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Key Content Questions and Vocabulary for Judaism 
 

 
  

Theology      Philosophy      Social Sciences 
 

EYFS Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 Key Stage 3 
What is the Jewish 
name for G-d? 

What do Jewish people believe G-d is 
like? 
What rules did G-d give Moses for the 
Jewish people to live by? 
What does Shabbat celebrate? 
What do the stories of Jonah and Noah 
teach Jewish people; where are these 
stories found? 
 

What are the central beliefs of Judaism? 
What does the Shema tell Jewish people 
about G-d? 
What is the significance of Abraham’s story 
for Jewish people?  Where is his story found? 
What are the sacred texts for Jewish people 
and how are they used? 
 

How do practices differ between the main traditions of 
Judaism? Do differences in Jewish practice reflect 
differences in belief? 
What is the concept of G-d to a Jewish person? Is it the 
same for all Jews? 
What is significant about the Talmud and how is it used 
to guide Jewish way of life? 
 
 

What questions do 
Jewish stories make us 
ask? 

What is the message of Pesach for 
Jewish people? 
How would Jewish people answer the 
question about how the world began? 
 
 

What does it mean to be Jewish? 
What is the importance of the Ten 
Commandments for Jewish people? 
Why are the rites of passage important in a 
Jewish person’s life? 
Is it important that all Jewish people keep 
kosher and the laws for Shabbat? 
 

Why should the Holocaust be remembered? 
What can be learned from the Shoah? 
What can Judaism contribute to modern society? 

What are the special 
things in a Jewish 
home? 
What are the 
important symbols for 
Jewish people?  
What are special places 
for Jewish people? 
 

How, why and where do Jewish people 
worship? 
What symbols and artefacts are used to 
celebrate Shabbat? 
How do Jewish people celebrate 
Hannukah and Sukkot?  
Who has a special role in the 
synagogue? 
What does the Shema teach Jewish 
people to do each day? 
How is the Torah shown respect? 
 

What is the role of the synagogue in the life 
of Jewish people? 
What part do artefacts and symbols play in 
Jewish worship, rituals and ceremonies? 
What is the significance of the temple in 
Jerusalem? 
How do Jewish people show commitment to 
local and global issues (Tu B’Shevat)? 
 

What is it like to be a young Jewish person in Britain 
today? 
How does being Jewish affect daily life? 
What is the relevance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur for Jewish people? 
How do Jewish organisations work to care for those in 
need? 
How is Jerusalem seen as the centre of the Jewish 
world? 
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To avoid repetition, the vocabulary listed below does not show what has been taught in previous key stages 
 

Judaism concepts in blue 
 

EYFS  Key Stage 1  Key Stage 2  Key Stage 3  

God 
 
 
 
Torah  
Rabbi 
Jewish person 
synagogue 
Hannukah 
Star of David 
 

G-d 
 
 
 
Shema 
Shabbat 
mitzvot (commandments) 
mezuzah 
Abraham 
Moses 
Pesach 
Sukkot 
 
 
 

YHWH 
Adonai 
covenant 
 
Proverbs 
Psalms 
Ark, scrolls, yad, bimah 
Ner tamid 
Jerusalem temple 
kosher 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
schul 
kibbutz 
Judas Maccabee 
Tu’b Shevat 
 

derech eretz (the way of the world) 
mensch (living well) 
halakhah  
 
TaNaK 
Shema 
Amidah 
Talmud (Mishnah and Gemara) 
Reform, Orthodox, Liberal, Masorti 
Ashkenazim, Sephardim 
minyan 
Shoah 
kashrut 
Maimonides 
Rosh Hashanah 
Yom Kippur 
semikhah  

 
 

http://shapcalendar.org.uk/glossary.html  

 
 
 
 
 
 


