
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of another busy and productive term, it has been a joy to see classrooms at
Kingsclere CE Primary School filled with purposeful learning, curiosity and growing confidence.

Today’s Easter Cantata performance was a real highlight.  We were incredibly proud of every child
who took part, from the Samba Band’s joyful rhythms to the whole‑school singing, thoughtful
readings, and the beautifully delivered Easter messages and prayers. Thank you to Mrs Bowden for
organising the service, to all volunteers who supported the walk to and from the church, and to the St
Mary’s team for their continued partnership.  Events like this reflect the strength of our school
community. 

This week we also welcomed our Lead Learning Partner (LLP) for our annual Local Authority review,
and we are delighted to share that the feedback was extremely positive. The LLP noted the
consistency of teaching across the school, the high expectations we set for all pupils, and the way our
curriculum supports children to build strong knowledge and skills over time. She was particularly
impressed by pupils’ purposeful learning behaviours, the pride they take in their work, the respect
they show staff and their peers and the confidence with which they talk about their learning.  Our
inclusive approach was also recognised, with praise for how staff ensure every child has the support
and resources they need to succeed. Leaders and governors were commended for their strong
understanding of the school and their commitment to ongoing improvement. The LLP also recognised
the strong sense of community and the positive, respectful relationships that support pupils’ learning
and wellbeing.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It is a privilege to work with your children each day,
and we look forward to another term of learning, growth and shared success, when we return to
school after Easter on Monday 13  April.  th

Have a lovely Easter.

Kind regards,
Jo Messenger
Headteacher
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School Leaders

Our new School Leaders have embraced their
roles with real enthusiasm and diligence. Being a
School Leader means living our values of love,
courage and respect every day, and they have
already shown great commitment to this. Thank
you for your hard work so far and for the support
you’ve given in helping to organise school events
School Leaders! 

Home Learning

We were delighted to present our Home Learning certificates today to many
children who have shown real commitment, achievement and effort in
completing their home learning outside of school.

A big thank you also to parents and carers for supporting your child(ren) with
their home learning. Your encouragement makes a real difference to their
progress and confidence.



Relationship, Sex and Health Education Updates

The Department for Education has updated the statutory guidance for
Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE), which all schools will be
required to follow from September 2026. You can find the full guidance on the
DfE website: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-
education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education  

In preparation for this, we are reviewing and updating our school’s RSHE
Policy in consultation with staff and governors. We would also like to involve
parents and carers who would be interested in contributing to this work.

If you would like to take part, please let the school office know via ‘Reach
More Parents’. We will then contact you to arrange a time to meet with other
parents, Mrs Messenger and Mrs Taylor. No previous knowledge is needed -
just an interest and a willingness to be involved. This will be a warm,
welcoming and friendly working‑party meeting, and we’ll make sure tea, coffee
and biscuits are available too!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education


Story characters truly came to life in school
during World Book Day as our favourite book
characters stepped out of their pages and
into our classrooms. Costumes, giggles and
shared reading moments filled the day with
excitement. From superheroes and fairies to
curious creatures of every kind, the school
was alive with imagination, laughter and a
wonderful celebration of reading.

We were also pleased to see some lovely
photos in the Newbury Weekly News of
some of our classes.

Word Book Day at Kingsclere CE Primary School





Year 5 and Year 6 Trip to the Science Centre

Our pupils had a fantastic day exploring the Science Centre in Winchester.
They enjoyed the hands‑on exhibits and were especially wowed by the
Planetarium.

A wonderful day of learning and discovery. The children embraced every
activity with enthusiasm. A huge thank you to the staff and volunteers who
supported the trip and helped make the day run smoothly.



Lockdown Procedures

We want to let you know that this academic year we will be introducing a lockdown
practice with the children. This is part of our ongoing commitment to keeping
everyone safe in school and is in line with the upcoming requirements of Martyn’s Law
and the DfE’s guidance on lockdown procedures for schools.

Just as we regularly practise fire drills, a lockdown drill helps children and staff
understand what to do if we ever needed to stay safely inside the building.

To support the children, we will be sharing a gentle social story called ‘Alma and the
Lockdown’. This explains the idea in a calm, age‑appropriate way and helps children
understand that this is simply another safety routine - nothing to worry about.

Before we carry out the practice, staff will talk to the children, so they know exactly
what to expect. The drill will take place in the Summer Term.

Our staff team has been familiar with the school’s Lockdown Policy for many years.
Although we have regularly discussed the procedures, this will be the first time we
have carried out a practical drill with the children. Introducing this now ensures we
remain fully aligned with national guidance and helps children feel confident, calm,
and secure.

If you have any questions, please do get in touch - we are always happy to talk things
through.  Please see below an extract from the Lock Down Social Story.

