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Dear Families,

I can hardly believe I am already writing the penultimate newsletter of the year.
How quickly has the time gone since September. As ever, the term is flying by, but
it certainly isn’t short of the exciting events and memorable moments that make
Sherdley such a wonderful place to be.

This term, I am delighted to formally welcome Mrs Kerr back to school following
her maternity leave. She has rejoined our Reception team and is currently
covering for Miss Furnival, who has now begun her own maternity leave. We also
welcome a number of new families in to Sherdley across the school - it’s lovely to
have you with us.

Staying with the theme of new arrivals, I am thrilled to share the lovely news that
both Miss Furnival and Mrs Clayton have welcomed their babies into the world.
Miss Furnival has had a little girl and Mrs Clayton a baby boy, and I’m pleased to
say that all are doing well. I know you will join me in congratulating both families
and wishing them every happiness in the months and years ahead.

As you will know, the country has experienced exceptionally hot weather this
week. Thank you for your support in helping us keep our school community safe.
It was with regret that we had to cancel our planned Sports Days, but with limited
shade on the field and temperatures peaking during the scheduled times, we felt
this was the safest decision for children and spectators alike.



A note from Mr Gawne ... Continued

Despite the heat, our Year 1 children were still able to enjoy their trip to Acorn Farm, and they had a
fantastic—if rather warm—day out. We have also been pleased to welcome LFC back into school
this half term to work with groups of children, and our Year 5 pupils enjoyed an immersive Viking
Workshop Day to support their history learning. We are still looking forward to several upcoming
trips, including the Year 2 visit and the Year 5 trip to the Blue Planet Aquarium.

Next week marks our Transition Days, taking place on Wednesday 1st, Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd
July. I will be writing to you shortly with details of your child’s class teacher for next year. Our
transition theme this year is “No Outsiders – Everyone is Welcome Here”, and you can find further
information in the newsletter.

You will also see an update on the incredible £6000 raised at our Colour Run. Every penny will go
towards our playground renovations. We are currently awaiting timeframes for the drainage work
on the school field, after which we can begin replacing the astroturf and updating some of our
equipment. We will keep you posted as soon as we have more details. We also plan to use some of
the funds to enhance playground games and EYFS play areas. Recently, we have purchased
several life‑size Guess Who? games for children to enjoy at break and lunchtime.

I would also like to congratulate our Year 1, Year 4 and Year 6 pupils who have now completed their
statutory assessments. They have worked tremendously hard throughout the year, and we are
incredibly proud of them. We will share outcomes with families once they are available. Our other
year groups are also working extremely hard as they begin their end‑of‑year assessments, and we
wish them all the very best.

Finally, a reminder that our Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly will take place on Thursday 16th July at
9:00am. We look forward to celebrating their achievements and giving them the send‑off they
deserve.
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Transition Days - 01.07.26 - 03.07.26
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1  July st

-
 3  July rd

2026

All children will move up to
their new class for 3 days.

Wed 1  July - children go to their current class as normal.st

Wed 1  July - at the end of the day, parents / carers and family
members should collect from the NEW class.

st

Thurs 2  & Fri 3  - Children to start and end the day in their new class.nd rd

Monday  6  July - children return to their curent class until 17
July 2026

th th
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Spotlight on success

Meet George. He is currently in year 5. He started kickboxing at HSKA in St Helens
early 2019 when he was just 3. He started fighting competitively at tournaments in
2022 when he was 6. He trains consistently 3-4 times per week, runs for fitness in
between training sessions, and travels up and down the country to compete at
least once per month. This year alone he’s competed in Birmingham, Doncaster,

Barnsley, Coventry & Lincolnshire.

In 2025 he competed in -30kg division winning 17 medals: 6 gold, 8 silver & 3
bronze. He ended the competitive year fighting on the England Team at the WKU

World Championships in Trier, Germany, getting to the quarter finals & just
narrowly missing on the podium places by just 1 point.

In 2026, he has moved up a weight division to -35kg and has already won 3 golds,
1 silver & 2 bronze. His dedication, hard work & talent has resulted in him being

selected to represent his country again at this years WKU World Championships in
Berlin, 3rd — 9th August. 

