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Instructions for Use

For all of your subjects, there are certain facts that you need to know in order for you to best
understand the content you study in lessons.

In this booklet are Knowledge Organisers for each subject which contain the core concepts that
you have to know to be successful in your lessons. 

The first 15 minutes of Home Learning is the same in all subjects (apart from Maths) and should
be completed in your single Home Learning exercise book:

 Look: read a specific section of the Knowledge Organiser.

 Cover: cover it over or put it to one side;

 Write: from memory, write out as much of the information as you can remember for that section;

 Check: check back with the Knowledge Organiser. Anything missing or incorrect, add in purple pen.

 Review: information you didn’t recall the first time you may wish to check in a different format, 
such as repeating the process or creating revision cards.

The next lesson, your teacher will check that you have completed this process and you will be
quizzed in your subject lesson to see what you can recall.
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Instructions for Use : Example

Show My Homework for Geography says:    ‘Knowledge Organiser: How to Read Grid References’. 

1. LOOK: carefully read the section of the Knowledge Organiser which you are learning.

2. COVER: cover it over or put it to one side.

3. WRITE: write out as many details as you can from memory.

Write the date 
then title 

(subject: focus)

Lay out your page 
with sections or 

questions to help 

4. CHECK: check back over your answer with the KO. Anything which is missing or incorrect,
add in in purple pen.

5. REVIEW: if you had significant gaps or parts you didn’t understand, repeat the process from Step 1. 

Correct and add 
more detail 
using your 

purple pen. 
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is your Maths homelearning
You do not have a knowledge organiser for maths. This is because the best way to remember and understand mathematics is to 

do it. Write your Sparx password in the space below so you don’t forget it.

Sparx username: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

Sparx password: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………

How do I log on?

Go to www.sparxmaths.uk. Select Kingsbridge Academy and enter your username and password.

What do I have to do each week? 

Complete all of your Compulsory Section Sparx homework and get it 100% correct.  If within your hour of home learning time 
you should complete the target and optional sections which are designed to help you make better progress in Maths. 

How long should it take?

Sparx will adjust your homework so it should take about 1 hour. If you find yourself taking longer than this, you should make 
sure you are coming for help on the difficult bits.

When should I do it?

You should complete your Sparx homelearning in the 4 allocated 15-minute slots in your homelearning timetable

What if I get stuck or can’t do it?

You can watch the videos, ask a friend or parent or ask a maths teacher (in person or by email). 

Why do I get different questions to my friend?

Sparx creates a custom homework just for you – because you are an individual. We are really pleased that we are able to offer 
you personalised homework.

Why do I have to do 100%?

We care about you and believe that you deserve to do well in maths. Students who do all questions learn more and get better 
results.

http://www.sparxmaths.uk/
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GCSE Maths

For GCSE Maths you are required to learn the following formulas. 
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Biology Year 11 Cycle 2
Key words

Gamete Specialised sex cell; sperm, egg, pollen

Monohybrid 
inheritance

Controlled by a single gene

Allele Different version of the same gene

Genotype The alleles an individual has e.g. Bb

Phenotype The physical expression of a gene e.g. brown eyes

Dominant allele Will always be expressed in the phenotype. Represented with a capital letter

Recessive allele Will only be expressed if there are two present. Represented by a lower case letter

Heterozygous Two different alleles e.g. Bb

Homozygous Two of the same allele e.g. BB or bb

Gene Short section of DNA that codes for a specific protein.

Variation Difference between individuals. Can be genetic, environmental or both.

Inherited disorders
Cystic fibrosis: Caused by 
the inheritance of two 
recessive alleles. Disorder of 
cell membranes, mostly 
affecting lungs and digestive 
system.
Polydactyly: Caused by the 
inheritance of a dominant 
allele. Results in one or 
more extra fingers and or 
toes.

Punnet square for working out inheritance.

Natural selection
• All individuals shows variation due to mutation.
• Some individuals better suited to the environment due 

to their advantageous genes. These individuals are more 
likely to survive and pass on these genes to their 
offspring.

• Individuals not well suited more likely to die.
• Overtime, the species will evolve.

Evidence for 
evolution: 
Fossil records 
and antibiotic-
resistant 
bacteria.

1. Asexual reproduction is when individuals make clones of 
themselves. Only one parent involved and no genetic mixing, no 
variation. Only mitosis involved.

2. Sexual reproduction involves the fusing of gametes, 2 parents and 
genetic mixing. Gives variation within a population.
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Biology Year 11 Cycle 2

Selective breeding
1.decide which characteristics are important enough to select
2.choose parents that show these characteristics
3.choose the best offspring from parents to produce the next generation
4.repeat the process continuously for many generations
N.B inbreeding can lead to loss of alleles from the population.

