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Headteacher’s Message 
Seeing all the children back, full of energy, reconnecting and smiling has been great – especially our 

new Reception cohort who are just starting on their Highfield journey. It is a wonderful time! 

Tuesday's training day was a great opportunity for our whole staff to also reconnect after the six weeks; 

every member of staff attended and the new faces brought a fresh (dare I say youthful!) influence. In 

addition to Miss Dodsworth in Year 4 and Miss Millar in Year 5, we have two additional new staff in 

Miss Stone, who will be working across school and Mr Shaw who is our new Site Superintendent. I'm 

sure you will say hello and give them both a warm Highfield welcome. 

 In light of the significant developments in safeguarding and wellbeing legislation, our training day 

provided a valuable opportunity to ensure that all staff remained equipped to meet these 

responsibilities effectively. We took a close look at Benedict's Law and the allergy safety arrangements 

required. The evolving wider expectations around pupil welfare and safety were at the top of our 

agenda and we took time to discuss the evolving power of AI, social transition and recent headlines in 

the media regarding the identification of children at risk of future unemployment. The latter subject 

provoked a great deal of thoughtful comment as you can imagine. We finished by reflecting upon this: 

  

Children who feel they belong rarely need to seek significance through poor behaviour. 

  

We are in the privileged position of being able to make our children feel valued, safe and belong in the 

Highfield community. My assembly on Wednesday then followed that theme where we thought about 

what 'belonging' meant and what actions could help others feel they belong to our school.  

Aside from this, as the children came into assembly, I played a piece of music from the Marriage of 

Figaro, then asked the children who they thought composed the piece and what the song was about. 

After discussions about Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Bach and Rachmaninov, we finally got to the correct 

answer - Mozart. Clearly our remarkably cultured children have spent the summer holidays 

appreciating classical composition. What an impressive start! 

  

Welcome back everyone; here's to a brilliant new Highfield year.           Mr Feeley 
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Safeguarding. For child protection concerns you can contact any of our Designated Child Protection Officers: 

Mr Feeley, Mrs Dalgliesh, Mr Brassil, Mrs Bowker and Mrs Calvert. There is some useful information on the 

LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-

Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please 

contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403. 
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