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Introduction 

At Alexander McLeod we believe that every child should be 
equipped with the knowledge, skills and values they need in order 
to become resilient, responsible and happy citizens of the changing 

world they live in. 
This booklet will explain what your child is learning at school, what 

a Year 1 and Year 2 child’s work at the expected standard looks 
like and how to support your child at home. 

https://www.alexmcleod.org.uk/


To access our whole school curriculum overview please visit: 
https://www.alexmcleod.org.uk/docs/CURRICULUM_19_20_WEBS
ITE.pdf

Curriculum Map

Medium Term Planning (MTP)

A Medium Term Plan (MTP) is a planned sequence of work for 
different subjects over a period of weeks, such as a half-term. It 
focuses on organising coherent units of work. 

https://www.alexmcleod.org.uk/docs/CURRICULUM_19_20_WEBSITE.pdf


National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Reading – Year 1

Word Reading

Pupils are taught to:

• apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

• respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 

40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes 

• read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been 

taught 

• read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound 

and where these occur in the word 

• read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 

• read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 

• read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the 

apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

• read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and 

that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words 

• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.

During Years 1 and 2, pupils should be able to read aloud a wide range of books that 
are written at an age-appropriate level. They should be reading widely and frequently, 
outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. They should be able to read 
from sight as well as use their phonic knowledge. Children will develop their 
understanding of what they read and learn to infer the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
context, and then discuss what they have read. Year 1 children take part in a range of 
reading activities and will read with their Class Teacher and LSA once a week. Year 2 
children take part in whole class guided reading sessions where teachers support 
reading skills collectively and ensure needs are also met individually. 



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Reading – Year 1

Comprehension

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 

that at which they can read independently 

• being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

• becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 

considering their particular characteristics 

• recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

• learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

• discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those 

they listen to by:  

• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided 

by the teacher

• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

• discussing the significance of the title and events 

• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

• participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others 

say 

• explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Reading – Year 2

Word Reading

Pupils are taught to:

• continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic 

decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent 

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, 

especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 

• read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above 

• read words containing common suffixes 

• read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 

• read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they 

have been frequently encountered 

• read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out 

unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation 

• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Reading – Year 2

Comprehension

Pupils should be taught to: 

develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic 

poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

• discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

• becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 

traditional tales 

• being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

• discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

• discussing their favourite words and phrases 

• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting 

some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear

Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those 

they listen to by:  

• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided 

by the teacher 

• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• answering and asking questions 

• predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

• participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and 

those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

• explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that 

they listen to and those that they read for themselves.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Writing – Year 1

Spelling 

Pupils should be taught to:

• Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

• Spell common exception words 

• Spell the days of the week

• name the letters of the alphabet

• naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

• using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 

• add prefixes and suffixes: 

• using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third 

person singular marker for verbs 

• using the prefix un–

• using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for 

example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 

• apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 

• write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the 

GPCs and common exception words taught so far.

Writing objectives are taught through daily English lessons. Each unit of English is 
planned using the three phase model:
Phase 1 – Immersion in the text type. The objectives covered in this phase enable the 
children to become familiar with the features of the writing outcome they are working 
towards.
Phase 2 – Context / SPaG tools. During this phase, the objectives covered equip the 
children with a meaningful context for their writing outcome. There are often drama 
activities planned for this phase, in order to encourage the children to explore 
perspectives for their writing outcome. As part of this phase we will teach discrete 
SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) objectives which we will encourage children 
to apply in their independent writing.
Phase 3 – Writing. This phase covers the entire writing process, including: planning, 
writing, self or peer assessing, editing and publishing.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Writing – Year 1

Handwriting

Pupils should be taught to: 

• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right 

place 

• form capital letters 

• form digits 0-9 

• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in 

similar ways) and to practise these.

Composition:

Pupils should be taught to:

• write sentences by: 

• saying out loud what they are going to write about 

• composing a sentence orally before writing it 

• sequencing sentences to form short narratives

• re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

• discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 

• read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop their understanding of the concepts by:

• leaving spaces between words 

• joining words and joining clauses using and 

• beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or 

exclamation mark 

• using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’ 

• learning the grammar for year 1 

• use the grammatical terminology in discussing their writing.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Writing – Year 2

Spelling 

Pupils should be taught to:

Spell by: 

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling 

many correctly learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are 

already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common 

homophones 

• learning to spell common exception words 

• learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

• learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book] 

• distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 

• add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly

• apply spelling rules and guidance

• write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the 

GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Writing – Year 2

Handwriting

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

• start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined 

• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 

and to lower case letters 

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Composition:

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

• writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

• writing about real events 

• writing poetry 

• writing for different purposes. 