Genetic engineering
1. selection of the desired characteristic
2. the gene responsible for the characteristic is 'cut out' of the chromosome
3. the gene is transferred and inserted into another organism
4. replication of the modified organism.

Vaccine

Antibiotics treat bacteria only
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Pathogen Disease Symptoms 

Virus HIV Mild flu-like symptoms leading to AIDS

Virus Measles Fever, rash, can lead to infertility

Virus Tobacco mosaic virus (TMV) Infects chloroplasts, reducing ability to photosynthesis. Stunted. growth.

Bacteria Gonorrhoea Yellow/ green discharge, pain when urinating

Bacteria Salmonella Food poisoning (sickness and diarrhoea) 

Protist (vector spread) Malaria Recurrent episodes of fever, headache, vomiting.

Fungus Rose black spot Black spots on leaves, reducing photosynthesis
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Year 11 Chemistry
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P3 Particle Model– Yr11 Cycle 1: Knowledge Organiser

Specific heat 
capacity

The energy needed to raise the temperature of 1kg of a substance by 
1°C.

Specific Latent 
Heat

Then energy needed to change the state of 1kg of a substance without 
changing its temperature

Equations
ΔE = mc Δθ Change in thermal energy = mass x specific heat capacity x temperature change
E = mL  Energy required to change state = mass x specific latent heat

Method:
1. Using the balance, measure and 

record the mass of the copper block 
in kg.

2. Wrap the insulation around the 
block.

3. Put the heater into the large hole in 
the block and the block onto the 
heatproof mat.

4. Connect the power pack and 
ammeter in series and the 
voltmeter across the power pack.

5. Using the pipette, put a drop of 
water into the small hole.

6. Put the thermometer into the small 
hole and measure the temperature.

7. Switch the power pack to 12V and 
turn it on.

8. Read and record the voltmeter and 
ammeter readings – during the 
experiment, they shouldn’t change.

9. Turn on the stop clock and record 
the temperature every minute for 
10 minutes.

10. Record the results in the table.
11. Calculate work done and plot a line 

graph of work done against 
temperature.
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P4 Atomic Structure – Yr11 Cycle 1: Knowledge Organiser

Ionising 
Radiation

Radiation that removes electrons from atoms, forming 
ions.

Isotope
An atom that has the same number of protons but a 
different number of Neutrons.

Irradiation When an object is exposed to a radioactive source

Contamination
When an object comes into contact with a radioactive 
source and  the radioactive material stays in or on the 
object.

Half life
The time taken for the number of radioactive nuclei in a 
source to half

Ion
A charged atom that has a different number of electrons 
to protons
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Making of America (Growing Tensions 1789-1838) Knowledge Organiser

1 Name three states which joined the USA between 1790 and 
1838

Maine; Alabama; Ohio; Indiana; Illinois; Michigan; Tennessee; Mississippi; 

Vermont; Missouri; Rhode Island; Kentucky; Louisiana; Arkansas

2 Name one early President of the USA 1789-1838 George Washington; John Adams; James Madison; Thomas Jefferson; James 

Monroe; John Adams; Andrew Jackson;

3 What powers did states have to make laws? Each had its own Governor and could make their own laws but couldn’t go 

against the US Constitution

4 How many slaves lived in the South by 1838? Over 2 million

5 Give three reasons why slavery expanded Cotton gin sped up the process of separating cotton fibres.

- New cotton-growing lands became available after 1790

- A huge demand from the North and overseas

6 What piece of machinery did Eli Whitney invent? Cotton Gin

7 How much cotton was the USA exporting by 1838? Over a million bales a year

8 Explain how the Missouri Compromise tried to solve divisions 
over slavery in the USA

New states would be in pairs: For every free state there would have to be a 
slave state. This would keep the balance of power in government

9 Name three of the Five Civilised Tribes The Cherokee; Chickasaw; Choctaw; Creek; Seminole

10 What was the Indian Removal Act of 1830? A law that promised money to tribes if they relocated to the west of the 
Mississippi

11 Which tribe challenged the Indian Removal Act in the 
Supreme Court?

Cherokee

12 Which President was responsible for the Indian Removal Act? Andrew Jackson.

13 What was the ‘Trail of Tears?’ Cherokee were force marched to Indian Territory. 4000 died.

Supreme Court Highest, most important court in the USA

Constitution Set of ‘rules’ by which a country is run, eg. Who can vote

Congress USA’s place of government (Like UK’s Houses of Parliament)

State Areas of the USA with their own government and a governor. They can pass some laws.

