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Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

 
The last two weeks 
 
At Blackawton Primary, the countdown is here, 
The sparkle is building—our favourite time of year! 
We’re festive and ready, all excitement in swing, 
With rehearsals and glitter and carols we sing. 

The hall fills with twinkles, soft shimmering light, 
As nativities shine and warm hearts every night. 
Together we gather, sharing moments so sweet, 
A time filled with kindness and memories to keep. 

So come join the journey—there’s still more to do, 
Fun activities waiting and surprises for you. 
The pantos bring laughter, applause and delight, 
With costumes and chorus that brighten the night. 

At Blackawton Primary, we treasure it all, 
From practising songs to decking the hall. 
These final two weeks will be joyful and fun, 
Making memories together—each and every one. 
 

 

Friday 5th December 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 95% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 96% 

Class 4 95% 

Class 5 90% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



 

 

 

 

Monday 8 December 2025 Yr5 parents: residential talk, 3:30pm 

Monday 8 December 2025  Wreath making evening (book your place via fobs.org.uk)  

Tuesday 9 December 2025 EYFS Christmas trip  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)   

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Thursday 11 December 2025 EYFS Christmas fun run 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church, 2:15 to 3pm 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Panto trip (Yr1 to Yr6)  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)  

Thursday 18 December 2025 Toddler playgroup Christmas party, 10:00 in the Nursery hut 

Thursday 18 December 2025 EYFS Christmas party 

Thursday 18 December 2025 Class Christmas tree trail, school hall, 2:30 to 3pm 

Thursday 18 December 2025  Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church, 6pm (meet in 

school hall from 5:30pm, details tbc) 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 . 

 

Please note: new dates could be added after this version of the calendar is published and all dates are 

subject to cancellation / change. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“Countdown to Christmas” 

 

Nursery 
 

Children have enjoyed the classic gingerbread tale and 
even acted it out, running,                                                                
chasing and repeating the                                                                    
famous line, “Run, run as                                                          
fast as you can”.  

Our room smelled like a                                                             
bakery as the children                                                                           
explored the spiced                                                                   
ginger play dough and made                                                   
their own gingerbread person                                                             
biscuit. They rolled, shaped                                                                  
and added the features to                                                                  
bake their creations. 

 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
We have been makers this week in Class 2. We have made swing 
sets out of modelling equipment and focussed on how we can use 
cuts to make effective joins. We have realised that effective joins 
are not only those that have been made with lots of masking tape, 
but ones that are secure. In maths we have explored symmetry 
and locating vertical lines of symmetry. We have in English  
explored nouns and adjectives in our class poem 'Cold' by   
Shirely Hughes. In PE we have used tag rugby belts to explore 
attacking and defending.  

 

 

Class 3  

We have truly enjoyed getting into the Christmas spirit! Our focus has 
been on celebrating kindness, new beginnings, and generosity and 
the children have shown these values beautifully in everything they’ve 
done. One of the highlights has been seeing the children share their 
playtimes with different peers. Mixing with new friends has helped 
everyone grow in confidence, show kindness, and build a stronger 
classroom community. We’ve also discovered some amazing chess 
players among us! It has been wonderful to see the children challenge 
themselves, think strategically, and support one another during games. 
Another special moment this week was taking part in the STAR Trail 
at the church. The class explored the greatest story of all time – The 
Christmas Story – through a range of creative and reflective          
activities. The children spoke with members of the community and 
learned more about the powerful messages of generosity and kindness 
at the heart of Christmas. It has been a joyful and heart-warming 
week, and we are so proud of Class 3 for embracing the Christmas 
spirit so warmly. 

Class 4 
 

It has been a busy and very Christmassy week in Class 4. The       
children have now finished their persuasive letters and should feel 
really proud of how hard they worked on them. There were some 
brilliant ideas and plenty of thoughtful reasoning on show. 

