
Narrative
Writing!

Story Openings
Step 1:

Read and dramatize the text, exploring 
vocabulary; begin adding to the developing 

success criteria noting purpose, audience and 
how the author and illustrator create mood 

and atmosphere for the reader.



Lesson Preparation:
● Print 1 copy of plan per class.
● Print 16 copies of coloured front cover per class.
● Print 1 copy of Resource 3 per class.
● Print 16 copies of Resource 2 per class.
● Print 32 copies of Resource 1 off per class.



Writing Model
Use these examples of writing to learn 
how to do it yourself!

Spoken Scaffold
Use these helpful sentences when 
speaking to your partner.

Spoken Prompts
Use these questions and prompts to 
help to get your ideas flowing!

Edit and Proofread
This shows when you have a chance to 
edit and proofread your writing!

Grammar Focus
This shows when there’s a key skill we 
can use!

Spelling Focus
This shows when there’s a key spelling 
rule to check!

Working Wall
Time to add something to our working 
wall!

Think - Pair - Share
Time to find and talk to your talk 
partner! Remember – nest, eye2eye, 
knee2knee.

Writing Icons





Night of the Gargoyles
Author: Eve Bunting
Illustrator: David Wiesner

What genre might this text be?

What feelings/emotions might you or another 
reader be feeling?

What themes are you noticing so far? 



Vocab Haul!
Think of at least five pieces of vocabulary that describes 

the emotions felt so far.
“When I look at the cover, I feel…”

“The shadows make me feel…”

“The gargoyle’s face makes me feel…

Use the vocab resource on your table to help you, but you must think of at least 
two of your own.





What is a gargoyle?
Gargoyle – A waterspout in the form of a
                    grotesque human or animal figure
                    projecting from the roof or eaves
                    of a building.

Have you seen a gargoyle?
➔ In real life?
➔ In books?
➔ On TV/in a film?





Mood
Atmosphere



√

Let’s Read…

√













Stories usually start in 3 main ways:

Dialogue ActionCharacter/setting 
description

TTYP:
How did this story start?

It hooks us in and gives us a feel of the 
mood/atmosphere



Re-read the same section in pairs
Choose some words and phrases and consider the mood (emotions/feelings 

created) and the atmosphere as a result.

What imagery pops into your head as you read this word, phrase or 
sentence?

“The gargoyles squat high on corners…”

For example:

MOOD - How it makes you feel (I am feeling…)

ATMOSPHERE - How the setting feels (The setting 
feels…) 



On your strips of paper, write down language 
choices that make you feel uneasy and tense.



√

Let’s Keep Reading…
Keep adding words and phrases that affect the 
mood and atmosphere to your sheet as we go!











Audience
Who do you think the audience is for a genre like this?

What type of reader might appreciate the themes, mood, and atmosphere?

Let's add it to our 
success criteria on the 

next slide! 





Icon pack


