your own age. 

Either: Write a description suggested by this picture:

Or: Write the opening part of a story about a place that is severely affected by the 

weather. 

[24 marks for content and organisation

16 marks for technical accuracy]  [40 marks]



Paper 2 Section A: Sample question 4

For this question, you need to refer to the whole of source A together with 

source B, the father’s letter to a family friend.

Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to parenting and 

education.

In your answer, you should:

• compare their different attitudes

• compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes

• support your ideas with quotations from both texts. 

[16 marks]



Paper 2 Section B: Sample question 5

‘Homework has no value. Some students get it done for them; some don’t 

do it at all. Students should be relaxing in their free time.’ 

Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you explain 

your point of view on this statement.  

(24 marks for content and organisation

16 marks for accuracy)

[40 Marks]



English Language – two papers

Revision

1. Read lots of extracts from the beginning or the end of novels

2. Read lots of newspaper articles and non-fiction texts (such as BBC Thought For the Day transcripts, letters, editorials, 

diary entries, travel writing)

Ask yourself questions while you are reading: 

• why is it written like this? 

• What is the purpose? 

• Is there a shift in focus? 

• Do I feel sympathy for a character? 

• What is the tone of the piece (humorous? cynical? angry? cold? affectionate? nostalgic?)

• Why have certain words or phrases been used? What is the impact?

• What is the initial focus? Why?

• Do I want to read on? Why? Why not?

3. Write short, crafted, accurate pieces of descriptive,  narrative or persuasive writing. 

• Aim for 2-4 pages maximum

• Plan your structure carefully… try a cyclical structure, a motif, a cliff-hanger, a flashback.

• Use language deliberately for impact; use a thesaurus to widen your vocabulary; use figurative language

• Vary your sentence length and the words you begin your sentences with

• Paragraph work deliberately… try a one sentence paragraph

• Read your work and redraft it, improving it



English Literature = two examined papers
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century 

Novel

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

What’s Assessed:

• Shakespeare – Macbeth

• The 19th Century Novel – A Christmas Carol by 

Dickens

What’s Assessed:

• Modern Texts – An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley

• Poetry – The Power and Conflict Cluster from the AQA 

Anthology

• Unseen poetry

How it’s assessed

• Written exam

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 64 marks

• 40% of GCSE

How it’s assessed

• Written exam

• 2 hours 15 minutes

• 96 marks

• 60% of GCSE

Questions

Section A Shakespeare / Section B The 19th

Century Novel

• One question on Macbeth

• One question on A Christmas Carol 

• Closed book exam

• Refer to an extract in detail and the play/novel 

as a whole

• Track a concept/theme through the play/novel

• Engage with the characters and their journey

• Refer to quotations/details from the wider 

play/novel

Questions

Section A Modern Texts

• One question from a choice of two on An Inspector Calls 

by JB Priestley

• No extract, closed book

Section B Poetry

• One comparative question on one named poem printed 

on the paper and a poem of their choice from the same 

cluster

Section C Unseen poetry

• One question on an unseen poem

• One question comparing the methods used by the poet in 

that unseen poem and the methods used by a poet in yet 

another unseen poem



MACBETH We will proceed no further in this business:

He hath honour'd me of late; and I have bought

Golden opinions from all sorts of people,

Which would be worn now in their newest gloss,

Not cast aside so soon.

LADY MACBETH Was the hope drunk

Wherein you dress'd yourself? hath it slept since?

And wakes it now, to look so green and pale

At what it did so freely? From this time

Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard

To be the same in thine own act and valour

As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that

Which thou esteem'st the ornament of life,

And live a coward in thine own esteem,

Letting 'I dare not' wait upon 'I would,'

Like the poor cat i' the adage?

MACBETH Bring forth men-children only;

For thy undaunted mettle should compose

Nothing but males. Will it not be received,

When we have mark'd with blood those sleepy two

Of his own chamber and used their very daggers,

That they have done't?

Paper 1: Macbeth sample question

Starting with this speech, explain 

how far you think Shakespeare 

presents Lady Macbeth as a 

powerful woman.

Write about:  

• How Shakespeare presents 

Lady Macbeth in this speech 

• How Shakespeare presents 

Lady Macbeth in the play as a 

whole.



External heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge. No 

warmth could warm, no wintry weather chill him. No wind that 

blew was bitterer than he, no falling snow was more intent 

upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open to entreaty. Foul 

weather didn't know where to have him. The heaviest rain, 

and snow, and hail, and sleet, could boast of the advantage 

over him in only one respect. They often "came down" 

handsomely, and Scrooge never did. 

Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome 

looks, "My dear Scrooge, how are you? When will you come 

to see me?" No beggars implored him to bestow a trifle, no 

children asked him what it was o'clock, no man or woman 

ever once in all his life inquired the way to such and such a 

place, of Scrooge. Even the blind men's dogs appeared to 

know him; and when they saw him coming on, would tug their 

owners into doorways and up courts; and then would wag 

their tails as though they said, "No eye at all is better than an 

evil eye, dark master!" 

But what did Scrooge care? It was the very thing he liked. To 

edge his way along the crowded paths of life, warning all 

human sympathy to keep its distance, was what the knowing 

ones call "nuts" to Scrooge. 

Starting with this extract,

how does Dickens present 

Scrooge as an outsider to 

society?  

Write about:

• How Dickens presents 

Scrooge in this extract

• How Dickens presents 

Scrooge as an outsider to 

society in the novel as a 

whole.

Paper 1: A Christmas Carol sample question



Paper 2: An Inspector Calls sample question

EITHER

01 How far does Priestley present Mrs Birling as an unlikeable character?

Write about:

• what Mrs Birling says and does in the play

• how Priestley presents her by the ways he writes.

[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]

OR

02 How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to suggest ways that 

society could be improved?

Write about:

• what society is shown to be like in the play and how it might be improved

• how Priestley presents society through what the Inspector says and does.

[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]



Paper 2: Power and Conflict sample question



When I taught you

at eight to ride

a bicycle, loping along

beside you

as you wobbled away

on two round wheels,

my own mouth rounding

in surprise when you pulled

ahead down the curved

path of the park,

I kept waiting

for the thud

of your crash as I

sprinted to catch up,

while you grew

smaller, more breakable

with distance,

pumping, pumping

for your life, screaming

with laughter,

the hair flapping

behind you like a

handkerchief waving

goodbye.

Linda Pastan

27.1 

In ‘To a Daughter Leaving Home’, how does 

the poet present the speaker’s feelings about 

her daughter?

[24 marks]

Paper 2: Unseen Poetry sample question



My little sister likes to try my shoes,

to strut in them,

admire her spindle-thin twelve-year-old legs

in this season’s styles.

She says they fit her perfectly,

but wobbles

on their high heels, they’re

hard to balance.

I like to watch my little sister playing hopscotch,

admire the neat hops-and-skips of her,

their quick peck,

never-missing their mark, not

over-stepping the line.

She is competent at peever*.

I try to warn my little sister

about unsuitable shoes,

point out my own distorted feet, the callouses,

odd patches of hard skin.

I should not like to see her

in my shoes.

I wish she could stay sure footed,

sensibly shod.

Liz Lochhead

*peever – another name for the game of hopscotch

27.2

In both ‘Poem for My Sister’ and ‘To 

a Daughter Leaving Home’ the 

speakers describe feelings about 

watching someone they love grow 

up. What are the similarities and/or 

differences between the ways the 

ways the poets present these 

feelings?

[8 marks]

Paper 2: Unseen Poetry Comparison sample question



English Literature – two papers 

Revision

1. Read and re-read Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, the Power and Conflict poetry cluster 

and the poems in the Unseen booklet (for practice)

2. Watch any film versions of the texts and discuss the director’s interpretation of the story… is it the same as 

yours? Why?

3. Use the revision guide.

4. Listen to online podcasts of the Literature texts – Use BBC Bitesize

Ways of making notes when reading and revising:

• Mind-map the characters, action, themes and include key, short quotations

• Track a character through the text… create a flowchart of the important events in their story and include key, 

short quotations

• Where do you feel sympathy for a character? Why? Find a quotation to show this

• Create post-it notes of ten key, short quotations from the texts and stick them around your room!

• Find images that link to the key events or themes in the text. Write key, short quotations on the back of them

• Research what was happening at the time the texts were written and received. How might this have 

influenced the writer and audience/reader?

• Practise answering lots of timed questions… ask your teacher for past papers 

• Use Educake



What Language Paper 2 looks like