Territory Land with not enough people to be a State. They don’t send representatives to Congress.

Key Terms
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Making of America (Visions of  the West 1839-1860) Knowledge Organiser

1 Name the two main branches of the Sioux Indians Lakota and Dakota. Lakota Sioux were more experienced with guns and horses.

2 What was the main source of food for the Cheyenne? Buffalo

3 What was the name of the sacred centre of Sioux culture? Black Hills of Dakota

4 Explain why the Sioux moved on to the Plains Sioux homelands began filling up with other Indian tribes escaping white 
expansion in the East

5 Why did migrants from East USA want to travel West from 
the 1849s onwards?

Economic problems in the East.; Oregon and California had advertising 
campaigns to attract people.; Manifest Destiny – the belief that God wanted 
white people to settle in the West of America

6 Name two diseases which killed people on the trails to 
Oregon and California

Cholera and Typhoid

7 Who led the Mormons to Utah? Brigham Young

8 Why were the Mormons so keen to settle in the West? They wanted to practise their religion. They had been persecuted in the East 
and their leader; Joseph Smith had been killed.

9 Where was gold first discovered in California in 1848? Sutter’s Mill, California Territory

10 Name two states or territories added to the USA between 
1839 and 1860

California, Colorado, Utah, Kansas

11 Why did more people go to Pike’s Peak than to California to 
search for gold?

It was nearer and easier to get to. Plus, trains could take you to the edge of the 
Plains.

12 What impact did the gold rush have on California? Improved Californian economy (created jobs); Impacted negatively on Indians; 
environmental impact (mining damaged landscapes and created flooding)

13 Impacts of Pike’s Peak Population rose = Colorado became a state. New towns grew, tensions with 
Native Americans 

Key Terms

Sioux The largest Indian tribe

Mormons A religious group. Christian but with specific beliefs different to most Christians

Gold Rush Many people travelling to find gold 

Wakan Tanka The Great Spirit – The idea that all living things had their own spirit which came from the earth.

Manifest Destiny The belief that God’s plan was for white Americans to settle the whole continent of America
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Making of America (Cause and aftermath of Civil War) Knowledge Organiser

1 Which political party was established in 1854? The Republican Party (an anti-slavery party) 

2 What Act was passed in 1854 that allowed states to 
decide if they wanted to be free or slave states?

Kansas-Nebraska Act

3 Give a political reason for the start of the Civil War People in the North were worried that slaveholders in the South were becoming too 
powerful. People in  the South were angry at the election of President Lincoln

4 Give an economic reason for the start of the Civil War The North was jealous that the South were benefitting from slavery – i.e.. not paying their 
workforce and receiving huge profits from cotton

5 How did the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 lead 
to Civil War?

His election in 1860 meant that South Carolina voted to secede (leave) the United States. 

It was quickly followed by 6 other states. Lincoln called this ‘Confederacy’ of states illegal.

6 When was the Emancipation Proclamation  (which 
freed all slaves) issued?

1863

7 Name one positive change for black Americans during 
the Civil War

By 1862, South Carolina was freed, and ex-slaves began setting up regiments. Many slaves 
in the South were given 40 acres of land by General Sherman.

8 Name one negative change for black Americans 
during the Civil War

Some slaves were made to hard labour (eg. digging ditches). Some slaves continued 
working on cotton plantations even though they were free. They were paid less than white 
soldiers.

9 In what year did soldiers get equal pay in the army? 1864 (but they still couldn’t serve as officers)

10 What was the Sea Islands Experiment? Islands of the coast of South Carolina were given to freed slaves of the South

11 Name two steps that Lincoln took to rebuild the USA Passed the 13th Amendment freeing slaves. Set up the Freedman’s Bureau (a charity to help 
ex-slaves)

12 Name two ways President Johnson failed to help 
black Americans

Ended the Freedman’s Bureau; Allowed Southern states to introduce Black Codes 
(removed rights for blacks); pardoned (forgave) thousands of Confederate soldiers

13 Name two ways Radical Republicans helped black 
Americans

Re-established the Freedman’s Bureau; Passed a Civil Rights Law in 1866; Passed the 14th 
and 15th Amendments (saying that blacks could be citizens and could vote); Sent in soldiers 
to police the South

14 Name two ways things got worse for Black Americans 
after 1870

Freedman’s Bureau shut down in 1872; The Supreme Court said that voting rights were 
down to states to decide; In 1877, soldiers stationed in the South were removed.

