
Parent workshop: Phonics and Reading in Year 2 

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics
Teaching Early Reading Skills 



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Pure Sounds 



It is very important that we say the sounds 
correctly. We should not ad on the ‘er’ at the 
end of the sound as this confuses the children 
when they are blending and segmenting their 
words 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Alternative Pronunciations 



In Year 2 we begin to look at the fact that there 
are many graphemes that represent the same 
sound. 









There are also alternative pronunciations for the 
same grapheme. The children will begin to be able 

to select the correct/grapheme/pronunciation, 
the more that they read  and understand what 

they are reading. 





shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



High Frequency/Tricky Words 



Tricky words 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org
.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/




How to help your child with recognising The 
High Frequency Words/Tricky words 



Reading



Reading
Terminology





This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% -10% of the words by the time they 
bring the book home – but they should 
be able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Why reading to your child really matters



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting about it 
has a positive impact on children’s 
ability to:

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

Why read with your child at home?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



The number of books your child has 
encountered by the age of six is a 
positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

This benefit comes from:

Adults reading to children and children 
enjoying books simply by looking at them 
and talking about them.

Why does reading together 
every day matter?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



Studies show that it’s the enjoyment and chat 
that matters! 

The more you chat together about the book and 
things that interest your child, the more impact it 
has.

You don’t even have to read the words on the page 
– talking about the pictures is just as important.

If you can read the words, then use your voice to 
make them come alive. It will help your child 
understand the book even better.

Does it matter how we read 
with our children?



Use your home language. 

It is better for your child to hear expert talk from 
you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-forth talk 
between adults and children when they are 
sharing books that makes the difference to 
children’s language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better language and 
comprehension for your child in English.

Does it matter which language we use?



Let your child be the boss of the books they 
choose. Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, magazines, story 
books, picture books, poems and leaflets are all 
great for sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and talk about too.

Does the type of book matter?



Repeated reading of books is really beneficial for 
children. It helps them memorise parts of stories, 
words and phrases too.

Knowing a book or poem by heart is fun and 
powerful for children, they can ‘read’ the story 
with you, or join in with words of phrases.

If you really want to mix it up, offer another book 
alongside the much-loved favourite!

What if they always want to 
read the same book?



A love of reading is the 
biggest indicator of future 

academic success!


