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Overview 

Assemblies are an important part of our school’s Social Moral Spiritual Cultural (SMSC) programme of study. They also provide regular opportunities to promote our school’s core values, (including fundamental British values), for collective worship, preparing students for life in modern Britain and promoting safeguarding for all students. Assemblies also provide opportunities to recognise and reward students’ achievement and progress. There is one assembly each week, led by a Year Manager and Year Coordinator and a member of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). 

All assemblies will promote a thought for the week, a key value, key events, and a pastoral focus for the week. Year Managers and Year Coordinators will focus their assemblies on a PSHE/Citizenship theme as part of a SMSC programme of study developed for each year group. The themes developed in assemblies are continued through citizenship and PSHE days, form time activities and through the school’s SMSC Newsletter. Where there are opportunities to do so students lead assemblies for their peers and other students across the Holte, Lozells and Mayfield campus. External agencies may also be invited to lead assemblies, where appropriate. 



























	Autumn Term
4th September – 27th October 2023

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c 
4th Sep
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	N.A
N.A
All year groups
N.A
N.A
	
Ready: getting ready for a new academic year. Our expectations & standards. 
	“There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure.”- Colin Powell
	







Aspiration  
	-Start of an academic year
-Keep, develop and let go
-Core values
-Code of conduct
-World Literacy Day
	N.A
N.A
Year teams
N.A
N.A

	
w.c 
11th Sep 

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace – what are our core values and why are they important?
	"I've missed more than 9,000 shots in my career […], I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life.
	
	-Student Leadership
-Roald Dahl Day
-World First Aid Day
-World Suicide Prevention Day
-Rosh Hashana (Judaism)
	

YM/YCo & SDA

	
w.c
18th Sep
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Safe: attendance and punctuality matters. 
	““Never be limited by other people's limited imaginations. If you adopt their attitudes, then the possibility won't exist because you'll have already shut it out... Mae Jemmison
	
	-World’s Biggest Lesson
-Jeans for Genes Day 
-Day of Democracy
-World Car Free Day

	

YM/YCo & ANO

	

w.c 
25th Sep

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace: guidance and support for young carers
	“You have to apply yourself each day to becoming a little better. By becoming a little better, over a period of time, you will become a lot better.” – John Wooden
	
	-World’s Largest Lesson
-McMillan Coffee Morning 
-World Peace Day
-European Day of Languages
-Yom Kippur (Judaism)
	

YM/YCo & JRD, VKS

	
w.c
2nd Oct


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace: Black History Month
	“Equality is not in regarding different things similarly, equality is in regarding different things differently” Tim Robbins 
	







Tolerance
	-Black History Month 
-International Rights to Know Day 
-World Day of Nonviolence
-Sukkot (Judaism)

	

YM/YCo & LJF

	
w.c
9th Oct
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Inner Peace - Mental health and emotional wellbeing - exploring sources of support.
	“You, yourself, as much as anybody in the entire universe, deserve your love and affection.” Buddha
	
	-Black History Month 
-World Mental Health Day
-National Coming Out Day
-Sixth Form Charity Week 
	

YM/YCo & CHC

	
w.c 
16th Oct


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Positive Peace: the peace matrix - peace-buliding, keeping and making.  
	“Peace is not an absence of war, it is a virtue, a state of mind, a disposition for benevolence, confidence, justice.” – Spinoza
	
	-Anti-slavery Day
-Eradication of Poverty 
-World Food Day
-Conflict Resolution Day
-Navaratri (Hinduism)
	
YM/YCo,  Peace Ambassadors YAS

	
w.c 
23rd Oct


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Ready: Study Skills – how does the brain work? 

	“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are going or learning to do. ” Pele 
	
	-Wear it Pink 2023
-Black History Month 

	
YM/YCO & AMR
























	Autumn Term
6th November – 22nd December 2023

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c 
6th Nov
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Global and community peace: remembering those affected by conflict. 
	“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them.”
	







Respect
	-World Cities Day
-United Nations Day
-Study skills
-Armistice Day

	

YM/YCo & SDA

	
w.c 
13th Nov
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace: Anti-bullying Week: Make a noise about bullying
	“Thou shalt not be a victim, thou shalt not be a perpetrator, but, above all, thou shalt not be a bystander.”  Yehuda Bauer
	
	-All Saints Day (Christian)
-Guy Fawkes Night
-Anti-bullying Week
-Diwali (Sikhism, Hinduism)
	

YM/YCo & MKR

	
w.c 
20th Nov

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace: tackling all forms of discrimination as a community
	“Do unto others as you would have them do onto you.” Matthew 7:12 
	
