
Blackawton Primary School 

NEWSLETTER  

  

 

Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

 
Dear Parents and Carers   
 
Many of our children use social media to connect with friends, share interests, 
and explore their identities. While this can be positive, we are increasingly  
seeing the negative impact of online interactions — particularly those that 
happen outside of school but spill over into friendships and behaviour during 
the school day. 
 
It is important to recognise that schools and families both have a role to play. 
Social media use primarily takes place at home - we have tight restrictions in place at school to stop 
access - and we rely on parents and carers to help guide their children in using it safely and  
responsibly. However, when these issues affect relationships or wellbeing in school, we will always  
support children in repairing and learning from those situations. Working together is the only way we 
can help children develop healthy digital habits, in a world which at times is extremely difficult for 
children to navigate. 
 
We ask families to regularly check what social media platforms their children are using and whether 
these are age-appropriate. The minimum age guideline for Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, Facebook, and 
YouTube is 13 years old, and for WhatsApp it is also 13 (previously 16). These limits exist to protect 
children’s safety, wellbeing, and emotional development online.  
 
At school, we continue to teach children how to use the internet safely, to think critically about what 
they see online, and to treat others with respect in all forms of communication. We also help them  
understand that what they post or say online has real-life consequences. 
 
We would encourage you to keep talking openly with your child about their social media use — what 
they enjoy, what worries them, and what to do if something goes wrong. The more we talk, the safer 
and more confident our children will be online. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support in helping our children grow into responsible, kind, and  
respectful digital citizens. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Liam Fielding and Charlotte Buckle 
Headteacher       Deputy Head 
 

 

Friday 14th November 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 95% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 95% 

Class 4 97% 

Class 5 92% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



 

 

 

 

Monday 17 November 2025 Washwalk Farm, Yr6 

Tuesday 18 November 2025 London, Yr5 and Yr6  

Wednesday 19 November 2025 SEND Parent Forum, 2 to 2:30pm 

Tuesday 25 November 2025 ‘Secondary school life’ talk to Yr6 

25, 26, 27 November 2025 Parents evening  

Monday 8 December 2025  Wreath making evening (book your place via fobs.org.uk)  

Tuesday 9 December 2025 EYFS Christmas trip  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)   

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Thursday 11 December 2025 EYFS Christmas fun run 

Friday 12 December 2025 Cake sale (Yellow House) 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church, 2:15 to 3pm 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Panto trip (Yr1 to Yr6)  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)  

Thursday 18 December 2025 EYFS Christmas party 

Thursday 18 December 2025 Open classroom, 2:30 to 3pm 

Thursday 18 December 2025  Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church, 6pm (meet in 

school hall from 5:30pm) 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 . 

Please note the date change of the Candlelit Service - Now Thursday 18th 

December 2025 

Please note: new dates could be added after this version of the calendar is published and all dates are 

subject to cancellation / change. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“Remembering and thinking of others” 

 

Nursery 
 

This week, Nursery had lots of fun exploring the story of 

the Little red hen. The children enjoyed listening to the 

tale and joining in with the repeated phrases “Not I”. We 

acted out the story using our own animal's masks working 

together to retell the story, such great performers. 

Using clay, we moulded our very                                                            

own Little red hen, adding wings                                                  

and a beak. They were very proud                                                   

of their creations. We’ve been                                           

talking about the importance of                                         

helping others and working                                                                

together, just like The little red                                                                                                                    

hen wanted her friends to do. 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
This week Class 2 have loved travelling to Letter   
Village. When we go to Letter Village, we learn how 
to be accurate handwriters.  

In Maths we have counted from 1 to 100! We have 
been using number lines to explore place value and 
dienes to create numbers in base ten.  

In science we explored the season of autumn and 
compared it to summer. We took a photograph with a 
tree and are excitedly waiting to see how it changes 
through the season.   

Class 3  

 

It’s been another busy and exciting week of learning in 
class 3! We have been exploring non-fiction texts and 
developing our reading comprehension skills. The     
children have been learning how to scan and skim for 
key information, which helps them retrieve facts quickly 
and effectively. 

In maths, we have been focusing on addition and sub-
traction, practising different strategies to solve problems 
accurately and with confidence. I’m especially pleased 
to see how well everyone has been engaging with Sparx 
Maths this week. The effort and progress made by the 
whole class have been fantastic — it’s clear that all that 
hard work is paying off! 

Class 4 
 

It’s been another busy and exciting week of learning in class 3! 
We have been exploring non-fiction texts and developing our 
reading comprehension skills. The children have been learning 
how to scan and skim for key information, which helps them 
retrieve facts quickly and effectively. 

In maths, we have been focusing on addition and subtraction, 
practising different strategies to solve problems accurately and 
with confidence. I’m especially pleased to see how well      
everyone has been engaging with Sparx Maths this week. The 
effort and progress made by the whole class have been fantastic 
— it’s clear that all that hard work is paying off! 

 

Class 1 
Class 1 are doing fabulously in their daily maths        
sessions. This week our maths focus has been careful 
counting of 5 items. There are all sorts of skills to master 
here; organising the items, saying the number names in 
the correct order, 1 to 1 correspondence of number name 
to item and understanding that 
the last number spoken is the 
total of the set. The class has a 
funny puppet called Miss 
Count who needs lots of help 
from Class 1 to remember to 
do all these things.  

 

 

 

 

 

Class 5 have enjoyed looking at a variety of poems in their 
English this week.   