We also had great fun decorating the school Christmas tree with our 
own handmade decorations. The children took such care with every 
piece and you can really see their pride in how lovely the tree looks 
now.  To finish the week, we joined the Christmas Star Trail         
organised by the wonderful church volunteers. The children moved 
around a range of festive activities that brought a real sense of calm 
and joy, which was a lovely moment in an otherwise busy December 
week. 

All in all, a super few days of hard work, teamwork and plenty of 
Christmas spirit. 

Class 1 
It's beginning to feel a lot like Christmas in Class 1! We have 
put up  our tree and the Class 1 elves in Santa's workshop 
have been busy creating their own 
decorations for it. The children are 
looking forward to a trip to the 
Drum Theatre in Plymouth next 
week to see Raymond 
Brigg's  Father Christmas show. 
They have also been in training 
for our sponsored Santa Run, 
when the children will be raising 
money for Devon Air Ambulance. 
If you would like to support them 
the link to our Just Giving Page is: 
Blackawton Primary School Early 
Years children is fundraising for 
Devon Air Ambulance Trust 

 

 

Class 5 have been absolutely amazing this week.  We have 
been sitting some 'mock' SATs tests so that we know 
where we are up to, how much progress has been made 
and what we are doing next.  The children's attitudes to 
learning have been brilliant throughout - well done all of 
you!   

We have also had an amazing time at The Star Trail in 
church; making cookies, listening to stories and creating 
paper craft angels.   

 

 

Class 5 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/blackawton-primary-school-early-years-children-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/blackawton-primary-school-early-years-children-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/blackawton-primary-school-early-years-children-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


 

 

 

 

 Forest School News 

Festive Fun at Forest School 
 

With December arriving this week, the countdown to the holidays has definitely begun. 
It’s amazing how quickly the festive spirit settles in, and Forest School has been full of 
activity. 
 

Every class—including nursery—worked together to make a Christmas wreath for their 
classroom door. The children gathered natural materials and layered the foliage step by 
step, creating a brilliant wreath to take pride in. 
 

Some children also set out to make what might be the world’s longest paper chain using 
last year’s wrapping paper. Others printed festive cards, and many enjoyed making        
decoupage Christmas tree decorations using recycled jar lids and patterned paper. 
 

Our youngest groups had a great time playing the “squirrel and mice” game, full of 
cheeky laughs, pinecone collecting, and the occasional dramatic moment when the 
“squirrel” threw all the ‘treasure’ out! 
 

In between all the fun, we even managed to sit together and listen to the story of Belle   
and Boo get ready for Christmas. and helping woodland animals have a very merry time 
too.  
 

It’s been a lovely start to December in our Forest School—busy, creative, and full of    
festive cheer. 
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Music News 

This week classes 1, 2 and 3 have all enjoyed 
learning the story of The Nutcracker.   

Class 1 and 2 have followed play along      
percussion instructions for Trepak and 
danced to the Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy. 
They have played Christmassy sounding     
percussion to play along to various Christmas 
songs.   

Class 3 played recorders in 2 parts to Jingle 
Bells then watched some performance       
excerpts of the Nutcracker Ballet, followed 
by some expert Christmas body percussion. 

Classes 4 and 5 have finished their Christmas 
songwriting.  We have seen some amazing    
performances which have all been recorded.   

Huge well done to all children in 
those classes. 

 

Christmas Fun Run 

Nursery and Class 1 will be holding a mini 

Christmas fun run on: 

Thursday, 11 December 2025 
 
They are raising money for Devon Air     

Ambulance and if you are able to, any     

donation you can make (maybe with an               

encouraging message for the children), 

would be gratefully received via this Just 

Giving link. 

 

Thank you FOBS 
Thank you to FOBS for buying us new PE 

equipment.   