‘Yesterday, Miss M sat us down and told us that we were
going to practice a ‘lockdown’. She explained to us that it
is similar to a fire drill, which we practise in case there is a
fire. 

Miss M explained that we do a lockdown practice so that
we know what to do if something happens in the area
outside the school, which makes it unsafe for us to go
outside. It could be a heavy storm or smoke from a nearby
fire. It could also be a person without a lanyard who the
adults need to check out to make sure they are safe. Or
maybe, it’s a lion that’s escaped from a zoo! But that’s not
very likely!  

Miss M explained that whatever it is, the adults will take
care of it. While they do, my friends and I do the
lockdown.’



West Berkshire and Hampshire Schools Cross Country 

We took 56 children to represent our school, and every single one of them showed our
values of love, courage and respect, not only to their own teammates, but to every
competitor on the course.

We are so proud of their determination, teamwork and the way they supported others
throughout the event. We would also like to thank all our parent helpers, who, without
them, we would not have been able to attend.

Well done to all our runners, you represented our school beautifully. 

Kyankowe CU Primary School Update
This month, we welcomed Canon Rev. Dodie Marsden, who shared stories from her recent visit to
our partner school, Kyankowe Church of Uganda Primary School, in Uganda.

Canon Rev. Dodie spoke about the incredible impact of the support given to the community
reflecting the values of caring, understanding and action.  Together, we have raised funding to help
them build a new kitchen and a new toilet block, creating safer and healthier spaces for their
children.

We were also delighted to hear how much the children in Kyankowe enjoyed listening to the Aesop’s
Fables sent over and written by children from our school. It was equally lovely to hear some African
Tales, during Dodie’s visit to Kingsclere, written by students from Kyankowe. This exchange of
stories continues to enrich both communities, and we are incredibly proud of the difference our
partnership is making.





A huge thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for our Reading Morning. 

We began the day with hot drinks and a presentation from our English Lead, Mrs
Stephenson, followed by a session from the School Library Service, who shared
fantastic tips and free resources to help families support reading at home.

Families then joined their children to see the work being carried out in their Shared
Reading Lessons. 

The PowerPoints and resource links have been shared with families via Reach More
Parents. We also encourage parents and carers to explore the wide range of free
reading books available through the SORA App, which offers a fantastic selection of
books for children to enjoy at home.



School Grounds Days at Kingsclere CE Primary School

There have been so many opportunities this March for children to enjoy our wonderful
school grounds. Pupils have loved taking their learning outside and making the most of
the Spring weather - whenever it decides to appear!

A huge well done to all our children for embracing outdoor learning with such
enthusiasm. We are incredibly fortunate to have such a special environment that
supports learning, curiosity and creativity in so many ways.

DayDay
Grounds Grounds 



 Mothering Sunday
Our reception class had a wonderful tea party this term with the

special ladies in their lives to celebrate Mothering Sunday! 

Year 1 and Year 2 have been
busy creating beautiful Easter
gardens as part of their RE
learning this week. The
children used natural materials
to represent the Easter story,
thinking carefully about
symbolism and the meaning
behind each element. 

Easter Gardens







Other Information

Please find posters on the following pages with information about
upcoming community events, school clubs, SEND support,
wellbeing opportunities and music activities. The school calendar is
included at the end of this section.  Thank you.





Free Workshops - Please see below information from The Base at Greenham
for families:

Join us for this welcoming series of free workshops for the whole family at the
Lookout Studio in The Base at Greenham.  Inspired by the themes and images

of our fantastic art exhibitions, one of our fabulous artists will help you to get
creative and have fun as a family.

 
 To book a place for your family, contact the box office or email:

lornac@cornexchangenew.co.uk. 
 Duration: 1-hour sessions 
 Free, all materials included

These free workshops are especially for families who are new to the UK, or
who may face financial or other barriers to experiencing quality visual art and

related activities.
 

 Spring 2026 dates:
 Sat 28 Mar (2pm - 3pm or 3pm - 4pm)

 Sun 12 Apr (10am - 11am or 11am - 12pm)
 Sat 25 Apr (10am - 11am or 11am - 12pm)







Join us at an event near you to find out about your local special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) support.
Our Discovery Days offer a welcoming space for families to explore
the wide range of local services and support available. They provide
the chance to speak directly with the teams who work with children
and young people with SEND, helping families access timely
information, early support, and meaningful connections within
their community.
Families can expect
• Opportunities to meet professionals from key SEND services

• Information stands from charities, providers, 

and community organisations

• General support and advice for children and 
young people aged 0 to 25

• Signposting to early help, assessment 
pathways, and inclusive activities

• A welcoming, relaxed environment where 
families can explore at their own pace

connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/localoffer

What if you could explore
your SEND Local Offer in
person, on one day?



