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St Mary’s C of E Primary School
Growing our community together

Dear St Mary’s Community,

It has been another busy few weeks for our school. This week our Year 5 pupils recently
enjoyed an exciting trip to the National Portrait Gallery, where they had the chance to explore
the gallery as well as take part in a workshop. We hosted a fantastic Parent Forum meeting
where we got the chance to share successes as well as considering areas where we can work
together to develop our school further. We were also delighted to welcome families to our very
first prospective parent tour for Reception 2027. The visitors were very positive about our
school - the staff and children really showed what a wonderful place it is.

During our latest Interim Executive Board (IEB) meeting, | was proud to share the wonderful
progress our school has made over these past few weeks. | spent some time on Thursday
looking at books with some of the children and getting them to talk me through what they have
been learning this term. It was great to see how they have captured this in their retrieval
rectangles. Look out for examples of these in the children’s books or displayed in the
classroom when you come to see either work on Tuesday 20th October after school.

As | shared at the Parent Forum meeting, improving attendance is a real focus for us this year.
Please look out for our update letter and your child’s individual attendance overviews which
will be sent to you next week. We really need your help to ensure that every child learns every
day.

It is hard to believe how quickly this term has flown by. When we return after the holidays we
will begin planning for our Christmas celebrations. Look out for details of when our various
services and events will be taking place. Thank you all for your continued support.

Mrs Emily Evans (Headteacher)

Attendance update

Reception | Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

86% 92.1% 90.7% 96% 92.5%

Whole school attendance | 93.2%
National Average 95.9%




COl I eCtlve WO rS h | p RO U n d Up g Let's think abaut the story and what it means for us in schaol today.

TURN & TALK
Our collective worship theme for the last two weeks Luke 7:36.39 - -
has been ‘Friends of Jesus.” Across the two weeks we o Think about » time when you walked m;mmmmep‘%md
have explored biblical stories which help children and e el e er e Whatmage you T eicome?
adults to understand and reflect on the values of oo e e e prume, andjesuzas
friendship, love, generosity, and change. Through the e o oy e pErunderin e

stories, we have been encouraged to welcome and
value others, show kindness and compassion, give

our time and resources to support those in need, and Can you think of a time when you have
recognise that everyone has the opportunity to ehangedyourbehaviour or attitude?
change and make a new beginning. Together, these Maybe you have said or done something
acts of collective worship have helped us to explore 1o cidyoudo oty

how these values can shape the way we treat others
and help us to build a welcoming, compassionate and
generous community where everyone is valued,
supported and given the opportunity to flourish.
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In what small way can you choose
to change this week?

Challenge
for the week

Look for one
opportunity
to give
something
to help
someone else.

Work Share Event

We are delighted to invite you on Tuesday 20th October to visit your child’s class at 3:25pm
for our first Work Share of the year. This will give you an informal opportunity to talk with
your child’s class teacher and to have a look at your child’s work in their books and any
displayed in the classroom.

Classrooms will be open until 4pm to give families with siblings a chance to visit each of their
children’s classrooms.

If you are unable to attend, please send a reusable bag in with your child for them to bring
their books home in, to be looked at that evening. Please ensure that they are returned on
the Wednesday morning ready for their lessons.

Year 6, as Mr Charlton will not be available on Tuesday 20th October we would like to invite
you to attend on Thursday 5th November. At that time if you would prefer to see books
overnight we can arrange that then too.

We are really looking forward to seeing many of you there to celebrate your children’s start
to this term.

Parent-Teacher Meetings
After the half-term break, we will be sending out details regarding our parent-teacher
meetings, offering a valuable opportunity to discuss your child’s achievements and next



steps. Please make a note that on Tuesday 1st December, school will close early at 2:30pm
so that these meetings can begin promptly at 3:00pm.

Teaching and Learning News

In Butterfly Class this week, we have been reading the traditional '
tale The Three Little Pigs. The story has linked to our maths
learning, particularly our focus on recognising the number three
and exploring how three can be represented in different ways. The
children also enjoyed retelling the story, recalling key events and
talking about the characters.

4+3 =7

In Squirrel Class we have been learning about part-whole models and how we can use
them to help us to solve addition problems.

! In Hedgehog Class, we have been looking at the
» + difference between modern and schools in the past.
i = Recently, we worked on sorting different facts into these
' | two categories, before deciding if we would prefer to be at
school today or in Victorian times. Fortunately, modern
schools seem to have won out overall!

In Fox Class children have been finishing their own versions of the
“Stone Age Boy” by Satoshi Kitamura using all the descriptive language
tools they have learnt from the previous weeks. It's been great to see all
the progress you have made already! Well done!




In Otter Class, we are enjoying our guided
reading sessions where we have been reading
about The Stone Age. This week we have been
~ focussed on key vocabulary and the skills we
can use to discover what a word means.

What | bring to Y String) | J

In Owl Class, we have \

9 been learning about ‘The \
~ Invisible String’ in PSHE.

The children designed
. their own strings for a
‘What | bring to my string’
activity. They chose their
favourite qualities and
wrote them along their

strings.

Year 6 have been working hard in English to create a ‘“Travel
Guide To Narnia’. They are almost finished creating final pieces
and are very proud of what they have achieved.

The Rev. Nicolas has also visited and taught the children some
more about the Trinity and how it affects the lives of Christians.