	-Children in Need
-Tolerance Day 
-Stress Awareness Week
	

YM/YCo & NJH

	
w.c
27th Nov


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Study skills: preparing effectively for mid-year examinations.
	“Patience, persistence and perspiration make an unbeatable combination for success.” Napoleon Hill
	
	 -Stop violence against women day 
-Universal Children’s Day

	

YM/YCo & ANO

	
w.c 
4th Dec


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	 Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Global and community peace Food Bank Appeal 2023 - an introduction to the school’s food bank appeal.
	“Be original, be consistent, do your research, find a niche. If somebody is already doing it, do it better” Jamal Edwards
	







Charity
	-Food bank Appeal
-Day for the Abolition of Slavery
-Advent Sunday (Christian)
-Road Safety Week
	

YM/YCo & VKS

	
w.c 
11th Dec


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community Peace – the importance of student leadership  
	“Better three hours too soon that a minute too late” Shakespeare
	
	-Food Bank Appeal
-World Aids Day 
-Year 11 Charity Week
-Christmas Jumper Day
	

YM/YCo, PO, JRD, LJF

	
w.c
18th Dec
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Respectful: recognising and rewarding student achievements and progress. 
	“He who has a slack hand becomes poor, but the hands of the diligent makes rich.” Proverbs 10:4
	
	-Celebration Assembles
-Human Rights Day
-Food Bank Appeal
-Christmas (Christian)
-World Migrants Day 
	

YM & YCO





	Spring Term
8th January – 9th February 2024

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c 
8th Jan
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Study skills: the importance of sleep, diet and exercise to achievement and wellbeing.
	“It is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you live so cautiously that you might as well not have lived at all – in which case, you fail by default."
	











Peace
	-Epiphany (Christian)
-New Year Resolutions
--Mid-year exams
-National Dental Health Month

	

YM/YCo & SDA

	
w.c 
15th Jan


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Positive Peace: an introduction to  peace archetypes.
	“Lots of people want to ride with you in the limo, but what you want is someone who will take the bus with you when the limo breaks down.” - Oprah Winfrey
	
	-Obesity Awareness Week
-Mid-year exams

	

YM/YCo & LJF, JRD

	
w.c
22nd Jan


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Chamberlain
Lewis
Sixth Form/11
Tolkien
Turner
	
Outer Peace: Martin Luther King and non-violent protest. 

	“I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order that I may learn how to do it.” Pablo Picasso
	
	-Homelessness Sunday
-World Religion Day
-Martin Luther King Day
-Beliefs and Values

	

YM/YCo & AMR

	
w.c
29th Jan


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace: Holocaust Memorial Day 2024: Fragility of Freedom 

	“Fishermen know that the sea is dangerous & the storm terrible, but they have never found these dangers sufficient reason for remaining ashore.” Van Gogh
	
	-Holocaust Memorial Day
-Macmillan Cancer Support
-Storytelling Week


	
YM/YCo & MKR

	
w.c 
5th Feb


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Inner Peace: Internet Safety Day 2023 & Child Mental Heatlh Awareness Week 

	“We were not born with hate in our hearts, it's something learnt over time. If we can learn to hate then we can be taught to love for love is far easier…” Mandela
	
	-Day for Change
-World Cancer Day
-FGM Awareness Day
-Child Mental Health Week
-Internet Safety Day
	

YM/YCo & NJH










	Spring Term
19th February – 22nd March 2024

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c 
19th  Feb
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace: LGBT History Month

	"Never be bullied into silence. Never allow yourself to be made a victim. Accept no one's definition of your life; define yourself."--Harvey Fierstein
	



Responsibility
	-LGBT Awareness Month
-Childhood Cancer Day
	

YM/YCo & SDA

	
w.c 
26th  Feb
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace What is character? An introduction to virtues.
	“The value of life is not based on how long we live, but how much we contribute to others in our society.” Buddha
	
	-Fairtrade Fortnight 
-St David’s Day
-Shrove Tuesday 
-Ash Wednesday 

	

YM/YCo & ANO

	
w.c 
4th Mar


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
National Careers Week
	“People may hate you for being different and not living by society's standards, but they wish they had the courage to do the same.” Kevin Hart
	









Equality
	-National Careers Week
-Women’s History Month
-World Book Day
-Year 10 Charity Week
	

YM/YCo & VKS

	
w.c
11th Mar

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Attendance and punctuality: reviewing records and establishing targets. 

