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Dear Parents and Carers

Despite the Derbyshire drizzle we have had a fun filled half term, learning together through faith, hope, and love, fostering a community where every child is supported and nurtured to flourish. May I take this opportunity to wish you all a restful and joyful half term break with the hope of some much needed sunshine. 

Spoken English
Thank you to all parents and family members who attended the Spoken English competition final this afternoon. We were delighted that Mr Connaughton was able to judge the competition this year, and we congratulate all the finalists on their excellent delivery and interpretation of increasingly complex texts.

Speaking and performing in public is a powerful opportunity for children to grow in confidence. It helps them develop key character strengths such as resilience, self‑belief, courage, and the ability to communicate clearly, skills that will benefit them not only throughout their education but also later in life. Learning to speak in front of others, manage nerves, and present ideas with clarity are invaluable life skills that support future success in interviews, teamwork, leadership, and everyday communication.

All the teachers were incredibly proud of our KS2 pupils for the commitment they have shown over the past few weeks. Every child worked hard to learn their chosen poem or text, stepping outside of their comfort zones and showing real bravery in performing for their class. We are so very proud of every one of them, the finalists and today’s winners, as well as all those who took part so wholeheartedly.

For those who were not selected this time and may feel disappointed, we want to remind them that setbacks are part of the learning journey. Our school vision reminds us “Hope lights a candle behind every cloud.” It is this spirit of perseverance, not giving up, and recognising how much they have already achieved, that matters most.

The children awarded first places were:-

Year 3	- Penny Bell & Jenson Boyden
Year 4	- Evelyn Davies
Year 5	- Hettie Boyden & Henry Betterton
Year 6	- Teddy Coles

Dates for your diary

Inset Day
We will be taking our final Inset Day for this academic year on Friday 22nd May.  School will be closed to all pupils on this date. 








Height & Weight Visit for Reception & Year 6 pupils
Due to the SIAMS visit on the 5th February, the above visit will now take place in school on Thursday 26th February.  The Nursing team will only carry this out with children whose parents have given the relevant consent.

Artist of the Month – Reminder – Closing date for entries Friday 27th February 2026
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This month's artist is: Sister Corita Kent

To enter you need to respond to the artist however you choose. Put your entry into the ‘Artist of the Month’ basket next to the art gallery display or email it to enquiries@williamgilbertend.derbyshire.sch.uk with the title 'Artist of the Month'. Further information about the Artist of the Month for February can be found here https://www.williamgilbertend.derbyshire.sch.uk/art/

Artist of the Month Winners
Congratulations to Evelyn Malone in EYFS, Luke Bacon in KS1 and Lucia Steventon in KS2 who were selected as the Artists of the Month for January, inspired by the work of local artist James D. Preston.

It is the 250th anniversary of the first cotton mill opening in Belper. Visit the webpage for more information Belper 250 Festival - 2026 - Derwent Valley Mills. The Belper and Duffield Rotary is once again holding an exciting Arts competition for children and young people, aged 5-17 years. Full details, rules and entry forms can be found on the following website www.you-create.co.uk . There are five categories – Cartoons/Manga, Writing, Photography, Reel/Film making and Arts. The closing date for this competition is Tuesday, 24th February 2026. Entries can be forwarded to the event organisers or in a special “You-Create” post box located in school. We hope children will be inspired to enter into one of the categories. 

Smart Watches
We would like to kindly remind parents that, as outlined in our school uniform policy, smart watches are not permitted in school. This is to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils and to prevent any disruption to learning during lesson time. Smart watches can provide access to messaging, cameras and the internet, which is not appropriate in a primary school setting, they can also be distracting both for the wearer and for others in the classroom.

Children from Year 2 onwards may wear an analogue or simple digital watch, as these support independence and time‑telling skills without causing distraction. Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a safe, focused and purposeful learning environment for all children.

Driving along Vicarage Lane and neighbouring streets
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Despite our continued reminders, we have observed an increasing number of parents and carers driving onto Vicarage Lane during the School Street operational hours without a permit or exemption. As this scheme relies on the goodwill, cooperation and community spirit of our families, it is extremely disheartening to see it being undermined by a minority. Not only does this behaviour breach the Traffic Regulation Order, but it also compromises the safety of our children and sets a poor example for them at the very moment we are trying to foster responsible, respectful citizenship. I am also continuing to have my time taken away from leading teaching and learning in order to meet with residents who are still facing significant difficulties exiting their properties safely. 




Please also be aware that Champion Hill is a dead end with no turning circle, and cars travelling down this road cause unnecessary congestion, frustration and risk.

We kindly ask all families to show respect for our community and support a safer, cleaner journey for children by making use of the available Park and Stride options:
· The Chevin Golf Club car park
· The Viceroy car park in Duffield
· And, we hope soon, the Methodist Church car park on King Street, once opening arrangements are finalised, will provide an additional safe place to park and walk the short remaining distance to school.