We are all wishing you the VERY best of luck George!! We can’t wait 
to hear how you got on!
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COLOUR RUN 2026

We rounded off Summer 1 in a spectacular burst of
colour! Thank you to everyone who supported our

second Colour Run — it was a fantastic success. The
event was filled with fun, laughter and clouds of

bright colour, and it was wonderful to see our school
community come together.

As well as being great fun, the Colour Run had a
brilliant impact on the children’s wellbeing, giving
them the chance to be active, joyful and outdoors

with their friends.

 You have helped us to raise almost £6000 this year
and we will use this money to upgrade and develop

the EYFS outdoor space and playground. 



The Sherdley Oscars - Nominations

You’ve got a friend in me:

Rowan L                              Indie H
Darcy C                               Julia
Darcy N                               Jake D
Betsy F                                 Josie J 
Zara A                                  Emilia B 
Hallie W                               Liv E 
Rhys G                                 Isabelle G 
Max Wi                                Natalie S
Louie E                                  Lottie L 
Delilah G                             Evelynn Mi
Rosie F                                 Jessica G       
Electra K                              Dolly Mo
Bobby G                              Thomas O’H

Walter K                                     Connie G 
Sophie G                                    Izzy B 
Lacey-Mae L                            Tyler O 
Evelyn Ha                                  Delilah G
Luchiana  J-B                          Flo B 
Autumn W                                Archie C
Finley O 
                                  

Broadway Oscar 
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Staff across school have been busy voting for this year’s Oscar Awards. This is
a very special, annual event that takes place in July. The following children

have been nominated in the following categories (overall winners are shared
only with parents and invited to an evening of celebration).

Picasso Oscar 

Imogen C                                     Ava D 
Lucas C                                          Molly D 
Ella Joy W                                      Albie A 
Chester P                                       Izzy B 
Daisy W                                          Tyler M 
Phoebe A                                       Beatrice T 
Henry H                                           Archie Pr
Louie E                                              Mabel H 

Resilience Oscar 
Nathaniel Ath            Connie G 
Laiken P                         Finlay G 
Sofia Me                        Layla R 
Bella Ma                        Mollie Cr
Carter Br                       Layla Ro
Lianna P                        Walter K 
Eva Ch                           Isla Th
Betsy Fo                         Chester Mc
Luca B                             Theo Sm



The Sherdley Oscars - Nominations
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Following the Script Best Director

Sports & Well-being Oscar
Pythagoras Oscar

Amelia D                Jayden M
April K                   Lena K

Archie C               Logan W
Beatrice T             Louie E

Blessing D                    Matilda D
Eleanor Sm                   Mia D
Elliot K                        Minnie H
Florence B               Mollie C
Grace H                 Noah T

Hallie W                      Roman U
Tommy A                  Patrick A

Rosie F                         Scarlett H

Aaron A                 Amelia T
Aneni M               Charlie B

Darcy N                      Dolly M
Emmie K                 Evelyn H
Finlay G                         Flo B

Grace H                        Louie E
Luchiana J-B               Rory W
Rosie F                        Sofia M

Thea H                    Zara A

Alfie P          Bobby G          Cohen E
Dylan P           Ellis L             Finley R

Fox H                  George F               Henry S
Jack H              Jake H            Lexie S

Noah M       Oliver Q                Ruby Dr
Scarlett H               Sophia H              Thomas McM.

Tommy J     
 

Alex V    Alfie B
Atalya R    Ava D

Daisy Co    Harry E
Harry F    Jayden M
Joe Sm    Kane Cl
Leonie P    Owen F
Riley Mu    Ruby D
Sam H    Theo Sm

Zachary H



The Sherdley Oscars - Nominations
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Eureka Oscar

Archie L       Ashton T
Barnaby P     Brandon O'M

Caleb O       Eva D
Henry H       Hunter D
James V       Jona J
Logan W      Louie Sa

Max W       Noah S
Oliver F        Sophia H

 

Bookworm Oscar

Alex V     Alice Co
Arabella Wa      Archie Hu

Ethan W
Hallie W     Imogen Il
Isaac Th     Lena K

Logan W     Luca Ba
Maeva E- E

Oliver F       Orlagh S
Patrick B     Rose Bu

Walter      

Oscar Jack Lawrence Scott
Oscar 

Alfie B       Archie A
Corey De      Daniel T

Elsie C            Flo B
George F    Harper Ha
Henry H     Hunter Du

Joseph F    Josie J
Luca Ba     Molly F
Phoebe A    Walter



Sherdley Primary School - Proposal To
Academise
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Today I have written out to families to explain the proposal of Governors at Sherdley Primary
School to join a multi academy trust. 

