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A note from Mr Gawne ...
Where has the year gone? Once again, this term seems to have
flown by, filled with so many moments to celebrate. The children

have made pleasing progress across the term, sharing new
knowledge, enjoying new experiences, and filling our school with fun

and laughter. It has been a joy to see their enthusiasm and
commitment to learning shine through across school.

Over the past two years, writing has been a key priority for us here at
Sherdley, and it has been wonderful to see the fruits of that focus. Right up
until last week, children across the school were proudly sharing their writing
with me, and I have been genuinely impressed by the quality of their work.
Year 2’s imaginative pieces inspired by Bob the Man on the Moon were a
delight to read, while Year 6’s creative and descriptive writing linked to
Oscar Wilde’s The Selfish Giant showed real flair and maturity. We certainly
have some budding young authors in our midst—keep up the fantastic
work!

The last three weeks have seen Sherdley in full festive mode, and I must
congratulate all of our children and staff for the wonderful performances
they have put on. These events take a great deal of preparation behind the
scenes, and I am so grateful to our staff for their dedication and to the
children for their talent and enthusiasm. They should be very proud of
themselves. A heartfelt thank you also goes to you, our families, 
for your support in helping us stage these performances
 and for joining us to celebrate the children’s achievements.



A note from Mr Gawne ... Continued
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SCHOOL REOPENS 

TUESDAY 6  JANUARY  TH

 

All that remains is for me to wish all of our families, friends, and the wider Sherdley Family a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. On behalf of myself, the staff, and our governors, thank

you sincerely for your continued support throughout this term. We look forward to welcoming you
all back on Tuesday 6th January.  

Best wishes always,  
Mr Gawne & All At Sherdley

This December also saw Sherdley’s first-ever Santa Dash, which was a huge success. It was fantastic to
see children across the school getting active together for such a worthy cause. And to mark the end of

term, we had a very special surprise this morning—a visit from 2 reindeers; Comet and Blitzen to
greet our children and families as part of our ‘Sherdley Christmas’.  What a magical way to finish the term! 

A big thank you to all for your support with our Christmas Raffle which raised an amazing £394.90 .

Before we embark upon the Spring term, I must once again ask for your support in ensuring that children
are coming to school wearing the correct uniform, particularly on PE days. Brightly coloured hoodies and

clothing with large branded logos are not part of our policy. In addition, we have seen an increasing
number of issues arising from children’s use of WhatsApp and Snapchat. As a reminder, the minimum

age for both of these apps is 13 years old, and unfortunately, problems from home are increasingly spilling
into school time. While we will always support where we can, our capacity to deal with such 

matters outside of school is limited. We respectfully encourage parents and carers to check their
children’s phones and consider whether, at their age, they really need access to these platforms.

This week, you will have received an overview report of the term detailing some of the progress your child
has made, including their efforts in class. Our formal parents’ evening will take place on Wednesday 14th
January from 2:00pm, and booking information has been shared with you on the app. This will give you a
chance to discuss these in more detail. You should also have received an overview of Spring Term Events

so far, to allow you to add these dates to your calendars.

Finally, I would like to share that after the Christmas Break, Mrs Johnson will be joining us as the full time,
permanent teacher in our Pre-School having worked with us since September on a part-time basis. I

would like to formally thank Mrs Parsonage for her commitment to Sherdley and our youngest children
and hope that she remains a friendly face in the future.



Christmas at Sherdley 
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Sherdley Santa Dash! 
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Spotlight on School Council
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The School Council have been busy
making Christmas cards for our

neighbours, wishing them a very Merry
Christmas from the Sherdley Family. 

On Tuesday, Mrs Bennett, Mrs Eccleston
and the Council delivered the cards to
Thames Road, New Street and Severn

Close. Some neighbours popped out to
thank us. They were really appreciative.



Spotlight on School Council
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Attendance at Sherdley 

You may have heard in the news recently, that all
schools are being led and supported by the

Department for Education to improve their overall
attendance. 

The Dfe have identified that Attendance on a Friday is
a concern at Sherdley. 

Throughout Spring and Summer, we will be carrying
out home visits to children who are absent on

Fridays. This will be random visits and will include
those who have informed us of the child’s absence.

If you would like to discuss this, please reach out to
Mrs Eccleston or any member of SLT.
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Events at Sherdley 
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Next Year’s Term Dates - 26-27
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STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
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Roblox Announces Facial Age Checks for Chat
Features

Roblox’s Big Safety Update: What Parents Need to Know:
Roblox is rolling out new safety features this December and
January to make its platform safer for kids. 

Here’s the key info:

✅ Age-Verified Chat
Chat access will soon require a quick facial age check.
Kids will be grouped by age, and cross-group chatting will be
restricted.
For under-9s, chat will now be off by default unless parents
turn it on.

🔒 Privacy First
Photos for age checks are used only for verification and
deleted immediately.
Roblox promises strong safeguards to protect children’s data.

🌍 Why This Matters
 These changes aim to reduce inappropriate contact and create
safer spaces for young players. If successful, they could set a new
standard for online safety across platforms.



Online Safety -  continued ...
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You can read the article here:
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-announces-facial-age-checks-for-
chat-features/

👩‍🦰Watch for Updates: Features start rolling out in December and
January. We’ll keep you posted on how this impacts your child’s
experience.

Parent Tip: How to Stay Involved
Check Settings: Log into your child’s Roblox account and review chat
settings. For under-9s, chat is off by default unless you enable it.

Talk About Online Safety: Remind your child never to share personal
details and to tell you if something feels uncomfortable.

Stay Updated: Keep an eye on Roblox’s announcements and school
newsletters for any changes.

Reporting Issues
If you have concerns about your child’s safety or encounter
inappropriate content:

Use Roblox’s Report Feature: In-game, click the Menu → Report
Abuse option.
Block and Report Users: You can block players and report their
behavior directly from their profile.
Contact Roblox Support: Visit Roblox Support for help with account
or safety issues.

https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-announces-facial-age-checks-for-chat-features/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-announces-facial-age-checks-for-chat-features/
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DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If
you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We

can also be contacted via the Sherdley email -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not
share information with the office team, you can request a call back

regarding a safeguarding worry.
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Term Dates 2025 - 2026
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Addvanced Solutions 
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/socialcare

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares