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

• planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

• writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

• encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

• evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

• re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used 

correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 

• proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of 

sentences punctuated correctly] 

• read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key objectives for Writing – Year 2

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop their understanding of the concepts

• learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular). 

Learn how to use: 

• sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 

• expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly]

• the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form 

• subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

• the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2 

• some features of written Standard English 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their 

writing.



National Curriculum Objectives

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for maths – Year 1 

Number and place value 

• Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given 

number

• Count and read numbers to 100 in numerals 

• Count and write numbers to 100 in numerals 

• Count in multiples of twos, fives and tens from 0

• Identify one more and one less of a given number.

Addition and subtraction 

• Represent and use number bonds within 20

• Represent and use subtraction facts within 20. 

Fractions

• Recognise, find and name a half as one of two equal parts of an object, shape or quantity.

Measurement

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for lengths and heights e.g. long/short, 

longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for mass/weight e.g. heavy/light, heavier 

than, lighter than

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for capacity and volume e.g. full/empty, 

more than, less than, half, half full, quarter

• Compare, describe and solve practical problems for time e.g. quicker, slower, earlier, later

• Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show 

these times.

Properties of shape 

• Recognise and name common 2-D shapes e.g. rectangles (including squares), circles and 

triangles

• Recognise and name common 3-D shapes e.g. cuboids (including cubes), pyramids and 

spheres.

At Alexander McLeod Primary School we aim to ensure that all children develop a deep 
understanding and love of mathematics as well as learn the importance and relevance 
of maths in the real world. Our aim is to promote enthusiasm for maths. We ensure 
that our children have a clear understanding of mathematical concepts and methods 
and are able to apply their knowledge in a range of contextualised problems. 



National Curriculum Objectives

Key Performance Indicators*

(KPIs) for maths – Year 2 

Number and place value 

• Count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, forward and backward

• Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs

• Use place value and number facts to solve problems

Addition and subtraction 

• Solve problems with addition and subtraction using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and measures

• Solve problems with addition and subtraction applying his/her increasing knowledge of 

written methods and mental methods where regrouping may be required

• Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related facts 

up to 100

Multiplication and division

• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 

including recognising odd and even numbers

• Solve problems involving multiplication and division, using concrete materials and mental 

methods 

• Solve problems involving multiplication and division, using arrays, repeated addition and 

multiplication and division facts, including problems in contexts e.g. knowing that 2 × 7 = 14 

and 2 × 8 = 16, explains that making pairs of socks from 15 identical socks will give 7 pairs 

and one sock will be left

Fractions

• Recognise, find, name and write fractions 1/3, 1/4, 2/4 and 3/4 of a length, shape, set of 

objects or quantity and demonstrate understanding that all parts must be equal parts of the 

whole

Measurement 

• Solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition and subtraction of money of 

the same unit, including giving change

Properties of shape 

• Compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes and everyday objects describing similarities 

and differences e.g. find 2 different 2-D shapes that only have one line of symmetry; that a 

cube and a cuboid have the same number of edges, faces and vertices and describe what is 

different about them



National Curriculum Objectives

Key Performance Indicators*

(KPIs) for maths – Year 2 

Position and Direction 

• Use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and movement, including 

movement in a straight line and distinguishing between rotation as a turn and in terms of 

right angles for quarter, half and three-quarter turns (clockwise and anti-clockwise)

Statistics 

• Ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data

* This table outlines the Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in maths. For pupils to have 
achieved the expected standard for their year group, they will have demonstrated evidence of 
achievement for all the KPIs. This will be through a variety of methods including written work, 
observations, discussion, performance and testing. The KPIs do not represent every aspect of 
the National Curriculum, rather they are the key indicators against which we assess the pupils’ 
achievement. 



Mathematics 

Place Value

Practical resources
Practical resources are used in 
Key Stage 1 to help children 
develop their understanding of 
place value. Resources they will 
use include: cubes, counters, 
Numicon and Dienes. These 
practical resources will continue 
to be used when children learn 
about addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division and 
fractions.

