
An introduction to 
Highbury School: A brief 
overview of the provision 

available at Highbury



The School Leadership Team

Mrs Sarah 

Nelson

Deputy Head 

teacher 

Mrs Sarah 
Knowles

Assistant Head

Contact:
01484 716 319
admin@highbury.calderdale.sch.uk

To arrange an appointment 
please contact Nikki 
Holroyd (PA)

Mrs Sarah 
Gumbs

Assistant Head

Mrs Debbie  

Sweet

Head teacher 



Medical/Health 
needs

• The school nurse is Louise 

• She is supported in her role by our health 
care assistant Caz

• The nurse can monitor your child’s weight 
and diet and can make referrals to the 
dietician who visits children at school

• The nurse is able to give pain relief if it is 
fully labelled from the pharmacy

• The nurse is able to act as link between you 
and other health professionals



Care plans 
If your child has any medical needs they will have a care plan that is 

stored in the nurses office and information which is kept in their pupil 

folder and is shared with class staff. This plan will be shared with 

parents and carers.



Other 
Services in 
school

• Many of the services involved 
in supporting your child will 
transfer to school. 

• The services that visit school 
on a weekly basis are speech 
and language therapy, 
occupational therapy and 
physiotherapy . Orthotics visit 
every fortnight.

• We also have access to 
sensory integration 
occupational therapists and 
educational psychologists. 
These referrals are done on a 
needs basis.



How are 
classes are 
organised?

Whilst we know that every child is different and that children, we try to group 

children based on various factors such as:

• Their language and communication skills

• How well they can follow instructions and sit and attend to instructions and 

information

• Their sensory needs and whether they need access to multi-sensory learning

• Their early reading, writing and math skills

• We refer to the class groupings as; early years, pre-formal, semi-formal and 

formal 

*These groupings change year on year because of the changing cohorts in 

school and the progress children make. 



Learning in the early years is play based. Children are assessed in their first 
term and are then grouped according to the assessment information. The 
priorities in early years are to settle the children into school and teach them 
how to be part of a class. We spend a long time teaching social 
communication and independence skills.



In the pre-formal classes, children work towards 
securing engagement and developing effective 
learning behaviour. Engagement is fundamental 

to future success as a learner.



Semi-formal classes follow subject specific programmes of wok 
but also continue to develop key skills such as engagement, 
communication, self-help and independence and learning 
behaviour.



A semi-formal ASD class following a highly 
personalised curriculum



Formal classes 
follow a full 
timetable of 
subject specific 
teaching. They 
continue to 
access highly 
personliased 
provision and 
develop core 
skills specific to 
each child’s 
needs.



Our alternative 
provision: The 
Bears class 

Highly bespoke provision 
managed by skilled positive 
behaviour support assistants. 
Focused on supporting children 
with complex sensory and 
behavioural needs.



Our 
curriculum 
(what we 
teach)

We have a bespoke curriculum where children 
will follow a pathway which depends on their 
needs. This pathway is not fixed and is 
designed to be personalised to every child. 

We refer to these pathways as pre-formal, 
semi-formal and formal. These terms help 
teachers understand the approach and 
curriculum content they largely need to follow.



Pathways

An example of a numeracy 
pathway including:

• National curriculum 
content

• Functional skills 
application

• Highbury content

• Keeping safe

• Feeling part of a 
community 



How do we assess 
children’s progress at 
Highbury?

Subject 
specific

Spiky profile

Subject 
specific & 
engagement 

Engagement 



An example of how we assess 
engagement 

Engagement is the single best 
predictor of successful learning for 
children with learning disabilities 
(Lovannone et al, 2003). Without 
engagement, there is no deep  
learning (Hargreaves, 2006),effective 
teaching, meaningful outcome, real 
attainment or quality progress 
(Carpenter, 2010). 



An example 
of subject 
specific 
assessment



Our wider curriculum 



Our facilities 

Learning through a range of experiences is 

crucial to support children to generalise 

knowledge and skills.

All our areas across school have been carefully 
planned to support learning across the whole 

curriculum.



Garden School: A cross curricular provision that 
is accessed by the whole school and is used to 
teach subject specific content and a range of 

skills. 



Pupil voice
Children are supported to 

make choices and 
communicate those 

choices to others. The 
school council are an 
important part of the 

children being involved in 
decision making.



The Hub@Copley: A Key stage 2 satellite provision



More about satellite 
provision

• From September 2023 we have had a key stage 1 & 2 
hub based at Withinfields primary school in 
Southowram

• We have had a key stage 2 hub at Copley school since 
2019

• The satellites are an extension of Highbury school and 
were established to offer choice to children who 
continue to require access to specialist teaching 
approaches, but would also benefit from access to 
mainstream inclusion opportunities.

• Admission to the hubs is via the usual consultation 
process (more detail can be found on the admission 
page on the school website)



Behaviour and well-being team
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The behaviour and 
well-being team

This team work to train and support all staff 
across school to be successful in teaching and 
responding to behaviours which can be 
inappropriate and challenging.

They take a proactive approach to supporting 
children based on the fundamental principle 
that ‘children do well when they can.’

Parents and families can make a referral to the 
team who will support them with behaviours 
they are finding difficult at home. This may 
include; sleep problems, continence, dangerous 
behaviours such as climbing, food aversion and 
self-injury.



“The more healthy relationships a child has, the more likely he will be to recover from trauma and thrive. 
Relationships are the agents of change and the most powerful therapy is human love.” ― Bruce D. Perry,



Behaviour is a means of communication, 
and all behaviour has a functional 

element. 'Challenging' behaviour is often 
described as communicating unmet 

needs. People with complex needs have 
many unmet needs and often find it 

difficult to express them. Unexpressed 
needs can result in a person being 
perceived as having challenging 

behaviour.



Supporting families beyond school

Helen Norris is our family liaison officer (FLO). 

Helen is a key contact in school for families who 

may need additional support outside of school. 

Helen supports with a wide range of issues 
including; short breaks applications, DLA forms, 

referrals to services, funding applications, liaison 

with housing providers and contact with other 

partners. Helen is also a safeguarding lead and 

can support with organising early help pathways.



The role of the EHCP Coordinator

The EHCP Coordinator is Chris Graham. 

She liaises with teachers, school staff and parent/carers in 

the preparation, review and amendments of EHCPs which 

are presented and discussed at the child’s annual review 

meeting. 

Pupil voice is an important part of the EHCP review process 

and the Coordinator ensures that meaningful opportunities 

evidencing the child’s experience and participation in life at 

Highbury are shared.

The EHCP Coordinator also works with a wide variety of 

professionals (education, health and outside professional 

agencies), to promote improved outcomes for the children 

and their families.



Friends of Highbury • Friday coffee morning 

after assembly

• Family events at 

school

• Fundraising

• Birthday parties

• Super Saturdays

Our ‘Friends’ group is run by parents and carers. Their main aim is to support the 

school by raising funds to support a wide range of opportunities, events and 

resources. 

Across the year they support/provide:

• Super Saturdays (in warm weather)
• Birthday present and party for every child

• Mothers day and Fathers day shops

• Christmas shop

• Contributions to equipment and events

• Coffee morning each week



Questions?

If you have any further questions please browse the website 

and feel free to contact the school office on 

admin@highbury.calderdale.sch.uk
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