
KS1 Reading 
Comprehension

“reading is dreaming with your eyes 
wide open.”



Why is reading important?



Phonics &
Comprehension 

Word reading vs understanding

The letters c  a  t mean 



Comprehension 

What does school do?

https://www.alexmcleod.org.uk/Reading/

https://www.alexmcleod.org.uk/Reading/


Comprehension 

The vocabulary gap
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Comprehension 

When might the story happen?

Who could be the main 

character?
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Comprehension 

The slide felt hot as Timmy slid 

down it. 

What do you infer about the 

weather in this sentence?
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Comprehension 

Look at the characters faces. 

How might they be feeling? 

How do you know?
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Comprehension 

What does school do?
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Comprehension 

What does school do?
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What is happening in this picture? What 

has happened in the story so far?



Comprehension 

What does school do?
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Ouch! Cried Stitchhead. He stood up and rubbed his head.

WHAT HAPPENED? Boomed the Creature. 

Which word tells me the Stitchhead is hurt?



Comprehension 

What does school do?
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What happens first in the story?

Does this or that happen first?



What are the barriers to 
reading?

• Insufficient word recognition skills 

• Oral language skills 

• Limited working memory 

• Attitudes towards reading

• Insufficient explicit teaching of the full remit of comprehension 

components 

• Poor inferencing skills



Teaching Reading



Teaching Reading