Part-whole model
The part-whole model is used 
when teaching place value to 
allow children to understand 
how numbers can be 
partitioned into parts. 



Addition in Year 1 

Counting on fingers
Children learn to use their 
fingers to support counting on.

5 + 3 =
Put the first number in your 
head (5)
Count on three using your 
fingers (six, seven, eight)
5+3 = 8

Bead strings 
Children use beads and 
counting sticks to help them 
count on from any given 
number.

Part-whole model
Children’s understanding of the 
concept of addition is 
supported using the part-whole 
diagram  to show how the two 
parts make one whole (the 
total) amount.

Number bonds
Children’s understanding of 
number bonds is
supported with pictorial 
representations and
practical resources such as 
Numicon.



Addition in Year 1

Practical objects
Children use objects to help 
them add numbers
together and then write the 
corresponding simple
number sentences using the 
add (+) and equals
(=) signs.

Number lines
Children learn to use number 
lines to count on from a given 
number.



Addition in Year 2

Number lines
Children use number lines to 
count on from a given number.

Hundred squares
Children use hundred squares 
to support jumping in steps of 
1 and 10.

Concrete Apparatus
Children use concrete 
apparatus e.g. Dienes
and pictorial representations to 
support their understanding
of addition with two-digit 
numbers.

Expanded method
Children use the expanded 
method to add two
2-digit numbers together. First, 
children add the ones together 
and write the answer. Next, 
they add the tens together and 
write their answer underneath. 
Finally they add their first two 
answers together and write it 
underneath.



Subtraction in Year 1
Counting on fingers
Children use their fingers to 
support counting back (starting 
with the whole amount and 
then putting down one finger
at a time to identify the 
answer).

Bead strings 
Children use beads and 
counting sticks to help them 
count back from any given 
number.

Jottings
Children use jottings to help 
them solve subtraction 
problems, e.g. by drawing a set
of objects and then crossing 
some out.

Bar method
Children use the bar method to 
identify how many numbers 
remain if some are taken away.

Number line
Children use number lines to 
count back from a given 
number.



Subtraction in Year 2

Number lines
Children use number lines to 
count back from a given 
number.

Concrete Apparatus and/or 
pictorial representations
Children use concrete apparatus e.g. 
Dienes/Place value counters and 
pictorial representations
to support their understanding of 
subtraction with two-digit numbers.

Expanded method
Children use the expanded 
method to subtract
two 2-digit numbers. First, 
children subtract the ones and 
write it underneath. Next, they 
subtract the tens and write it 
under their previous answer. 
Finally, they add their two 
answers together.



Multiplication in Years 1 and 2
Grouping
Multiplication by grouping is a 
visual way solve a multiplication 
question. Children create how 
many groups they need and 
then equally place the correct 
amount of dots to represent the 
number into each group. They 
then count each group to find 
the total. 

Arrays
An array is an arrangement of 
objects or pictures that helps 
the children understand and 
solve the question. An array is a 
systematic approach and 
encourages children to think 
about each digit and what it 
represents within a 
multiplication problem. 

Repeated Addition 
Repeated addition is when you 
add equal groups together to 
solve the multiplication. This 
method is a good mental 
strategy for children to use 
when they are able to count in 
steps of 2/3/5/10.  

2 x 5 =

Number of 
groups Amount in 

each group 

6 x 7 =

Number of 
rows Amount in 

each row 

Count the 
array to 
identify the 
total 

5 x 2 =

2 + 2 + 2 + 2+ 2=

How many lots of the number you need 



Multiplication in Years 1 and 2

Repeated Subtraction
Children in Year 2 begin to multiply 
on a number line using repeated 
addition.



Division in Years 1 and 2

Grouping
Using grouping for division is a 
practical way for children to solve 
division questions.  Children identify 
how many groups are needed and 
share out the amount of dots (to 
represent the number) required. 
Children must ensure that the dots 
have been shared fairly. 

Arrays
Children will start this method by 
drawing out the amount of dots 
required (to represent the number) 
and then circle the correct amount 
needed in each group. The children 
then count how many groups they 
have made to find the answer. 

10 ÷ 2 =

Amount to 
share 

Number of 
groups to 
share between

18 ÷ 3 = ____

Amount to 
share 

Number in 
each group 

Number of 
groups tells us 
the total 

6



Division in Years 1 and 2

Repeated Subtraction
Children in Year 2 begin to divide on 
a number line using repeated 
subtraction.