Online Safety

This online safety guide focuses on tips highlighting ways that adults can support young people’s
positive online behaviours and show them how to avoid getting into difficulty as they learn to
negotiate the continually evolving digital landscape. In the guide, you'll find a number of tips such
as protecting yourself, replying wisely and being forgiving and highlight ways that adults can
support young people’s positive online behaviours: by adopting and following ‘netiquette’, we can
show them how to avoid getting into difficulty as they learn to negotiate the continually evolving
digital landscape.

At Natlonal Oniine Safety, we believe in smpowering parents, carers and trusted odults with the information to hold on Informed conversation atsout online safety with thelr children, should they
fesl it is needed. This guide focuses on one of many fesuss which we befleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesalety.com for further quides, hints and tips for oduits.

lb Top Tips for Respect Onlfne' | \ -
" ADIGITAL WORLD FOR EVERYONE

Even before lockdowns inflamed the situation, one in every five 10- to 15-year-olds was experiencing bullying online:
abusive messages, having rumours spread about them or being excluded from group chats, for example. Through
smartphones and tablets, we're used to being able to communicate from anywhere, at any time - but digital devices
became commonplace so quickly that it caused a problem: as a soclety, we haven'’t properly adjusted to how different
they've made life. Our tips can help you to build positive relationships online and avoid some of the potential issues.

WHAT IS NETIQUETTE? \ 4 2 ,'1')

Etiquette Is a set of rules to nolp us Interact with others: like a c of respect. People -
. follow this code every day (mostly without even thinking about it) and it can holp us
a lonl ‘Netiquette’ (etiquette on the net -
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what the 1)1 'of t it's designed to help us interact with oth.rl
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Usually when we're online, we can’t use \ ) 3 \ \ Noq ative communication can lp!.ﬂd
the other person’s body language or tone g 'ﬂp dly online, but so can b-ln

of voice to give us clues about what we "4 \ e~ ful (this hcppin

can say to them, or how to say it. Try to ng lock vml lovlnlo

think what the situation migh! >

them, how they’re feeling and whether

we'd say the same thing If they were - A well as helping ui 1-. good about
actually there with us. P ) - 80 lharo the love!
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HIT THE PAUSE BUTTON @ 3 ) WATITNGCANBEHARD

Without a person physically there in front When we've sent a m“loq. or posted
of us, it's to send something quickly s something onli or a reply or
- before w ly for lomoono to
whether it's holplul or kind. Just because anxious. It ¢
we can do things quickly doesn’t mean =
we should; it's er to pause for a
and think it through, instead of
simply reacting.

/| ' B -
MIND YOUR LANGUAGE @ | THE NET LOVES ATTENTION

People have Invented loads of dmeranl . = - Most up gnmes and sites use

ways to communicate online (emojis, that's
abbreviations like LOL, TBH and so on - f rrus com bcc jor more. it's
Some of these can be tri on to ot AT . Impo ant to knp this In mind when you
C T lOOI(S 3 ' PN {eel the need to reach for your phone, «
'RE SHOUTING!), s0 lt s important u . & tablet or console - once we understand
to l!ay aware of the ttylo of language Y y W > this fact, it becomes easier to control
you're using. 5 ¢ how we use our digital devices.
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On social networks like Inucgrum or
Facebook, vast numbers of ﬁ. ple might
see what you‘vu . So If that"
bout a person, it

can feel h ful for them. If

ou’re evar tempt

ke that, ask
need to go pul

A
PROTECT YOURSELF

Always think very carefully before Even though we try to avold them,
sharing any personal In!ormnﬂon with ) mistakes can - and do - happen onlin
umoon- olseorina . Once Thor can sometimes feel like a bigger
deal than they actually are. It's ?“‘,.
¥‘ where It goes and important to remember thct wo're all ¥l
t so0 It. ugw 've got any L) only human, and sometimes we mess
uncertainty at all, | ood Idoc to talk B up. Learn to forgive others and - just g
to a trusted adult about this firs as importantly = to forgive yourself. -

L4

n experienced cot
igh her research, speci

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’ @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No llability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 02.02.2022



Diary Dates

20th October

Harvest Worship in school led by Revd Nicholas
Work Share event - 3.25-4pm

26th-30th October

Half Term Break - school is closed

20th November

INSET - school closed to all pupils

24th November

Flu Immunisations (in school)
Y2 visit Christmas Journey at The King’'s Centre

30th November

Y5 & 6 visit to The Rose Theatre

1st December

Parent/Carer meetings 3.30-6.30pm

3rd December

Parent/Carer meetings 3.00-7.00pm
School closes at 2.30pm

9th December

KS1 (Squirrel & Hedgehog Class) Nativity 2.30pm

10th December

KS1 (Squirrel & Hedgehog Class) Nativity 2.30pm

14th December

Butterfly Class Christmas Celebration 2.30pm
(parents/carers invited)

15th December

KS2 Church Service 2.30pm

16th December

Reception & KS1 Church Service 9.15am
Christmas Lunch - whole school

KS2 (Fox, Otter, Owl & Falcon Class) Christmas Concert

2.30pm

17th December

KS2 (Fox, Otter, Owl & Falcon Class) Christmas Concert

2.30pm

18th December

Last day of term. School closes 1.30pm

21st December -1st January
2027

Christmas Break - school is closed

4th January 2027

INSET - school is closed to all pupils

5th January 2027

Pupils return to school




