
 

   

 

   

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

offspring 

A young animal or plant 
that is produced by 
reproduction of that 
species 

Inheritance 

When characteristics 
are passed onto 
offspring from their 
parents 

Variations 
The differences 
between individuals 
within a species 

Characteristics 

The distinguishing 
features or qualities 
that are specific to 
species 

Adaptation 

A trait (or 
characteristics) 
changing to increase a 
living things chances of 
surviving and 
reproducing 

Habitat 

A specific are  or place 
in which particular 
animals and plants can 
live 

Environment 

Contains many habitats 
and includes areas 
where there are both 
living and non-living 
things. 

Adaptive traits 
Genetic features that 
help a living thing 
survive 

Inherited traits 

These are traits that a 
received from parents 
and are often seen 
throughout families. 

  Evolution and 

Inheritance 

 Evolution is adaption over time 

and is a continuous process 

 Traits can be inherited or adaptive 

 Animals adapt to their environment 

to survive 

 Fossils allow scientist to study 

evolution over time 

 There are many types of 

environment: Polar regions, 

rainforests, grasslands, deserts 

and oceans 

 


