Statement of Intent for Design & Technology
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Intent
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which has a vital role in contributing to a balanced curriculum, which prepares children for life beyond primary education.  This subject encourages children to learn to think and intervene creatively to solve problems both as individuals and as members of a team.  
At St John the Baptist CofE Primary school, we aim to provide children with a DT education that is relevant in our rapidly changing world.  We encourage children to use their creativity and imagination, to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.  We aim to, wherever possible, link work to other disciplines such as mathematics, science, computing and art.  
The children are also given opportunities to reflect upon and evaluate past and present design technology, its uses and its effectiveness and are encouraged to become innovators and risk-takers.  Children will be exposed to a wide range of media including textiles, food and woodwork; through this, children will develop their skills, vocabulary and resilience. 
Implementation
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, we teach the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in the process of designing and making.  The children design and create products that consider function and purpose, and which are relevant to a range of sectors (for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment). 
Whilst the EYFS and National Curriculum forms the foundation of our curriculum, we make sure that children learn additional skills, knowledge and understanding, to enhance learning and to meet the particular needs and requirements of our children.  
Key skills and knowledge for DT have been mapped across the school (using our learning ladders) to ensure clear progression through the year groups. Key concepts and technical vocabulary are also included in planning which follows an overall design, make, evaluate structure. 
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The impact of the teaching of Design and Technology is assessed in a number of ways. Formal assessment by book trawls and marking of children’s work is used alongside observations of and discussions with children about their learning, as well as photographic and video evidence.
All our children will have experience of; 
 How to follow the design, make, evaluate process to meet a goal 
 Solving real life practical problems using innovation and creativity, both as an individual and as part of a group 
 Choosing from and using a growing range of tools and materials 
 Using and understanding richer technical vocabulary associated with DT 
 Preparing a range of healthy, varied and nutritious dishes
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