Emancipation Proclamation A statement made by Abraham Lincoln in 1863 declaring that all slaves will be free 

Key Terms
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Making of America (Settlement and conflict on the Plains) Knowledge Organiser

1 Name an impact of the railroads on Indians Disrupted buffalo hunting grounds; Encouraged settlers and cattle ranchers to settle on Plains.

2 Name an impact of the railroads on workers Created jobs for thousands (12,000 of whom were Chinese). Paid poorly and working conditions were terrible.

3 Name an impact of the railroads on the USA New towns were created. More railroads were created. By 1880s, journey across USA could be done in days 
rather than months.

4 Why did the cattle industry cause tension and 
conflict on the Plains?

Texas Longhorn disrupted buffalo roaming areas. Overgrazing of Plains meant buffalo started to die out.

5 Give two reasons why people moved to the 
Plains

Cheap land; Railroads meant farmed goods could be sold easily; Homestead Act (1860) offered people 160 
acres free for 5 years.

6 Why were the Plains so difficult to farm on? Plains was a long way from big towns, so supplies were difficult to get. Few trees so building was difficult. 
Cholera a problem. People felt isolated.

7 Name two solutions homesteaders used to 
survive on the Plains?

Houses were made from earth (sod) Dry-farming techniques and new types of wheat (like Turkey red) which 
grew well on the Plains. Barbed wire meant enclosing land was easy. Wind pumps used to draw clean water.

8 What caused Little Crow’s War in 1862? Little Crow (Chief) had signed a reservation agreement in return for supplies from US government. Reservation 
officials refused to give emergency supplies even when the  Sioux were starving.

9 What were the results of Little Crow’s War? Little Crow was killed. 38 Santee Sioux were publically hanged. Remaining Santee Sioux were forced to move 

to reservation in Dakota.

10 What caused Red Cloud’s War 1866-68? Gold discovered on the Sioux reservation in 1862. Red Cloud began attacking some miners. The US 
government set up forts.

11 What were the results of Red Cloud’s War? The US were defeated. Fort Laramie Treaty signed promising no settlers on Sioux land.

12 What caused the Great Sioux War? Gold discovered on sacred ground. US govt. ordered all Sioux to leave but many refused.

13 What were the results of the Great Sioux War? General Custer defeated by Sitting Bull,  but Sioux eventually forced onto reservations.

Texas Longhorn A breed of cattle that is particularly good for beef

Reservation Areas of land that Indians were forced to live on

Dry-Farming A technique of using soil to retain rainwater. This was used on the dry plains to grow crops.

Fort Laramie Treaty Treaty signed in 1868 (after previously being signed in 1851) that guaranteed US settlers wouldn’t enter Indian lands without permission

Cattle Ranchers People who made lots of money by rearing cattle and selling it for beef

Key Terms
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Making of America (Changing lives 1877-1900) Knowledge Organiser

1 Give three ways the US government tried to 
destroy the plains Indians culture

Tribes split up; Indians forced to convert to Christianity; Indian children forced to choose English 
names; history lessons showed Indians as barbaric.

2 Which group tried to protect the rights of Native 
Americans?

‘Friends of the Indian’ set up in 1883

3 How did they, in fact, help to destroy the Indian 
cultures?

They set up schools to help Indian children learn English. They persuaded the US government to pass 
the Dawes Act in 1887. It gave each Indian family 160 acres if they gave up their claims to tribal lands

4 How was life in the South for blacks still bad 
after the end of Reconstruction?

Majority worked as sharecroppers; Jim Crow laws meant there was segregation in the South; Blacks 
didn’t have access to better paid jobs.

5 What opportunities were there in the West for 
blacks after the end of Reconstruction?

Homestead Act was open to blacks. By 1879, over 6000 black Americans had moved to Kansas. They 

were known as the exodusters

6 How did life for Blacks in the North improve 
after 1877?

In 1882 Booker T Washington set up a school to train black children to be farmers and house 

servants. In 1900 he set up the Negro Business League.

7 How did Big Business create positive 
opportunities between 1977 and 1900?

Cotton and tobacco demand increased so created jobs. Huge ‘bonanza’ farms meant jobs for many 

who couldn’t afford their own land. Growth of railroads meant demand for coal, iron and steel. 

8 What negative impact did Big Business have on 
people between 1877 and 1900

Cotton demand meant more blacks as poorly paid sharecroppers; American Tobacco Company 

refused to improve wages; Small farms lost out to Bonanza Farms

9 How did the growth of cities create new 
opportunities for people between 1877 and 
1900?

Work, entertainment, education and freedom. 

