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Dear Parents


Easter Service
We were incredibly proud of our pupils during this year’s Easter Church Service. Their singing filled the church with warmth and reverence, and their conduct throughout was exceptional. The children used their voices and facial expressions with real maturity, bringing to life the emotion and meaning at the heart of the Easter story in a way that was both moving and powerful. Our Year 6 pupils deserve special praise for the confidence and clarity with which they delivered their readings and prayers, guiding us thoughtfully through the narrative of Holy Week and Easter. We were also treated to a beautiful rendition of Amazing Grace from our three talented Year 6 violinists, followed by a wonderfully expressive performance from our school choir. We are so proud of every child who took part and wish all our families a blessed Easter and a restful spring holiday.

Red Nose Day
I am pleased to share that we have raised £76.50 so far for the Red Nose Day appeal.  If anyone would like to contribute to this worthy cause, please do so via your Scopay account.  The final amount will be transferred to the charity after Easter.  Thank you for your support.

Looking ahead – Dates for your diary
William Gilbert plans to mark Sir David Attenborough’s 100th Birthday 
On 8th May, we will be joining people around the world in celebrating Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday. Throughout the week, children will take part in a range of learning opportunities, events and activities inspired by his remarkable contribution to our understanding of the natural world. This milestone offers a wonderful chance for our school community to explore themes of conservation, biodiversity and the beauty of our planet.

100-Themed Activities and WWF Fundraising
As part of our celebrations, we will be taking on a series of “100-themed” challenges. One of our goals is to raise £100 for the World Wildlife Fund. To do this, children will have the opportunity to buy a plain pebble for £1, take it home, and transform it into an animal-themed artwork. Once decorated, the pebbles will be returned to school and displayed before being placed around the village by our Junior Travel Ambassadors for families to spot on their walks and scoots to school. We hope to create and distribute 100 painted animal pebbles, one for every year of Sir David’s inspiring life. Further information and dates will be shared in the new term.  Pebbles will be on sale in school from Monday 13th – 17th April at lunchtimes. To participate send £1 with your child.

Creating 100 Bug Hotels for Biodiversity
Our Eco Committee will also be leading an exciting project focused on supporting local wildlife by teaching children how to create simple bug hotels at home. These small structures provide valuable habitats for insects and help to increase biodiversity in our gardens. We would love to challenge the whole school community to see if we can collectively create 100 bug hotels during the month of May, adding another “100” to our celebrations while making a positive impact on the natural environment around us.



Walk to School Month – Can We Walk 500 Miles?
As part of our Walk to School Month in May, we will be encouraging all families to take part in our whole-school challenge: can we walk a collective 500 miles over the course of the month? Every walk, scoot or cycle to school will help us reach our goal. This links beautifully with our environmental focus for the term, promoting healthy habits and reducing our carbon footprint as a school community.
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH 
Artist of the Month Winners
Congratulations to Jack Stack in EYFS, Lexi Burton in KS1 and Hannah Macdonald in KS2 who were selected as the Artists of the Month for March, inspired by the work of the artist Georges Seurat. We received an incredible range of Pointillism artwork, and these pieces will be proudly displayed in the school’s art gallery.

In April, our Artist of the Month will be Henri Rousseau, whose vivid jungle scenes and imaginative depictions of animals make him the perfect inspiration for our David Attenborough celebrations. We invite children to create their own pieces of animal art inspired by Rousseau’s style. These will form a special gallery displayed in school throughout May, showcasing our pupils’ creativity and love for the natural world in honour of Sir David’s birthday.

To enter you need to respond to the artist however you choose. Put your entry into the ‘Artist of the Month’ basket next to the art gallery display or email it to enquiries@williamgilbertend.derbyshire.sch.uk with the title 'Artist of the Month'. Further information about the Artist of the Month for April can be found here: https://www.williamgilbertend.derbyshire.sch.uk/art/

Closing date for artwork: Thursday 30th April 2026

Save the date – William Gilbert’s Primary Parkrun
Our ECO Committee is excited to launch another whole‑school challenge linked to our “100” theme, encouraging everyone to get active while supporting our wellbeing and the environment. As a school, we are always looking for meaningful ways to promote healthy lifestyles, and we are delighted to announce that we have now registered to become a Primary Parkrun School. Parkrun’s mission is to create a healthier and happier planet for everyone, and by joining this initiative we will be encouraging our children, families and staff to enjoy regular physical activity outside of the school day. Junior parkrun not only helps to build positive, lifelong attitudes towards movement, it also strengthens community connections by bringing families together in an inclusive, supportive environment. 

Children can take part by running or walking, developing confidence, new skills and a strong sense of belonging. We are planning our first school parkrun meet‑up on Sunday 10th May at Markeaton Park, so please save the date! If 50 children join Mrs Reed and the ECO Committee to complete the 2km route, we will collectively reach an incredible 100km, marking another milestone in our “100” celebrations. Our ECO Committee will share more details, along with an assembly, after the holidays. We hope many of our families will join us as we take steps, quite literally, towards a healthier future together.

Christian Aid Week Coffee Morning
Also in May, we will be supporting Christian Aid Week by hosting a community coffee morning on Friday 15th May. Families, friends and pre-school children are warmly invited to join us. Further details will follow closer to the time, but we will be asking for donations of cakes and biscuits to sell, with all proceeds going directly to Christian Aid. This event offers a lovely opportunity to come together as a community while supporting an important cause.







KS2 Team Point Prize 
We ended the term with a brilliant celebration of our KS2 Team Prize winners. This month, the Green Team came out on top and enjoyed a fun treat of juice and crisps at playtime. Every monthly winning team earns raffle tickets, and at the end of each term three lucky tickets are drawn for a fantastic prize kindly provided by our PTA. This term, three Clip and Climb vouchers were up for grabs! Children can earn tickets for great learning attitudes, outstanding effort, making a difference to others, representing the school, and excellent attendance. Congratulations to James Spencer, Matilda Newell and Henry Cummings, whose ticket was drawn for the Clip and Climb prize. Well done to everyone for showing such teamwork, enthusiasm and positivity this term!


PE timetable changes for Summer Term 1 half term 13.4.26 -21.5.26
Children need to wear their PE kit on the following days:

Reception: Monday
Year 1: Monday and Wednesday
Year 2: Monday and Friday
Year 3: Monday and Thursday
Year 4: Monday and Wednesday
Year 5: Tuesday and Wednesday
Year 6: Monday and Thursday

Reminder from the School Office
Could I politely remind you again to log on to your Scopay accounts and pay any outstanding balances for trips, events and dinner money this half term. There are several trips that have taken place with money still owed.  

Please note that your child’s Scopay account will now show an outstanding balance as the school lunches for next half term have been populated.  Could I please ask parents to keep track of outstanding amounts so that regular payments are made.

If parents/carers have any financial concerns regarding outstanding balances, please contact Mrs Manners in the school office, in confidence, to discuss.

If you have any queries, please contact the school office.

Easter Holidays
School closes for the Easter term vacation today, Friday 27th March and reopens at normal time (8:40am) on Monday 13th April.  I hope you have an enjoyable break, and the sun shines.


Yours sincerely



Mrs E H Britten
Headteacher
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