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What is the curriculum?

The curriculum encompasses:

 everything taught 
 everything learnt
and 
 everything lived by the children

each day in our school.



What is our aim?
At Alexander McLeod Primary School, we are passionately 
committed to providing our pupils with the best possible start 
in life. We are driven to equip every child with the knowledge, 
skills and values they need in order to become resilient, 
responsible and happy citizens of the changing world they live 
in. We fervently believe that all children deserve to succeed 
and our ultimate goal is to nurture articulate, well-informed 
children who are prepared for life’s many opportunities and 
challenges.



Our journey to this point…

Subject Leaders created 
progression maps 
according to the National 
Curriculum objectives.

Year groups chose 
topics and planned 
when and how they 
would cover all NC 
objectives.

Subject leaders checked that 
every objective for their 
subject has been planned for 
and that the curriculum is 
progressive from R-Y6.

We began teaching 
our new and 
improved curriculum 
in September 2019!



Contextualised learning

Every year group has at least one topic with a strong link to a 
current affair or world issue.

 Reception – Animal Cruelty
 Year 1 – Hunger
 Year 2 – Recycling
 Year 3 – Protect the Bees!
 Year 4 – Deforestation and Poverty
 Year 5 – Windrush Scandal
 Year 6 – Plastic Crisis



Curriculum theme weeks

 STEM week in the autumn term
 Diversity week in the spring term
 Creative Arts week in the summer term

Subject leaders will work together to make these weeks 
meaningful and memorable for the children of our school, 
helping them to understand why we study different subjects 
and the opportunities for learning and personal development 
in each area. 



Experiences
 Educational visits and workshops
 Forest school
 Collective celebrations – e.g. Christmas concerts
 School Journey
 Performance opportunities – e.g. Y6 production, A FEST, 

choir at the O2 (Young Voices)
 Sporting competitions and events
 Swimming in Y5
 Fundraising opportunities – e.g. McLeod Marathon
 After school clubs





Assessment





Assessment at Alexander Mcleod

Class teacher carries out an assessment prior to teaching a unit

The assessment informs planning and the unit is taught, 
addressing the gaps in children’s learning

Whilst the unit is taught, ongoing formative assessment takes place to 
address misconceptions and consolidate learning (see marking policy)

Once the unit is complete, children take a post-unit assessment to help 
inform teacher judgements about what has been learnt and identify where 

there gaps may still remain in a child’s learning

At the end of each term, standardised tests and  moderation across phases 
takes place; the class teacher assesses children against the KPI’s for reading, 

writing and mathematics

Teacher judgements and targets for learning are fed back to parents in 
the form of parent and teacher consultations and end of year reports



Class teacher carries out an assessment prior to teaching a 
unit



The assessment 
informs planning and 

the unit is taught, 
addressing the gaps in 

children’s learning.



Whilst the unit is taught, 
ongoing formative 

assessment takes place 
to address 

misconceptions and 
consolidate learning (see 

marking policy).



Once the unit is complete, children take a post-unit 
assessment to help inform teacher judgements about 

what has been learnt and identify where the gaps 
may still remain in a child’s learning.



At the end of each term, standardised tests and  
moderation across phases takes place; the class 
teacher assesses children against the KPI’s for 
reading, writing and mathematics.

• Tests are marked and used to inform teacher 
assessment

• Scores are not shared with children, only 
learning points are shared

• Parents will be informed how their child is 
progressing in relation to age-related 
expectations


