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Lovelace Primary School is keen to encourage the use of more sustainable transport instead of the private car. Cycling provides an excellent means
of transport that is accessible to the majority of people. It is also a means of gaining physical exercise and can be part of maintaining a healthy
lifestyle. However, cyclists are a vulnerable road user group and it is important that cyclists, especially young cyclists, are as safe as possible.

In the interests of promoting a safe cycling culture, the school wishes to adopt a Cycling to School Policy. Although schools are not legally in a
position to prohibit pupils (or staff) cycling to school they are entitled to regulate and prohibit bicycles entering school grounds and restricting access to
bicycle storage facilities. By having a cycling policy the school is demonstrating that it cares about the safety of its pupils inside and outside of the
school environment.

The reasons for the policy are multifaceted and include:

● Promotion of the safety of pupils’ cycling to school by:
- Requiring bicycles to be roadworthy;
- Running cycle training courses and thereby raising road safety awareness;
- Promoting the use of bicycle helmets.
● Address insurance and risk issues;
● Security of the bicycle;
● Environmental – cycling as a preferred means of transport will have a positive impact on the emission of harmful pollutants

The Cycle Permit

One way to implement and promote a cycling policy is to issue a Parking Permit to those pupils who wish to cycle to school. The permit would only be
issued to a pupil that satisfies the following criteria:

● The bicycle must be roadworthy (this is a legal requirement for any bicycle used on public roads and is the responsibility of the child’s
parents/guardians); See appendix 1- Bicycle Checklist which is sent home to parents of all children wishing to cycle to school.

● Approved cycle training must have been taken and Bikeability 2 achieved (available to years 5 and 6)
● If your child has not successfully completed cycle training to Bikeability 2 standard he/she may use the cycle park but we must have an

additional letter to say that he/she is accompanied by an adult to and from school.
● That a bicycle helmet should be worn – unless the pupil can provide valid reason for failing to do so e.g. Medical or religious. (While helmets

do not reduce the chance of being involved in a crash or simply falling off a bicycle they can provide significant protection to the head
helping to prevent or reduce the severity of head injuries);

● That the pupil follows the Highway Code and agrees to follow rules and instruction as to appropriate cycling behaviour, including carrying
school books etc in an appropriate manner;

● Cycles should not be ridden on the school grounds (due to the physical makeup and busy nature of our site). Cycles must be dismounted
when passing through the blue school gates- pedestrians always have priority.

● The pupil has signed parental/guardian consent.  The written consent form is to:

i. Inform the parent/guardian about the policy and the reasons for the policy;
ii. Ascertain signed parental/guardian consent for the pupil to cycle to/from school;
iii. Seek the agreement of the parent/guardian to comply with the requirements for the permit;
iv. Inform the parent/guardian that the school is not liable for theft of or damage to their child’s bicycle and it is recommended that

parents/guardians take out insurance for their child’s bicycle and personal injury accident insurance for their child.

Random spot checks may be used to ensure that the permit scheme is being complied with. Permits may be withdrawn from those pupils who do
not meet the requirements.  Only pupils with Parking Permits will be entitled to enter the school grounds with their bicycles.

It is important that both parents and pupils are aware of why the policy is in place.

If parents would like their child to cycle to school they should complete the attached permit form (Appendix 2) and return this to the
school office.  Parents should not allow their child to cycle to school until a permit has been issued to them by the school.

Cycle and Scooter Storage

The school provides a number of facilities for cycle and scooter storage that are both covered and uncovered. These are accessible from both the
Mansfield Road and Devon Way entrances. The school site is locked at most times with controlled gated entrances. The school encourages bikes
and scooters to be locked as a means of additional security but its insurance does not cover loss or damage to these. Please note Lovelace School
accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to bicycles or scooters parked on the school site - bikes are left on the school site at the owner’s risk.
Parents should check their own insurance cover.

Scooters
Lovelace Primary School is also keen to encourage the use of scooters as a more sustainable transport mode. Scooters provide an excellent
means of transport that is accessible to the majority of children. Indeed it is also a means of gaining physical exercise and can be part of maintaining
a healthy lifestyle. The school organises regular training sessions run alongside local authority staff for our Year 1 and Year 2 children to enable
them to be safe and responsible as they travel to and from school. Because of the large, hilly, busy and diverse nature of our school site, scooters
must be dismounted when passing through the main entrance blue school gates at Devon Way and Mansfield Road- pedestrians always have
priority.

E Scooters
As electric scooters are powered by a motor they are classified as a ‘motor vehicle’ under the law. As a result of this a person must be 18 and over
to use an e- scooter and consequently no pupil is allowed to ride one of these to and from school, or on the school site.

E Scooters cannot currently be ridden on a UK public road, cycle lane or pavement and those doing so are committing an offence. E Scooters can
be ridden on private land with the landowners permission. Because of the large, hilly, busy and diverse nature of our school site it is not appropriate
for e-scooters to be ridden or brought onto our school site and therefore Lovelace withholds permission for them to be on our grounds.
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