10 What problems did the growth of cities lead to? Overcrowding & Disease

11 Why did people want to move to America? American economy was booming by 1880s; USA offered freedom of religion and thought

12 What problems did immigrants face in America? Immigrants often ended up in the poorest areas of cities; Laws preventing Chinese workers from 

moving freely in California. Immigrants often ended up in the poorest areas of cities.

Jim Crow laws The name given to laws that separated white and black people in the South

Sharecropper Many black people lived on land owned by whites and had to give them 2/3 of their crops as rent. It gave control to white 
people and felt a lot like slavery to black people.

Homestead Act 1862 law that said people could get 160 acres of land on the Plains if they paid a small fee and stayed on the land for 5 years.

Bonanza farms Huge farms owned by large businesses. Around 10,000 acres in size

Key Terms
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Nazi Germany (Democracy to Dictatorship) Knowledge Organiser

1 How did the Depression affect Germany? High unemployment meant people found the Nazi message more appealing and voted for  
them.

2 When did Hitler become Chancellor? January 1933

3 When was the Reichstag Fire? February 1933

4 Which political party did the Nazis blame the fire 
on?

The Communists

5 When was the Enabling Act passed? March 1933

6 How did the Enabling Act help Hitler secure 
power?

It gave him powers of a dictator. He used it to ban other political parties, make Trades 
Unions Nazi and took control of local governments and newspapers.

7 What does Gleichschaltung mean? ‘Bringing Germany into line’

8 During the period of Gleichschaltung who was 
affected?

The Jewish were persecuted by law, Trade Unions were shut down as were political 
opposition.

9 When was the Night of the Long Knives? June 1934

10 Who was the leader of the SA that was killed 
during the Night of the Long Knives?

Ernst Rohm

11 How did the Night of the Long Knives help Hitler? The army became loyal to the Nazis; The SA’s power was reduced; A culture of fear was 
created.

12 When did  President Hindenburg die? August 1934

13 How did Hindenburg’s death help Hitler? The German Army swore an oath of loyalty to Hitler. Hitler combined the offices of 
Chancellor and President to become ‘Fuhrer’ (meaning ‘leader’)

Key Terms

Reichstag The German seat of government (like Britain’s Parliament)

SA The ‘Storm Troopers’. The Nazis’ army (different to Germany’s army). It lost strength after the Night of the Long Knives.

SS Hitler’s personal army. This gained strength after the Night of the Long Knives. The members were more purely ‘Aryan’.

Enabling Act The law passed that meant Hitler could pass laws without consulting the Reichstag.

Fuhrer The title Hitler created after Hindenburg died. It means ‘Leader’
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Nazi Germany (Controlling Germany) Knowledge Organiser

1 How did the Nazis control Germany? Propaganda; Terror; Weak opposition; The Nazis were popular.

2 Who was the head of propaganda in Nazi 
Germany?

Josef Goebbels

3 Who led the SS? Heinrich Himmler

4 What was the Gestapo? Nazi Secret Police

5 What examples of terror did the Nazis use? Nazis controlled the police, the judges, they used the SS and Gestapo, and they 
used concentration camps.

6 What examples of propaganda did the Nazis use? Newspapers, Posters, ‘People’s Radio’ sets, Rallies, Film, Berlin Olympics

7 Which political groups opposed the Nazis? The Communists; the Social Democrats

8 Why were political groups not effective? Social Democrats and Communists remained divided. Communists were 
identified and arrested by Gestapo.

9 Name the anti-Nazi Protestant Church The Confessional Church

10 Who led the Confessional Church? Martin Niemoller

11 Why was the Church ineffective at opposing the 
Nazis?

Nazis closed down Church schools and arrested some Church leaders, like 
Niemoller.

12 What was the name of the ‘Nazi’ Church? Reich Church

13 In what ways was the Church successful in opposing 
the Nazis?

6000 pastors joined the Confessional church; Cardinal Galen criticised the 
Nazis successfully.

14 Which youth groups opposed the Nazis? Swing Kids; Young Communists; Edelweiss Pirates

Concentration Camp A prison for people who went against the Nazi regime 

Gestapo Secret police. Relied on denunciations from people. Used brutal methods to get people to confess.

Denunciation To tell the Nazi authorities about someone who is not loyal to the Nazi regime

Propaganda Exaggerated or even false information that is published in order to influence people.

Key Terms
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Nazi Germany (Changing lives for Germans) Knowledge Organiser

1 How did life for workers improve? Most people had a job; Average  wages rose; Beauty of Labour improved conditions.

2 How did life for workers get worse? Trade Unions were abolished; People forced into National Labour Service; Cost of living rose.