Alton Maltings Centre 

Gosport Discovery Centre 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 

Alton GU34 1DT
Basingstoke Discovery Centre, 
Potters Walk, Basingstoke RG21 7LS

Pavilion on the Park, 1 Kingfisher Rd, 
Eastleigh SO50 9LH

Gosport PO12 1BT

 
Fareham PO16 7SJ

 
Andover SP10 3JH
Farnborough Library, Pinehurst 
Roundabout, Farnborough GU14 7JZ

Hampshire County Council HQ, Elizabeth II 
Court, The Castle, Winchester, SO23 8UJ

 
Petersfield GU31 4DZ

Park, Lyndhurst SO43 7NY
Leigh Park Community Centre, 
Dunsbury Way, Leigh Park, Havant PO9 5BG

,High St, 

PetersfieldFestivalHall, Heath Rd, 

,2 Maltings Close, 

,Main Car 

AndoverCommunity Church, Charlton Rd, 

XperienceYouthCentre, 70 Trinity St, 

Friday 
20 March

Saturday 
21 March

Thursday 
26 March
Tuesday 

14 April

Monday 
20 April

Tuesday 
28 April

Thursday 
30 April

Thursday 
7 May

Tuesday 
12 May
Friday 
15 May

Monday 
18 May

2pm
to 6pm

10am 
to 1pm
2pm 

to 6pm
2.30pm 
to 6pm
1pm 

to 5pm
12pm 
to 4pm

2.30pm 
to 6pm
2pm 

to 6pm
2pm 

to 6pm
2pm 

to 6pm
2pm 

to 6pm

Calendar of events this spring

To find more details on these events, or for further
information on the Hampshire Local Offer, visit 
connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/localoffer 
or scan the QR code.



Hampshire County Youth Choir 

OpenRehearsal
Friday 17 April 2026

The United Church, Jewry St, Wincheste
• 5-7pm - Show Choir (Y7 to Y13)

• 5:15-6:30pm - Junior Choir (Y2 to Y6)

• 7:30-8:45pm - Training Choir (Y7 to Y10)

• 7:30-9pm - Youth Choir (Y10 to Y13)

 

hcyc.hmsensembles.org.uk

For more info and to

sign up, please Click

Here.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm0ewPd4Vod1OtShZFZ18l3ZUQlQ3QlJXSDhPUFZWQjkzTUcyQVdTRk1WSyQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm0ewPd4Vod1OtShZFZ18l3ZUQlQ3QlJXSDhPUFZWQjkzTUcyQVdTRk1WSyQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n


School Calendar Dates 2025 - 2026

Date Event What pupils should wear
please or other

i f iMonday 30th April to
Friday 10th April

Easter Holiday

Monday 13th April Children return to school

Tuesday 21st April
Year 3 and Year 4 Greek
Day at Ufton Court

Permission Deadline 31.3.26
Lunch order by 28.2.26.. Children should
wear their PE kit and trainers, bring wet
weather gear and wellies please.

Thursday 23rd April
Year 5/6 Calshot Meeting
at 3.15pm

School Hall

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday School closed to pupils

Wednesday 6th May Book Fair after school
3.30pm to 4pm

School hall / courtyard

Thursday 7th May
 

Class Photographs 
 
Book Fair after school

School hall / courtyard

Friday 8th May Book Fair after school School hall / courtyard

Monday 11th to Thursday
14th May

Year 6 SATS week

18th – 22nd May Year 5 and Year 6
Residential

Monday 25th – 29th May Half Term School closed to pupils

Tuesday 2nd June Swimming Begins
Bag, towel, swimming 
costume, flipflops.

Monday 8th - 11th June Phonics Screening Checks



Friday 5th June Year R Trip to Wellington
Country Park

School uniform and
lunch

Friday 12th June

Sports Day
Year R + KS1 am @ 10am then
picnic lunch followed by KS2 pm
13:00. 

PE Kit 
House colour t-shirt

Friday 19th June Back Up Sports Day

Monday 29th June INSET Day School closed to pupils

Monday 6th July
Last week of school teacher
led clubs

Fee paying clubs
continue

Wednesday 8th July
Year 5 and Year 6
Performance at 13:15

Tickets on sale in June

Thursday 9th July
Year 5 and Year 6
Performance at 18:00

Tickets on sale in June

Monday 13th July
Year 3 and 4 Swimming Gala 
10:00 – 11:30

Swimming kit and two
towels needed

Tuesday 14th July Grounds Day Outdoor clothes

Wednesday 15th July
Year 5 and 6 Swimming Gala 
10:00 – 11:30

Swimming kit and two
towels needed

Friday 17th July
Disco and Y5/6 Oscar’s
night

Wednesday 22nd July
Year 6 Leavers’ Service at
St. Mary’s

Wednesday 22nd July
Last day of the Summer
Term before the Summer
holiday begins on 23rd July
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