
GCSE Mathematics 
Information



Exam Information

• The exam consists of three papers.
• Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes long and out of 80 marks.
• The scores for all three are added together for a total of 240 marks, then the pupils are 

given a grade based on this score.
• Paper 1 is non-calculator exam. Papers 2 and 3 are calculator exams. 

• We use the exam board Edexcel (Pearson).



Exam Information
• There are two tiers of entry: Higher 

and Foundation.
• Sets 1-3 will be entered into Higher 

and sets 4-8 will be entered into 
Foundation.



How to Revise
• Best form of revision is exam practice. Do as many test paper as you can! You will 

get at least one test paper/part of a test paper per week to complete for 
homework. We consider this to be the minimum required, excelling students will 
do more per week.  

• Revision guides and workbooks are available from the school. £5.99 each from Pearson, 
school are selling them for £5 for the two books combined. 

We also offer a revision lesson every 
Thursday after school from 3:15 to 4:15 
with your class teacher.  



Using Your Mocks
• After every pupil in Year 11 has done their Mocks (we will do two – one in 

November and one in March) they will be provided with a QLA (question level 
analysis).

• A QLA informs a pupil how they scored on each question on their test. Giving them either 
a colour:

• Green - correct or scored nearly all marks
• Amber - scored some of the marks.
• Red - didn’t score many or no marks at all.



Using the QLA

• The QLA tells pupils the topics that they were good at and the topics which they need to 
improve on.

• Pupils should use this as their guide when choosing topics to revise. Start with red topics, 
then move onto amber. 



Useful Websites
There are plenty of websites you can use to revise. Pupils should firstly use their QLA 
to identify topics that they need to revise then use either their revision books or one 
of the following websites:

• Maths Genie - useful for videos explaining topics and questions to practice. Has lots of past 
papers and predicted papers.

• Youtube – Hegarty Maths videos are good.

• Just Maths – questions and exam papers with solutions. Need a login: 

Login: Derbystudent
Password: Derby

• Corbett Maths- useful for videos explaining topics and questions to practice. Has lots of 
fluency questions.



Mathsgenie.co.uk When you visit 
www.mathsgenie.co.uk you 
will first see this as their home 
page.

If you have identified topics 
from your QLA to revise then 
click on GCSE revision where 
you can find some useful 
materials.

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


Mathsgenie.co.uk Here you can find topics listed 
in grade order. Remember: 
Foundation – Grades 1 to 5
Higher – Grades – all grades 
but specifically grades 3 to 9

You can either manually 
search for the topic you’re 
looking for by scrolling or if 
you press ’Ctrl’ and ‘f’ then 
you can type your required 
topic into the search bar 

By clicking on the name of the 
topic you will be taken to a 
page with explanation videos. 

Watch the videos to give 
yourself a better 
understanding of the topic. 



Mathsgenie.co.uk If you think you have a good 
understanding of the topic 
and would just like to practice 
exam questions then click 
here on ‘exam questions’

This will take you to this page 
which has a range of exam 
questions which can be 
completed on paper.

By click on the topic name 
under the exam questions 
booklet column, you can find 
the same questions but 
presented to you like a test 
paper with space provided for 
you to complete the 
questions. This is handy if you 
have a printer at home. 

Once you have answered 
the questions you can check 
your answers by clicking on 
the solutions 

This provides you with worked 
solutions which shows you every 
step of the working out. This is also 
very useful if you don’t know how 
to start a question. 



Mathsgenie.co.uk
Once you have been through all of the 
red and amber topics on your QLA (or 
if you would just like some exam 
practice), you can begin to complete 
some exam papers. You can access 
these by hovering over the ‘GCSE 
papers’
Make sure you select ‘Edexcel Exam 
papers’ 

Here you’ll find test papers for both 
higher and foundation. 

By clicking on the name of the paper 
in the ‘paper’ column

It will open up a PDF of the test 
paper. This can either be completed 
on paper or printed out (if you have a 
printer)



Mathsgenie.co.uk
By clicking on the name of the MS 
icon on the ‘Answers’ column

It will open up a PDF of the mark 
scheme . This is useful if you would 
like to know how the marks are 
awarded for each question. 

By clicking on the name of the ANS 
icon on the ‘Answers’ column

It will open up a PDF of the solutions. 
This is useful if you would like to see 
the working out for a question in 
order to help you understand how 
you might answer a question like this. By clicking on the name of the ‘play’ 

icon on the ‘Answers’ column
It will open up an explanation video 
for each question. You can use the 
scroll at the bottom to skip to your 
desired question.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Mathsgenie.co.uk 
	Mathsgenie.co.uk 
	Mathsgenie.co.uk 
	Mathsgenie.co.uk 
	Mathsgenie.co.uk 