Thank you to the many families who continue to follow the School Street expectations every day, your considerate actions truly make a difference to the safety and wellbeing of our whole school community.

[image: January 2026 WOW badges – Living Streets]Living Streets: Let’s Walk to School Campaign
January badge update! With 203 pupils from Nursery to Year 6 earning the badge for January we needed to order 33 extra badges which have now arrived and been distributed around classes by our Junior Travel Ambassadors. If children haven’t quite managed to earn the January badge this month, there is a fresh opportunity to collect February’s Skiing themed badge, with all badges this year linked to the overall theme of Hobbies. A reminder that ‘Park and Stride’ counts as an active journey too, families can park for free at Chevin Golf Club or The Viceroy Restaurant and walk or scoot the final part of the journey to school. 

Living Streets Badge Design Competition for the 2026–2027 badges. This year’s competition theme is Walk the Senses. Design sheets should be returned to school by Monday 23rd February, ready for us to send them to Living Streets ahead of the official closing date of Tuesday 24th February. 

PE timetable changes for Spring Term 2 half term 23.2.26 -27.3.26
Children need to wear their PE kit on the following days:

Reception: Monday 
Year 1: Tuesday and Wednesday
Year 2: Monday and Friday
Year 3: Monday and Thursday
Year 4: Wednesday and Thursday
Year 5: Monday and Wednesday
Year 6: Monday 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March
As we look forward to celebrating World Book Day, we are delighted to be taking part in the National Year of Reading 2026, the biggest campaign in a generation designed to help more people (re)discover the joy of reading and make it part of their everyday lives. This national focus supports our work in school to nurture a genuine love of reading and encourage children to read for pleasure. A further letter will follow after half term with more details.

To mark the day, children are invited to come dressed as a character from a book. We kindly ask that superhero costumes and football kits are not worn, as these can be saved for other non‑uniform days and we would like the focus to remain firmly on literature and storytelling.








We are also using World Book Day as an opportunity to fundraise for new books for each class and our school libraries. If you are able to donate £1 (or more if you wish), every penny raised by each class will go directly back into that class to purchase high‑quality books. These will be used for story time with the teacher and then made available for children to borrow as part of our school library offer. Contributions will be added to Scopay after half term.

Throughout the day, children will experience a range of enjoyable reading activities:
· Teachers will visit different classes to share a story in a special story‑time session.
· Our older pupils will read to our younger children, modelling positive reading habits and fostering a love of books across the school.

We are also pleased to host a World Book Day “Book Café” for Nursery to Year 2 in the morning (8:40 -9:30am). Parents and carers are warmly invited to come in, enjoy a drink and a biscuit, and share a book with their child in a relaxed and welcoming environment.

Book tokens will be sent home during the week commencing 2nd March 2026, ready for the book fair arriving on Tuesday 10th March 2026.

School Book Fair
There will be a Scholastic book fair ‘Travelling Books’ in school between Tuesday 10th March and Friday 20th March. This will be available for pupils to buy a book during lunchtimes or at the end of the school day until 4:00pm each day. The fair will also be open during parents evening on Thursday 12th and Tuesday 17th March. Children will be able to use their book token towards a book from the book fair. 

Parents Evening – March 2026
Can I please remind you that Parent Consultation Evenings will be held on Thursday 12th March and Tuesday 17th March. SEND appointments will be available on Tuesday 17th March.  Following an increase in demand for face-to-face appointments in November, it has been decided that both evenings will be face to face appointments only in school.  Information on how to book appointments via WEDUC will be sent out after half term. 

Mother’s Day Gifts
The PTA will be selling gifts in school on Thursday 12th March.   Please place your orders via the link below.

https://wgpta.sumupstore.com/products

Reminders will be sent through the PTA class reps. Please note that the deadline for payments is Wednesday 11th March.

Easter Church Service – Wednesday 25th March 
The whole school, Reception to Year 6, will be attending St Alkmunds Church on Wednesday 25th March at 2.00 p.m. for our Easter Service.  The arrangements will be the same as the Carol Service in December, and I will write to you nearer the time to remind you of the details.

Please be reminded that Nursery will close at 11.45am on this day to enable all staff to attend.

Cool Milk
Please remember that you are able to register and pay for your child to receive milk at lunch time with our provider Cool Milk.  Please log on to www.coolmilk.com. If you would like more information, please speak to the school office.

Please note that if your child is in Reception and is under 5, this milk is provided free.  However, once your child has reached 5, this free entitlement stops, and you have to register to pay as detailed above.




Half Term
School closes for the half term vacation today, Friday 13th February and reopens at normal time (8:40am) on Monday 23rd February.  I hope you have an enjoyable break.


Yours sincerely



E H Britten
Headteacher
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