 The Governors have agreed to explore the possibility of academisation and joining a
multi‑academy trust — specifically, TCAT (The Challenge Academy Trust). Many of you may

already be familiar with TCAT, as it is the same family of schools that includes The Sutton
Academy.

There are a number of benefits for schools who choose to join a multi‑academy trust, and this
is something the Department for Education has actively encouraged through the recent

Schools White Paper. This isn’t a new conversation for Sherdley; Governors and school leaders
have considered this path before, and over the past few months we have been looking into it
in greater depth. You may also be aware that several local schools, including many Catholic

schools, are beginning similar explorations and consultations.

Attached within the message sent is our consultation letter, which outlines the potential
benefits for our children, staff and wider community. It also explains how you can share your

views as part of the consultation process.

I wholeheartedly believe that joining a trust such as TCAT could bring meaningful
advantages to our school family, and I look forward to the opportunities this may open up

should Governors decide to move forward following consultation. I would also like to reassure
that this would mean very little day to day change for the school. School staff, leaders,

uniform and name etc. would all remain the same.



Attendance: Health Advice 
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YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL
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In early June, several staff took 50 children on residential to
Barnstondale for a 2 night, 3 day stay. We had an amazing time.  We
completed activities such as archery, shooting, smores around a
camp fire, disco and many others. The children developed
independence skills, flexibility and built new relationships as well as
enhancing existing ones.  We slept very little but it was absolutely
worth it. 



Water Safety - Merseyside Fire 
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Water Safety - Merseyside Fire 
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Safeguarding - mobile phones 
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Mobile Phone Legislation Update
We are writing to update you on new government legislation that

came into effect on 1st June 2026, which strengthens the expectation
that all schools operate as mobile‑phone–free environments. As you
know, we already have a mobile‑free policy in place, and we believe it

has had a positive impact on pupils’ learning and wellbeing.
The Children’s Wellbeing & Schools Act 2026 now makes this guidance

a legal requirement. 
Under this legislation, staff are legally permitted to:

Confiscate mobile phones
Search for them when necessary

The vast majority of our pupils continue to follow the rules extremely
well by handing in their phones each morning. Usually, if a child

forgets, they let a member of staff know straight away.
We kindly ask parents and carers of pupils in Years 5 and 6 to continue

reminding them that phones must be switched off as soon as they
enter the school grounds. Pupils must not play games, take photos or

use their phones in any way once on site. We have noticed this slipping
slightly in recent weeks.

Please note:
If a pupil is found using a phone during the school day, it will be

confiscated and must be collected by a parent/carer before 4pm.
If a pupil refuses to hand over their phone, this will be recorded and

followed up by the Senior Leadership Team, with appropriate
consequences.

Our aim is for every child to learn in a calm, focused environment free
from unnecessary distractions. Thank you for your continued support

and partnership.
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DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If
you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We

can also be contacted via the Sherdley email -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not
share information with the office team, you can request a call back

regarding a safeguarding worry.



Next Year’s Term Dates - 26-27
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Sherdley Shares



www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

Sherdley Shares



Summer Events Calendar
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The ‘Sherdley Blue’ Clothing Bin positioned near to KS1
playground has arrived.  We have received our first
payment of £48. Thank you. Please continue to send in
your clean, unwanted clothes and shoes.

Recycle and Raise Money



www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
HENRY in St Helens:

Free HENRY programme and workshops are running in different 
venues across the

borough for families with children aged 0-5.
Join us for the 8-week HENRY Healthy Families:

Right from the Start group programme. Free creche spaces are available to
support

families attending.
Contact Information - for details about HENRY programme and

 workshops, please
contact:

Email: publichealth@sthelens.gov.uk



www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Addvanced Solutions - Summer dates
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Addvanced Solutions 
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Neurodevelopmental Drop in
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Sherdley Shares
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Addvanced Solutions 
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/socialcare

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
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