3 What was the Strength through Joy? It organised better leisure activities and holidays for workers (although most didn’t benefit)

4 What was the  one condition of the 
Marriage Loan?

The wife had to leave her job

5 In what ways were Nazi policies towards 
women successful?

Marriages increased to 772,000 by 1939; Number of women in higher education dropped.

6 In what ways were Nazi policies towards 
women unsuccessful?

Births dropped by 1939; Number of women in employment increased (eg. 3.3 million in industry)

7 What roles were children prepared for at 
school?

Girls to be mothers/housewives; boys to be soldiers.

8 In what ways were Nazi policies towards 
children successful?

School lessons designed to indoctrinate children; specialist schools for leaders; Hitler Youth made 
compulsory in 1939.

9 In what ways were Nazi policies towards 
children unsuccessful?

Many children bored by Hitler Youth and resented the message. 3 million had not joined by 1938

10 What were Jews banned from in March 
1933?

Jewish lawyers banned from conducting legal affairs in Berlin.

11 What did the Nuremburg Laws of 1935 
involve?

Marriages banned between Aryans and Jews. Jews are no longer citizens.

12 What happened on Kristallnacht in 1938? 267 synagogues destroyed; 91 Jews killed; 30,000 Jews sent to concentration camps.

13 What did Jews have to do by 1939? Jews have to hand over jewellery, gold, silver and pearls.

Key Terms

Eugenics The study of improving the human race. It is not at all considered a science today.

Beauty of Labour Aimed to improve the workplace by building new toilets, showers and facilities.

Adolph Hitler Schools Schools for children who were seen as future leaders of Nazi Germany. They were not very successful.

Hitler Youth Groups (a bit like Scouts) for indoctrinating children and encouraging physical exercise.

Indoctrination Brainwashing e.g. Making sure schools indoctrinated children into Nazi thinking.
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Nazi Germany (Germany in War) Knowledge Organiser

1 What kind of problems did Germans face when war 
broke out?

Foods, clothing, shoes and coal were strictly rationed; German civilians spent 
much time queuing, and the quality of products was reduced. In the spring of 
1940, the RAF began bombing campaigns in Germany.

2 What items were soon rationed in Germany? Bread, potatoes, butter, milk, cheese, eggs, cereal.

3 By 1941, what percentage of Germans were in war-
related work?

55%

4 Who was made Minister of Armaments and War 
Production?

Albert Speer

5 How did the war change lives for women? 1.5 million were in the workforce by 1941

6 Who carried out the 1944 bomb plot against Hitler? Colonel von Stauffenburg

7 Which religious leaders publically criticised the Nazis? Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Cardinal Galen

8 How did the White Rose Group criticise the Nazis? Leaflets. One was called ‘An appeal to all Germans’

9 Who led the White Rose Group? Sophie and Hans Scholl

10 What examples of passive resistance were there? Reading banned literature; listening to the BBC; hiding Jews

11 How did total war impact people in Germany? Women to join war effort; more shortages; more propaganda

12 How many people died in the bombing of Dresden? 25,000

13 What did Goebbels do to ensure Germany was focused 
on war?

½ million workers had to be soldiers; forced labour from other countries; more 
propaganda

14 When did the Nazis surrender? May 1945

Military expenditure The amount a country spends on war

Passive resistance Non-violent opposition

Total War When everyone is enlisted to support the war effort

Volksturm People’s Storm (army). An army of young and old not already fighting. It was ineffective.

Key Terms
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Nazi Germany (Occupation of Europe) Knowledge Organiser

1 What did Nazis aim to achieve in Poland? Himmler in 1940 tried an experimental strategy in Poland – to remove as 
many of the Polish and Slavic people as possible and replace them with 
Germans.

2 What did the Nazis do to the Polish people? Between 1939-45 over 1.5 million Poles were deported and forced to 
work in labour camps. 

3 Why did the Nazis treat the Netherlands better? Dutch people were considered by the Nazis to have an ‘Aryan 
background’

4 What else demonstrated the Nazis were less harsh to the 
Netherlands?

The Dutch education system wasn’t changed as the Nazis knew there 
would be a backlash to this.