We started with 'In Flanders Fields' by John McCrae.  We 
made some beautiful poppies for Remembrance and wrote 
our poems about the war.  They were very emotive and 
full of rich language and a deep understanding of what life 
must have felt like during WWII or any war.   

We have moved onto fractions in maths - looking at  
equivalence and simplifying. 

 

Class 5 



 

 

 

 

 
Forest School News 

From Puddles to the Past – A Forest School Journey! 

It’s been another fabulously inspiring week in Forest School! They say children don’t mind a bit of rain or 
mud — and our little explorers proved that once again. Whatever the weather throws at them, the fun 
(and learning!) never stops! 

This week, the younger children had a brilliant time splashing in puddles and collecting ‘cooking water’ 
for their ever-busy mud kitchen. Outdoor play naturally encourages sharing, teamwork, and imagination 
— and it’s wonderful to see those social skills growing right alongside the giggles! 

Meanwhile, our older adventurers took their learning back in time to the Anglo-Saxon era! Forest School 
transformed into a bustling Anglo-Saxon ‘village’, where children built sturdy dens fit for warriors and 
wise folk alike, tried their hand at frame weaving, whittled sticks to create their own rune collections, 
and gathered around to listen to the beautifully told story Rhythm of the Rain. 

It’s always amazing to see how classroom learning comes alive under the open sky. Studies show that 
time in nature reduces stress, boosts mood, and sparks creativity — and we see that magic every single 
week in the smiling faces and imaginative work of our children. 

Thank you for sharing your wonderful learners with us. Have a fantastic weekend — we can’t wait to see 
what adventures next week will bring! 
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Eco News 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition - Crocus Bulb  Creation Competition: 
Crocus planting fun - for the whole school.  If you would like to enter, we ask that you plant your bulbs as a family this Autumn 
and bring to school Mid January for judging.  Prizes for: 

• Most colourful blooms, 

• Prettiest crocuses 
Unusual design  
 
How to grow a crocus: 
Crocus bulbs should be planted from September to December. to allow roots to develop before 
winter. Plant them about 3-4 inches (8-10 cm) deep in well-drained soil, with the pointed side  
facing up. Planting time can extend as late as December, as long as the ground isn't frozen. 
 

We have purchased a new bird feeding station , to encourage different birds to our grounds 
ahead of Bird Watching Week 2026.  If you have any feeders you would like to donate to the 

school, please do drop them into the school office.   
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At 11am on 11th November, Blackawton     
Primary School pupils, staff and parents, 
gathered together to remember those who 
fought and lost their lives for us during all 
wars.   

Year 6 pupils recited poetry and Frank led a 
two minute silence by playing The Last Post, 
then ending it with The Rouse.   
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HEAD LICE 

Please check your child’s hair!  

Head lice have been reported in school.  It is important to regularly 

check your child’s hair for head lice.  

The best technique is to use a head lice comb when the hair is wet, leaving in     

conditioner and combing the hair in sections. When the hair is wet, head lice      

cannot move so they are easier to comb out. Please note that they do not jump or 

fly, you can only catch head lice from head to head contact. If you find head lice, 

please treat appropriately: the wet combing technique eradicates the lice and eggs. 

This should be done every 3 to 4 days over a 2-week period to break the life cycle.  

If you require further information please have a look at Head lice and nits - NHS   

Well done to the Blue House team who raised £91         

from their cake sale at the end of last term.  

Thank you to everyone who supported their fundraiser,   

we hope you all enjoyed your sweet treats! 

Children In Need  

Everyone enjoyed a  

fun-filled day raising 

money for Children In 

Need.  

Thank you for your    

donations. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
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SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

 Vicky Llewellyn 
 SENDCo 
 

On  Wednesday 19 November, from 2.00–2.30pm, I’ll be hosting our SEN Parent Forum, 
and I warmly invite you to join us.  

These forums are a chance for us to sit together in a supportive, relaxed space to share      
experiences, talk through challenges, and explore practical solutions as a team.  

Both the SEND Code of Practice and DfE guidance highlight how strong, trusting partner-
ships between schools and families make a real difference to children’s progress and well-
being, and your insight is a vital part of that. If there is anything you would like added to 
the     agenda, please just let me know—your questions and priorities help shape the sup-
port we offer. 



 

 

 

 

 

Miss Burt’s Recommended Read:  
 

 

The Legend of Podkin One-Ear follows young Podkin, a rabbit 
who would much rather spend his days exploring than     
preparing to become a leader. Everything changes when a 
dangerous army known as the Gorm attacks his home, and 
Podkin must escape with his brother and sister. Their journey 
takes them through forests, caves and ancient warrens as 
they try to keep a powerful magical object out of the wrong 
hands. 

The story is full of excitement and tension, but it also has 
plenty of heart. Podkin begins as an unlikely hero, and   
watching him find his courage makes the book especially   
appealing to readers in Key Stage 2. The world is richly     
imagined, the characters feel real, and each chapter keeps 
you turning the pages to find out what happens next. 

 

 

Maths puzzle of the week - family fun 
Try this mathematical thinking to get maths conversations happening at home 
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After School Club is available from Mondays to Thursdays for pupils in Reception to Year 6 

3:20pm to 4:30pm: £6                                                                                                         

3:20pm to 5:30pm: £8 
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Father and Son weekend, 31 January - 1 February 2026: 

 Father And Son Weekend — Dynamic Adventures 

https://dynamicadventurescic.co.uk/father-and-son-weekend-1
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Available in school! 
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