Times Tables Rockstars (Year 2 only)

Numbots is an interactive software app 
linked to Times Tables Rock Stars. The 
focus in on place value and the four 
operations. Numbots allows children to 
self-select challenges or play in story 
mode. Both the challenges and story 
mode provide children with questions 
to answer linked to the four 
operations. The more answers they 
answer the more coins they can 
collect. 

Numbots

It is important that children can recall key facts in maths, as this will allow them 
to more efficiently solve problems. 

To support your Year 2 child at home, we have set-up an interactive and 
engaging programme where children are able to practice their timetables on their 
devices.
They set up their own avatar and give it a rockstar name. Children are then able 
to play games, challenge other children and earn points to feature on leader 
boards, all whilst learning and rapidly recalling their times tables.
You can support your child by ensuing they know their 2,5,10 and 3 timetables, 
challenge them on the way to school to recall their tables or simply join in with 
them on TT Rockstars.    



Phonics Screening Check

The Phonics Screening check is a short phonics assessment.

This is a compulsory check set by the Government. It takes place in the second 
week of June at the end of Year 1. It is part of the National Curriculum 
assessment programme. 

The Phonics Screening check seeks to ascertain whether children have learned 
to decode words using phonics to the required level.

Children are expected to sound out and blend graphemes to read nonsense 
words. They are also required to read phonically decodable one-syllable and 
two-syllable real words.  

If a child does not reach the expected standard then they are required to 
complete the check again at the end of Year 2. You can help your child with this 
assessment by reading daily and practising the decoding of words. 

Your child's teacher (or another familiar 
teacher) will carry out their Year 1 Phonics 
Screening. The Year 1 Phonics test will take 
place in a relaxed environment. If the 
school is monitored during the check, an 
externally appointed examiner may also be 
present to check the that the check is being 
administered correctly. 

Your child will sit with the teacher and be 
asked to read 40 words aloud. Some words 
will be simple and familiar, some will be 
more complex.  Some will be "non-
words", "alien words". A non-word is a fake 
word that's used solely to test a child's 
ability to use phonics. 

For example:
Simple valid word : Chum, short.
Complex valid word : Feast, shape.
Non-word : Murbs, blard.



English 

How to support your child at home with English:
• Phonics 
• Reading
• SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

Reading

At Alexander McLeod, children have daily guided reading sessions 
linked to fiction and non-fiction texts. Over a one/two week period 
children will be exposed to high quality texts and extracts linked to a 
similar theme. Teachers support reading skills collectively and ensure 
needs are also met individually.

Our guided reading sessions are based around the key strands of 
the National Curriculum for reading, which we remember using the 
acronym VIPERS: 

Vocabulary
Inference
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise



As part of the children’s home learning, it is strongly advised that 
they read for at least 10 minutes each night. Research suggests 

children who read regularly develop a broader vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures.

You can support your child by: listening them to read, encouraging 
them to share what they are reading with you and asking them 

questions such as: 

Before reading the book:
• What do you think this story will be about? 
• What might happen in the story? 
• What genre will this story be? E.g. fantasy, comedy, horror.
• What do we call the writing on the back of the book? 
• What does the blurb tell us?
During the reading of the book:
• What has happened so far? Is it what you expected to happen?  
• What might happen next? 
• How do you think the story might end? 
• Who is your favourite character?  Why? 
• Who is the character you like least?  Why? 
• Find 2 sentences, which describe the setting. 
• Is the plot fast or slow moving?  Find some evidence in the text, which 

supports your view. 
At the end of the book:
• Which part of the story is your favourite / least favourite?  Why? 
• Would you change any part of the story?  How? 
• Would you change any of the characters?  How? 
• Which part of the story was the funniest, scariest, saddest, and 

happiest?  Find some evidence in the text to support your opinion. 
• Would you like to read another book by this author?  Why? 
• Does your opinion of this character change during the story?  How?  

Why? 
• If you met one of the characters from the story, what would you say to 

him / her? 
• Find 2 things the author wrote about this character that made him / 

her likeable or unlikeable? 

Reading



Phonics
Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children 
hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another 
in the English language.

Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters 
or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, or ck.

We use a synthetic phonic approach to teach reading, in which phonemes 
(sounds) associated with particular graphemes (letters) are pronounced in 
isolation and blended together (synthesised). For example, children are taught 
to break a single-syllable word such as cat apart into it’s three letters, 
pronounce a phoneme for each letter in turn and blend the phonemes together 
to form a word.