5 What happen to the 1944 Polish Uprising to resist the Nazis? The uprising was brutally crushed by the Nazis. 

6 What kind of resistance happened in the Netherlands? Anti-Nazi leaflets were printed, and registry offices were attacked to gain 
access to ration cards and blank identity cards

7 What was the name of France that collaborated with the Nazis? Vichy France

8 When did the Nazis starting putting Jews in ghettos? 1940

9 How many Jewish people did the Einsatzgruppen kill in 1941? Around 1 million

10 What was the name of the gas used to kill Jewish people? Zyklon B

11 What did senior Nazis decide at the Wannsee Conference  in 
1942?

To mass murder all Jewish people in Europe

12 How many people died at Auschwitz? About 1.1 million killed

Hans Frank The name of the Nazi Governor in charge of part of Poland

Ghettos Enclosed districts where Jews would live in isolation from non-Jewish people

Einsatzgruppen Killing units which were made up of SS, police& locals.
When they reached villages, the Einsatzgruppen rounded up Jews and communists

Wehrmacht The German Army

Collaboration Working with (the Nazis) to help them in their occupation

Key Terms
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Censorship The practice of suppressing and 
limiting access to materials 
considered obscene, offensive or a 
threat to security. People may be 
restricted in their speech by 
censorship laws. 

Discrimination Acts of treating groups of people, or 
individuals differently, based on 
prejudice. 

Extremism Believing in and supporting ideas that 
are very far from what most people 
consider correct or reasonable. 

Human Rights The basic entitlements of all human 
beings, afforded to them simply 
because they are human. An example 
of human rights as stated in the 
declaration of Human Rights is that 
all people should receive an education. 

Personal 
conviction 

Something a person strongly feels or 
believes in. 

Prejudice Pre-judging: judging people to be 
inferior or superior without cause. 

Relative 
Poverty 

A standard of poverty measured in 
relation to the standards of a society 
in which a person lives, for example, 
living on less than x percent of 
average UK income

Absolute 
poverty 

An acute state of deprivation, 
whereby a person cannot access the 
most basic human needs.  

Social 
justice 

Promoting a fair society by 
challenging injustice and valuing 
diversity. Ensuring that everyone has 
equal access to provisions, equal 
opportunities and rights. 

UNDHR  United Nations Declaration 
of Human Rights 

First article 
of UNDHR 

“All humans are born free 
and equal in dignity and 
rights.” 

Eight-Fold 
Path 

The Middle Way / 
Threefold Way / Magga - 
eight guiding principles to 
be followed throughout a 
Buddhists life

Agape Selfless, unconditional 
love, the highest of the 
four types of love in the 
Bible. 

Dignity Being worthy of honour or 
respect

Empowered Authority or power given 
to someone to do 
something 

Oppressed Governed or treated with 
cruelty or injustice 

Oscar 
Romero 

Was born in El Salvador in 1917. 
Became a priest in 1942, 
Archbishop of El Salvador in 1977. 
Was shot dead for his personal 
conviction 

Martin 
Luther King 

Influenced by Jesus’ teachings on 
love. Campaigned against racism in 
the USA, through non-violent 
protest. “love one another.”

Christian Aid Christian Charity working in 
partnership with local 
organisations in over 60 countries 
to help those in need – regardless 
of religion

Karuna Trust Inspired by Buddhist values, we 
exist to end discrimination, 
poverty and inequality in India and 
Nepal. Focused on education, 
gender equality and dignified 
livelihoods, transforming 
communities and changing society

Malala 
Yousafzai 

Human rights campaigner - against 
a lack of education for girls. 
“Everyone has the right to 
education.” 

Liberation 
Theology 

Christian idea that God has the 
power to change situations in the 
world that are unjust. 

Religious 
discrimination 

Unequal treatment of an 
individual or group based on 
their beliefs. 

Racism Discrimination against 
people on the basis of their 
race. 

Religious 
Expression 

Having the freedom to 
express your religion – 
through clothing, symbols, 
mission, conversion, 
evangelism. 

Mission Calling of a religious 
organisation, especially a 
Christian one, to go out 
into the world and spread 
its faith.

The Parable 
of the Rich 
Man and 
Lazarus

“… in your lifetime you were given 
all the good things, while Lazarus 
got all the bad things… now he is 
enjoying himself here, while you 
are in pain.

Amnesty 
International 

Human rights organisation,
campaigning against injustice
& inequality everywhere.

1. Part A - Key Terms

Buddhist teaching - We all had previous lives as people of all colours and all nations. - RE - Issues of Human 
Rights -  “You are all in in Jesus Christ”

2. Key Terms 3.Key people, organisations and teachings 
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t Christianity  - The first book 
of the Bible teaches that God 
created human and animal life. 

t All human life is special as it is 
created by God and should be 
protected. 

t Each person should be treated 
with selfless, unconditional 
love – agape. 

t Every person is sacred, and 
worth is a core Christian 
belief

t Jesus showed In his teachings 
and practices that all life 
should be valued: The Good 
Samaritan / visiting the lepers 

t Pope Francis refers to the 
importance of caring for the 
homeless and elderly. 

ß All life is special and should be 
protected as only humans can 
reveal Buddha-Nature 
(Mahayana) or attain 
Arhathood (Theravada).

ß Each life is unique and valuable 
beyond measure.

ß All forms of life are caught in 
the cycle of existence 
(samsara) and are affected by 
actions and their Karma

ß Dependent origination teaches 
that life of each being is 
bound up with that of every 
other being. All forms of life 
should be treated with 
compassion and loving-
kindness. It teaches 
harmlessness and non-violence 
(ahimsa).

ß Ahimsa is the first of the 5 
Precepts, part of the Noble 
Eight-Fold Path (Right Action)

ß Karuna (compassion) means 
putting yourself in another’s 
place, trying to imagine their 
feelings and exercising metta 
(loving –kindness)

4. The sanctity of life 
5. Practices to promote human rights, 
including equality 

t Agape in Action – following the action 
of Jesus many Christian charities 
express agape, e.g. helping at 
Salvation Army Hostels, working in 
Church Food Banks, volunteering for 
St Vincent de Paul

ß Dharma in Action – following the 
Dharma (teachings) of the Buddha 
many Buddhists have taken part in 
campaigns to support equality, e.g. 
Dalai Lama, and to show loving 
kindness to others (metta) e.g. 
members of the Buddhist Prison 
Chaplaincy 

6. Acquisition  & use of wealth 

ß Giving to those in need is an important 
virtue

ß Siddhartha Gautama gave up a life of 
riches 

ß Should avoid extremes and follow the 
Middle Way 

t A person’s value should be based on 
their actions rather than their 
possessions. 

t The parable of the Rich man and 
Lazarus. 

7. religious charities to alleviate poverty 

ß All people are equal and have within them the nature of enlightenment 
ß Things such as gender, wealth and race, which separate people, are all 

illusory 
ß Buddhists try to follow Right Action – the Fourth of the Nobel Eight Fold 

path, which guide people in their lives. Right action includes five precepts 
for all Buddhists: not to destroy or harm life, not to take what is not given, 
not to misuse sex, not to lie, not to cloud the mind with drugs and alcohol. 

ß By following the Eight-Fold Path, avoiding prejudice and discrimination, it is 
possible to avoid negative karma and rebirth, and cause positive effects to 
occur in your life. 

ß The Buddha rejected the caste system and taught that all people are equal.
ß Metta (loving kindness) towards all beings is stressed. 
ß Women are usually able to take part in all aspects of work, service and 

action 
ß Some traditions do have nuns, although full ordination in Theravada 

Buddhism has faded out. 
t Prejudice and discrimination are unacceptable and are against Christian 

teachings
t God created all human beings as equals, regardless of race, ability or 

gender "There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.“

t The Ten commandments give guidance on living in harmony with others 
t Jesus’s example of his treatment of lepers and outcasts
t Jesus did not discriminate against women e.g. Jesus asks a Samaritan 

woman for a drink of water 
t The Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches do not allow women to 

become priests
t In many other churches such as Anglican or Methodist, woman can be 

priests, ministers or bishops.

8. Prejudice and discrimination 

t Martin Luther King – as a Christian he believed in Jesus’ teaching on love 
and non-violence, and that all humans were equal in the eyes of God 

t He believed and dreamed of a world where people would not be 
discriminated against because of race / He gave speeches, organised 
campaigns and protest marches – all of which were peaceful and non-violent 
– to promote equality for all.

t “we must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools.” 
ß B.R. Ambedkar – leading activist and social reformer, dedicated to 

improving the lives and opportunities for those discriminated against in 
India 

ß He campaigned to get rid of the caste system in India 
ß He believed in social equality and justice for all & worked against 

“untouchability”. 
ß He became a Buddhist, “ I like the religion that teaches equality, liberty 

and fraternity.” 

9. Racial discrimination and examples of campaigners 

ß Karuna Trust – Inspired by Buddhist 
values of Compassion (Karuna). Aims to 
end caste discrimination. 

ß Fundraising to support individuals and 
communities 

ß Supports hostels for children with 
disabilities 

t Christian Aid – aims to challenge 
systems that favour the rich and 
reflects that God loves all. 

t Organises projects to educate people / 
publicises examples of inequality and 
poverty 

t Works cooperatively with faith and 
secular groups 
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