


Welcome to West Derby School
Mrs Cosgrove

Director of English



What are the qualifications? 

Your son will leave with 
two grades for English

One in Language and one 
in Literature
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Mrs Cosgrove: 
Director of English

PAPER 1 Englis h AQA Literature
Section A: Shakes peare Section B:  19th Century

1 hour 45 
minutes

40% of the 
Literature 

GCSE

 One extract question 

 Closed book exam

 34 marks (4 marks for SPaG)

 One extract question 

 Closed book exam

 30 marks 

PAPER 2 Englis h AQA Literature
Section A: Modern Text Section B: Poetry 

Anthology  
Section C: Uns een 

Poetry

2 hours  15 
minutes  

60% of overall 
Literature 
GCSE

 Closed book exam (no copies 
allowed in the exam)

 One question (No extract)

34 marks (4 marks for SPaG)

 Closed book exam 
(no copies allowed 
in the exam)

 One question with 
one named poem 
provided

30 marks

 Two unseen poems 
& two questions 

 Question one: Essay 
on poem one 

 Question two: 
Comparative essay 
on poem one and 
the second unseen 
poem

32 marks

12th May 2025 Paper 1

20th May 2025 Paper 2
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Mrs Cosgrove: Director of English

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes):
Section A: Reading (20%) 

 Analysing one extract of fiction - 1 hour 
 Text is 20th Century Prose 
 Range of structured questions 

 1 minute per mark + 10 minutes reading 
time

Section B: Pros e Writing (20%) 
 One creative writing task from a choice of 

four titles – 45 minutes.

Paper 2 (2 hours):
Section A: Reading (30%) 

Analysing two extracts of non-fiction - 1 hour 
One text from C21st, one from C19th 

Range of structured questions including comparison 
 3 sections of 20 minutes 

Section B: Prose Writing (30%) 
 Two compulsory viewpoint writing tasks - 1 hour / 30 

minutes each 

Text Ques tion Type Marks Time (10 
minutes  
reading + 50 
minutes  
ans wering)

Q1 21st Retrieve information 
(explicit)

3 3 minutes

Q2 Language & 
Structure

10 10 minutes

Q3 19th Retrieve information 
(implicit)

3 3 minutes

Q4 Think + Feel – YOUR 
OPINION

10 12 minutes

Q5 Both Partial comparison 
(1 paragraph)

4 5 minutes

Q6 Whole comparison 10 15 minutes

Ques tion Type Mark
s

Time (10 
minutes  
reading + 40 
minutes  
ans wering)

Q1 Retrieve 
information 
(explicit and 
implicit)

5 5 minutes

Q2 Language and 
Structure

5 5 minutes

Q3 Language and 
Structure

10 10 minutes

Q4 Language and 
Structure

10 10 minutes

Q5 Critical 
Judgement (Your 
opinion)

10 10 minutes

23rd May 2025 
Paper 1

6th June 2025 
Paper 2
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Mrs Cosgrove: Director of English

There are LOTS of 
ways to revise to 
be exam ready.



Key 
revision 
videos






EN
GL

ISH
: R

EV
ISI

ON
 TI

PS

Mrs Cosgrove: Director of English

Bespoke revision 
schedules in lead 

up to examinations
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Mrs Cosgrove: Head of Department

Following October Half Term:
Tuesday After School

Evening Revision
3.15pm-4.15pm
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An Inspector Calls Performance 
Liverpool Empire: 
Wednesday 20th November 2024

Poetry Live Manchester
Wednesday 29th January 2024
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Mrs Cosgrove: Head of Department
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