Phase 2 focuses learning the 19 single letter sounds. 

Phase 3 Phase 3 phonics is the introduction of more than one letter making a 
sound such as ‘igh’, 'ee', and 'sh'. Phase 3 phonics is made up of the most 
common consonant and vowel digraphs and trigraphs.

Phase 4 focuses on spelling patterns, tricky words and increasing vocabulary.

Phase 5 focuses on the alternative spellings for sounds. Children learn new 
graphemes for phonemes they have already learnt. E.g. ai/ay  ee/ey

Phase 6 focuses on the children becoming fluent readers and accurate spellers. 

Each phases has tricky words that children will learn alongside the phonemes. 
These are words that they have to learn to recognise on sight.  



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)

In English, high quality texts are used to plan for meaningful writing 
outcomes using the  three phase model:

Phase 1 – Immersion in the text type. 
Phase 2 – Context/SPAG tools. 
Phase 3 – Writing. 

During phase 2 of the model, discrete SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar) objectives are taught so that children are able to apply 
this in their independent writing.

To support your child’s knowledge and understanding of SPaG, please 
refer to the individuals sections on:

Spelling
Punctuation
Grammar



Spelling:

The Spelling Shed is a spelling platform designed by a team of 
primary school teachers and aims to make spelling fun for students by 
using games and activities to engage children.

It can be accessed via the Spelling Shed app or website. Each week 
your child’s class teacher will set new spellings on Spelling Shed that 
they can practise by playing games and collecting points which will 
move them up on their class leader board. Children will then have a 
spelling test each week based on the spellings they have been 
practising on Spelling Shed. In Key Stage 1 these spellings are linked 
to your child’s phonic ability. 

Once logged on, you will see a tab showing a list of words set by your 
child’s teacher. When clicked, the tab will take you to games linking to 
the spellings set by the class teacher. Please encourage your child to 
use the app/website regularly in order to remember their spellings 
beyond the spelling test. 

The National Curriculum states: 

By the end of year 1, pupils should be able to read a large number of 
different words containing the sounds that they have learnt, whether 
or not they have seen these words before. Spelling, however, is a very 
different matter. Once pupils have learnt more than one way of 
spelling particular sounds, choosing the right letter or letters depends 
on their either having made a conscious effort to learn the words or 
having absorbed them less consciously through their reading. Younger 
pupils have not had enough time to learn or absorb the correct 
spelling of all the words that they may want to write.

More guidance and KS1 word lists can be found at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-
_Spelling.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf


Punctuation

.
Full stops go at the ends of sentences.
I have completed my homework.

?
Question marks go at the ends of questions instead of full stops.
Do you have a coat with you?

!
Exclamation marks show emotion (such as surprise or anger) in 
sentences or help to really make a point.
I really, really hate peas!

,
Commas can be used in  lists or to separate clauses in 
sentences.
If it rains, we will have indoor playtime.
I like carrots, broccoli, green beans and tomatoes.



adjective 
A word used to describe something or somebody.
delicate, red, beautiful

adverb
A word that gives information about a verb (how, when or where the 
verb is/was done). 
slowly, anxiously
Usha soon started snoring loudly. 
Adverbs can also describe adjectives. 
very, really, extremely

conjunction
A conjunction links two words or phrases together.
but, so, because, and, when

noun
Naming words for people, places or things.
My big brother did an amazing jump on his skateboard.
Kindness doesn’t cost anything. 

past tense
Verbs in the past tense show actions that have already happened in the 
past.
walked, saw, imagined

plural
A plural noun normally has a suffix –s or –es and means ‘more than one’. 
Some nouns have different endings for the plural form. 
cats, children, smiles 

present tense
Verbs in the present tense show actions that are being completed 
presently.
try, likes, believe, goes

Grammar glossary



suffix
a letter or a group of letters that are added to the end of a word to 
change the grammatical form.
sweetness
colourful

time adverbial
Time adverbials tell us when an action has happened, but also for how 
long, and how often.
After
Eventually 
As soon as

verb 
Verbs are sometimes called ‘doing words’ because many verbs name an 
action that someone or something does. Moreover, many verbs name 
states or feelings rather than actions.
The teacher wrote a song for the class. 
He knew my father.
I am worried about my sister.

Grammar glossary



Models of writing

Expected writing Year 2



Models of writing



Models of writing

Greater depth writing Year 2



Models of writing


