	[bookmark: _GoBack]Foundation Stage Two Newsletter
    Spring One Term One 2025


Welcome back after the Christmas holiday, and Happy New Year! We hope your children had an enjoyable break and are eager to return to school to share all of their exciting news.
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to speak to a member of staff at the school gate. If you are unable to see us at this time, feel free to ring the school to make an appointment (either for a longer face-to-face meeting or a telephone response). The school telephone number is 01332 840395.[image: Image result for lion cub clipart][image: Image result for lion cub clipart]



	Reading Books
Most of our children have now started on our Read, Write, Inc. (RWI) reading book or ditty scheme. We will be reading a ditty a day, so your child will come home with five ditties per week. If your child is on red books, they will be changed every three days. We listen to your child read every day.
Frequent practice is key to successful early reading, and it will benefit your child greatly if you can hear them read at home, ideally on a daily basis. Please also record in your child’s reading record that you have heard them read. Don’t forget to read your child’s library book with them; these are changed every Friday. Thank you for your support with this.
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	Clothing: 
As we move into the colder months, please ensure your child comes to school with appropriate indoor and outdoor clothing. We will still access our outdoor learning space and the mud kitchen area daily. Therefore, it is essential that all children bring a hat, gloves, and a warm waterproof coat.

Please ensure all items of your child’s clothing and belongings are clearly labelled with their name. It is recommended that your child wears a vest under their shirts and a jumper or cardigan when playing outside. Girls should wear either a skirt or dress with navy blue or grey tights, while boys should wear trousers with grey socks.

Please remember to include labelled water bottles, as popular designs are often owned by multiple children. Make sure these bottles contain only water and are placed on the white shelf near the coat pegs.
Please note that the snack table will be available throughout the day with fruit and water.







	We will explore a range of traditional tales, encouraging the children to discuss characters, settings, and story plots. We also look forward to a visit from an author! Children will be encouraged to join in with repeated refrains and identify rhyming words.
You can support your child by reading your own favourite traditional tales at home. Below is an outline of what we will be doing this term. Please note that some activities may change according to the needs of the children.



	Week 1, 2, 3 and 4 ‘Fabulous Fairy Tales’
For these four weeks, we will introduce the children to a range of traditional fairy tales such as 
The Gingerbread man, Goldilocks, Little Red Riding Hood, The three little pigs and Jack and the Beanstalk. We will discuss the different settings of the stories and think about the different characters. The children will begin to think about how stories are structured, and they will be encouraged to recount what they have read as well as to predict how a story might end. We will 
also look at materials in science and comparing different traditional tale versions. 
A visit from an author – Chris Connaughton to re-tell the story of Little Red Riding Hood in week 3 – Thursday 23rd January 2025 

Week 5 and 6 - ‘The Gruffalo’
We will be revisiting the popular Julia Donaldson story by telling our own version of the Gruffalo story. The children will create story maps and sequence the story, adding their own animals! The children will get the chance to make ‘Gruffalo crumble’ in our baking session as well as singing and making a dance with actions to the Gruffalo song. 

Children will be making ‘Gruffalo Crumble’ this week.

Children will visit Duffield Library for story time this week. 

School closes on Friday 14th February 2025 and reopens after half term on Monday 23rd February 2025. 
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