We are really enjoying learning to play 
sports using the new footballs and netball 

bibs. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Big congratulations to Harriet - Caroline Voaden 

MP has chosen Harriet’s design for her official      

Christmas card!  Harriet’s design was chosen 

from entries received from all primary schools in 

South Devon.  Very well done Harriet! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/blackawton-primary-school-early-years-children-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/blackawton-primary-school-early-years-children-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

 

Vicky Llewellyn 
SENDCo 
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Maths puzzle of the week - family fun 
Try this mathematical thinking to get maths conversations happening at home 

 

 

Miss Burt’s recommended read 
 

 

The lights that dance in the Night, by Yuval Zommer 

 

In this wonderfully festive picture book, Yuval Zommer                                                                       
imagines the Northern Lights' fleeting journey from space                                                                    
to Earth and how they weave a special magic for the                                                                          
animals and people living in the frozen lands below. 
From tiny specs of dust to gleaming rays in the dark,                                                                        
the Northern Lights travel across the Arctic, uniting                                                                        
every creature in a celebration that reverberates through                                                                    
land and sea. 

 



Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

After School Club News 
On Thursday afternoon in sports club the children enjoyed lots of games - the top 3 favourites were; 

Domes and cones, Bench ball and an obstacle course! 

 

 

 

Devon Wildlife Trust have a festive nature challenge for you!   

Devon Wildlife are encouraging people to do one wild thing a day from the 25th        
December to the 5th January each year. In those quiet days between Christmas and 
New Year, winter wildlife is just waiting to be explored!  

These wild acts could be little things to help nature - like recycling a Christmas tree or 
feeding the birds – or ways to connect to the natural world, like trying stargazing.  

Parents and carers can sign up to receive a digital pack to help them to take part. The 
link is below. Please share with your school community as it’s a great activity to get  
families involved and engaged with nature over the Christmas holidays.  

 12 Days Wild | The Wildlife Trusts 

 

 

For breakfast club & after school club bookings, please contact the school office - 01803 712363 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wildlifetrusts.org%2f12dayswild&c=E,1,wdtH53hIt-AlsVfWfzuSI4JqYGNP4f67UZcYXJQOyaNcM73fL3Vz_dSqV3dMW-_QILzaksR8FyK6UnQG813N3udQOqsh99bA5cCXPoaRpw,,&typo=1
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Our Christmas tree is looking glorious with all the children’s homemade decorations proudly in place.  

 

Thank you so much to Garden Time for donating us this special tree - it is the centre piece of our Christmas                 

celebrations. 

 
We had such a joyful start to the festive season with our Christmas Tree Decorating Assembly this week. The 
children had all made their own decorations, each one completely unique and full of personality, and we 
would like to say a big thank you to  parents for helping at home to create such wonderful pieces. The    
excitement in the hall as they arrived with their decorations was lovely to see. 

As is our Blackawton tradition, the Year 6 children took the lead and supported the younger pupils in placing 
their decorations on the tree. They were so patient and encouraging, and it was heartwarming to see those 
small moments of teamwork and kindness between the year groups. Jacob proudly placed the angel at the 
very top of the tree, which earned a lovely round of applause from everyone watching. 

Once the final decoration was in place, we rounded everything off with a cheerful sing along of Feliz     
Navidad which filled the hall with smiles and plenty of festive energy. 

A really special way to begin the countdown to Christmas. 

 

 

https://gardentime.biz/christmas-trees-at-gardentime/?utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=searchads24&utm_campaign=searchads25&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21865527784&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIy5mOnJCVkQMV3ptQBh3tCTFkEAAYASAAEgIKEPD_BwE
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After School Club is available from Mondays to Thursdays for pupils in Reception to Year 6 

3:20pm to 4:30pm: £6                                                                                                         

3:20pm to 5:30pm: £8 
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Father and Son weekend, 31 January - 1 February 2026: 

 Father And Son Weekend — Dynamic Adventures 

https://dynamicadventurescic.co.uk/father-and-son-weekend-1
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Available in school! 

 

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

 

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 
 



 

 

 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


