
Geography: Summer Term
Rivers: How important are rivers?

Learning 
Sequence 

What are 
rivers?

How does the 
river Dart/Exe 
change from 
source to 
mouth? 

How do rivers 
shape the 
land? 

Why are rivers 
an important 
part of the 
water cycle? 

Why are 
rivers so 
important to 
people?

What are the 
features of 
my local river?

Key Vocabulary

Key Word Definition

River
A flow of fresh water 
across the land into a 
lake, sea or ocean.

Source
The start of a river.

Mouth

The end of a river, where 
it enters a lake, sea or 
ocean.

Erosion

The wearing away of the 
Earth’s surface.

Sediment
Natural material that is 
carried and deposited by 
a river.

Landform

A feature on the Earth’s 
surface that is part of 
the land.

Tributary
A smaller river that flows 
into a larger river.

Meander
A winding bend in the 
river.

Estuary
The last section of river 
before the sea.
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