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Welcome back to a new term at our school; it has been a truly wonderful start and all of our 

classes are settling exceptionally well into their daily routines. In our daily worship, the children 

have shared some lovely, thoughtful reflections, demonstrating a real maturity and respect for 

one another when considering how we can ‘notice’ who needs our help and how we could 

help them. Behind the scenes, our dedicated teachers are busy planning a wide range of 

exciting enrichment activities to enhance our curriculum over the coming months. We hope 

that parents and carers will appreciate the additional detail on our new ‘Learning Maps' to give 

you further information about your child’s learning for this half-term.  

 

We would like to extend a warm thank you to all parents and carers who attended our recent 

'Meet the Teacher' sessions, as working together is key to your child's success. Looking 

ahead, we are eager to host our very first Parent Forum, though please do note the slight 

change of date on the school calendar for the first meeting which will now be hosted on 

Tuesday 6th October at 10am. For this meeting, we are inviting two parent or carer 

representatives from each class to join us to discuss what is working well and to identify areas 

where families might need further support. Please let the office know if you will be coming to 

the meeting and we will send out a bit more information in the week before.  

 

Finally, we must send a special mention to our brand-new Reception class, who have made a 

remarkably positive start to their school journey. Thank you all for your continued support as 

we look forward to a successful term ahead. 

 

Mrs Evans 

 

Attendance update 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

89.2% 92.7% 89.6% 96.1% 89.5% 96.3% 94.1% 

 

Whole school attendance 92.9% 

National Average 96.5% 

 

St Mary’s C of E Primary School 

Growing our community together 

‘Welcome, Nurture, Grow, Flourish’ 

 



 

Collective Worship Round Up 
Theme for the week: Our Vision and Values 
We have explored four Bible passages which help us to understand 
and live out our school’s Christian vision and values: Love, 
Community and Courage. Through our daily worship children and 
adults have been encouraged to consider how we can grow and 
flourish together, show love and compassion, build a welcoming 
community, and have courage to face challenges and stand up for 
what is right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teaching and Learning News 

On Friday 4th September, our Early Years team attended Achieving for 
Children’s annual Early Years conference at Kingston University. The 
team returned to school filled with inspiration for the year ahead having 
had the opportunity to meet with Early Years 
professionals from across the borough and attend a 
variety of workshops and talks. The highlight of the day 
was meeting the author Michael Rosen and Mrs King 
was able to get some signed copies of two of his books 
which she has shared with the children this week. 
 

 
Butterfly Class had a great first week. The children have 
settled in really well and have enjoyed getting to know their new 
teachers and classmates. We have been busy exploring our 
classroom, learning our new routines and making lots of new 
friends. 
 

 

 

Squirrel Class have been reading the story of The Colour Monster by 

Anna Llenas and learning about different emotions. They have also 

been very welcoming to our new pupils in Butterfly Class, smiling, 

saying hello and inviting them to play with them at lunchtime. Great 

job Squirrel Class! 

 

The small things that 

I do today can make 

a big difference 

Even if my work feels 

difficult, if I try a small 

bit it can help me be 

better 

When we are 

friendly it makes 

people feel like they 

belong 

Community means 

coming together like 

a family 



In Hedgehog Class, we have had a fast start to 
the year in English, as we start our new book 
“The Robot and the Bluebird” by David Lucas. 
The children have re-ordered the main events of 
The Robot and the Bluebird into chronological 
order, practised using time conjunctions (First, 
Next, Then, Later, At last) to connect story events 
smoothly and orally rehearsed recounting the 
story to a partner from the Robot's point of view. 
 

 

 

Fox Class have begun the year looking at the book Stone Age Boy 

by Satoshi Kitamora. They have been introduced to the story by 

using their senses to describe the setting for Stone Age Boy. 

 

 

 
The children in Otter Class have had an incredible start to year 4 showing enthusiasm for 
their learning across all subjects. We have started our English unit where we are writing a 
setting description imagining we are sailing down the Nile and next week we start our weekly 
trumpet lessons!  

             
 

 

Owl Class have had a really good start to Year 5, 

they have shown focussed learning, concentration 

and enthusiasm in all subjects! In science this week 

we have been learning about air resistance, the 

children experimented and made their own paper 

aeroplanes, testing which travelled the furthest. 

 
 

 
 
In Falcon Class the children have all settled in wonderfully 
and are beginning to work together really well. I have been 
very impressed with how well they have listened and are 
rising to the challenge of being Year 6 pupils! 
 
 
 

 



Online Safety 
For many children and young people, change can be hard to process – and this is no 
different when the time comes for them to return to school. After such a long stretch of time 
away, they may begin to feel creeping doubts over their lessons, their teachers, their 
routines, or even any friends they haven’t seen over the summer. 
Parents, educators, and other trusted adults play a vital role for these children. This guide 
offers expert advice on how to lend a hand to youngsters returning to education, and details 
what you can do to make this transition as easy as possible. 

 
 
 



Diary Dates 
 

21st-25th September Year 6 Residential Trip to Hindleap Warren 

5th - 9th October Scholastic Book Fair in school 

5th October School Photographer taking individual pupil photographs 

6th October Parent Forum Meeting 

14th October Y5 visit to National Portrait Gallery 

26th-30th October Half Term Break - school is closed 

 
Further dates will be added as the term progresses. 