	“Had I not fallen, I would not have arisen. Had I not been subject to darkness, I could not have seen the light.” - Midrash
	
	-No Smoking Day
-British Science Week 
-Big Bang
--Ramadan (Islam)
-Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal
	

YM/YCo & LJF

	
w.c 
18th Mar


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Chamberlain
Lewis
Sixth Form/11
Tolkien
Turner Year 11
	
Reward and recognition –recognise and reward each other for achievement. 
	“Beauty is about being comfortable in your own skin. It's about knowing and accepting who you are.” Ellen DeGeneres
	
	-International Day for the elimination of racism
-Upper School Presentation
-Presentation Assemblies
-Ramadan (Islam)
	
YM & YCO










	Summer Term
8th April – 24th May 2023

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c
 8th April 


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Restore and reset – Basic expectations are re-established. 
	“Discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishment.” – Jim Rohn
	






Sustainability 






	-Stress Awareness Month
-Earth Month 
-Ramadan (Islam)
-Laylat al-Qadr (Islam)

	

YM/YCO & SDA

	
w.c
15th April

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Positive Peace – reflecting on peace: keep, develop and let go. 

	
“We are in danger of destroying ourselves through greed and stupidity.” Stephen Hawkins
	
	-Passover (Judaism) 
-National Autism Awareness Month

	
YM/YCo & CHC

	
w.c 
22nd  April
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Ecological peace – learning to care for our planet. Earth Day 2024. 
	“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched - they must be felt with the heart” Helen Keller
	
	-MS Awareness Week
-The Big Pedal 
	

YM/YCo & YAS

	
w.c 
29th April 

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Study skills: study skill strategies. Preparing for end of year assessments. 

	“Working hard is important. But there is something that matters even more: believing in yourself.” Harry Potter (J.K. Rowling)
	
	-World Immunisation Week 
-International Workers Day 
-Red Cross Week
-National Walking Month 
-Year 9 Charity Week
	

YM/YCo & AMR

	

w.c 
6th May

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace: Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 2024
	“If you’re always trying to be normal you will never know how amazing you can be.” Maya Angelou
	


Wellbeing
	-May Bank Holiday


	

YM/YCO & MKR

	
w.c
13th May


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Inner Peace: Mental Health Awareness Week 
	“Often it’s the deepest pain which empowers you to grow into your highest self.” Karen Samelsohn 
	
	-World Press Freedom Day
-Christian Aid Week
-International Day Against Trans & Homophobia 
-Mental Health Awareness Week
	

YM/YCo & NJH

	
w.c 
20th May


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace: world day for cultural diversity
	[bookmark: _Hlk140833910]“The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a friend, your heart; to yourself, respect.” Benjamin Franklin
	
	-Europe Day
-Cultural Diversity Week

	

YM/YCo & ANO


[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Summer Term
5th June – 25st July 2023

	Week
	Date
	Year
	Assembly Focus
	Thought of the Week
	Core theme
	Theme & key events
	Staff

	
w.c 
3rd Jun
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Ecological Peace: World Environment Day 
	“No matter what your ability is, effort is what ignites that ability and turns it into accomplishment.” Carol Dweck
	








Kindness
	-Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month
-World Environment Day
-Whit Sunday (Christianity)

	

YM/YCo & SDA


	

w.c 
10th Jun

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Outer Peace – the importance of acts kindness
	“I hated every minute of training, but I said, 'Don't quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your life as a champion.” Muhammad Ali
	
	-RSPCA Week
-Against Child Labour 
-Father’s Day
-Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev
	
YM/YCo & VKS

	
w.c 
17th Jun


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Community and global peace - Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month

	“Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength, while loving someone deeply gives you courage.” – Lao Tzu.
	
	-World Refugee Day
-World Humanist Day
-Longest Day
-Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month
	
YM/YCo & LJF

	
w.c 
24th Jun


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7 
	
Community and global peace: Refugee Week


	[bookmark: _Hlk140833816]"Try anything, don't be scared of failure […] The only failure is not trying. And when you find your niche, what you are really good at, hit it so hard.” Jamal Edwards
	
	-Armed Forces Day
-Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month
-Year 8 Charity Week

	
YM/YCo & CHC

	
w.c 
1st Jul


	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Chamberlain
Lewis
Sixth Form/11
Tolkien
Turner Year 11
	
Ecological Peace: reconnecting with nature and the spiritual

	[bookmark: _Hlk140833847]“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” Martin Luther King 
	





Community 
	-Water Week
-National Child Obesity Week 


	

YM/YCo & YAS

	
w.c 
8th Jul

	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Attendance and punctuality: reviewing records and establishing targets. 

	“The greatest wealth is health.” – Virgil

	
	-Plastic Free July 
-Disability Awareness Day


	

YM/YCo & ANO

	
w.c 
15th Jul
	Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday
	Year 11/12 & 13
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8 
Year 7
	
Reward and recognition – pupils and staff recognise and reward each other for achievement and contribution.

	“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do.” Pele
	
	-Bastille Day 
-World Population Day 
-Reflecting & reviewing 
-Presentation assemblies
-Wellbeing day
-Year 7 Charity Week
	

YCO & YM
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