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Instructions for Use

For all of your subjects, there are certain facts that you need to know in order for you to best
understand the content you study in lessons.

In this booklet are Knowledge Organisers for each subject which contain the core concepts that
you have to know to be successful in your lessons. 

The first 15 minutes of Home Learning is the same in all subjects (apart from Maths) and should
be completed in your single Home Learning exercise book:

 Look: read a specific section of the Knowledge Organiser.

 Cover: cover it over or put it to one side;

 Write: from memory, write out as much of the information as you can remember for that section;

 Check: check back with the Knowledge Organiser. Anything missing or incorrect, add in purple pen.

 Review: information you didn’t recall the first time you may wish to check in a different format, 
such as repeating the process or creating revision cards.

The next lesson, your teacher will check that you have completed this process and you will be
quizzed in your subject lesson to see what you can recall.
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Instructions for Use : Example

Show My Homework for Geography says:    ‘Knowledge Organiser: How to Read Grid References’. 

1. LOOK: carefully read the section of the Knowledge Organiser which you are learning.

2. COVER: cover it over or put it to one side.

3. WRITE: write out as many details as you can from memory.

Write the date 
then title 

(subject: focus)

Lay out your page 
with sections or 

questions to help 

4. CHECK: check back over your answer with the KO. Anything which is missing or incorrect,
add in in purple pen.

5. REVIEW: if you had significant gaps or parts you didn’t understand, repeat the process from Step 1. 

Correct and add 
more detail 
using your 

purple pen. 
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Key Vocabulary

Social justice Fairness in the way people are dealt with 
in society.

Inequality Fairness in the way people are dealt with 
in society.

Class The grouping of people in society 
according to social status and wealth.

Community People who are considered as a unit 
because of their common interests, social 
group, nationality etc.

Influence The power to have an effect on people or 
things (or a person or thing that is able to 
do this).

Prejudice An opinion, formed in advance, about a 
particular group of people or things. 

Responsibility A duty to care for something; blame.

Expose To make something that is covered or 
hidden able to be seen; To make public 
something bad or dishonest.

Privilege The power and advantage that only a 
small group of people have, usually 
because of their wealth or high social 
class.

Society People in general thought of as a group.

Social elite The richest, most powerful, best-educated 
or best-trained group in a society.

Remorse A feeling of sadness and being sorry 
for what you have done.

J. B. Priestley’s An Inspector Calls: Knowledge Organiser

Key Quotations

1. ‘unsinkable, 
absolutely unsinkable’ 
– Birling about the 
Titanic

2. ‘like bees in a hive – 
community and all 
that nonsense’ - 
Birling

3. ‘we are members of 
one body.’ – Inspector 
(final speech)

4. ‘You mustn’t try to 
build up a kind of wall 
between us and that 
girl.’ – Sheila

5. ‘swallowed a lot of 
strong disinfectant.  
Burnt her inside out’ – 
the Inspector’s 
description of Eva 
Smith’s death

6. ‘. ‘a man has to 
mind his own business 
and look after himself 
and his own – and –’ – 
Birling 

7. ‘Girls of that class.’ 
– Mrs Birling about 
Eva Smith / working 
class women

8. ‘pink and intimate 
[...} brighter and 
harder”. – Lighting 
instructions from the 
stage directions

9. ‘Just used her for 
the end of a stupid 
drunken evening, as if 
she were an animal, a 
thing, not a person’ – 
Inspector about Eric’s 
treatment of Eva 
Smith

10. ‘Everything’s all 
right now, Sheila. 
(Holds up the ring.) 
What about this ring?’ 
– Gerald just before 
the end of the play

11. ‘If men will not 
learn that lesson, then 
they will be taught it 
in fire and blood and 
anguish.’

For more information 
about what you can 
say about the key 
quotes, see the quote 
summary revision 
worksheet.

QUICK OVERVIEW: ‘An Inspector Calls’ is a play by J.B. Priestley.  Through the play, Priestley 
attempts to expose what he views as the problems with society and offers the audience an 
alternative, socialist, viewpoint.  Writing at the end of World War 2, the play is Priestley’s warning 
about what to avoid when rebuilding society at the end of the war.  The socialist ideas he explores in 
it would have been popular with many of his first audience: Britain had recently elected the socialist 
Labour Party when the play was first performed.  Priestley’s play captures the spirit of the time, in 
particular a sense that different parts of society could work together to build a better, fairer Britain.

Plot Overview
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Eva Smith: the victim – used to show the 
consequences of… a selfish attitude to 
responsibility, an uncaring social elite, an 
unequal society, class prejudice, a 
capitalist society); used to symbolise the 
working class; used to show the need for 
socialism.

Mrs Birling, Eric, Sheila, Gerald – the 
other ‘killers’ – together with Birling, 
they represent an immoral and selfish 
social elite: the problem with society.  
In addition, they are used for the 
following functions:

Mrs Birling: to show class prejudice 
and the failings of charity; to show a 
woman kept in her ivory tower and 
ignorant about the real world.
Sheila and Eric: to represent the 
younger generation and their ability to 
learn and change.
Sheila: to show naivete about the real 
world; to contrast with Eva Smith’s life.
Gerald: to symbolise the upper class.

The Inspector - used to expose… the lack 
of social justice in society, the immorality 
of the social elite, the suffering of the 
working class, the need for change in 
society, the failings of capitalism; used as 
Priestley’s mouthpiece to present 
socialist ideas.

Birling: the ‘murderer’ – not actually a 
murderer of course (it was suicide); used 
to symbolise capitalism and an arrogant 
social elite; used to represent a selfish 
worldview; presented as the problem 
with society; presented negatively to 
undermine these things; uses to 
represent the older generation.

Themes and Ideas:

Inequality and 
social justice

Priestley exposes the lack of social justice in 
society: the social elite live in comfort while the 
workers suffer.

Responsibility The play suggests that we have a responsibility 
to look after each other (and not just ourselves 
as Birling suggests).

Class Priestley uses the play to expose the problem of 
class prejudice; he also exposes the immorality 
of the social elite and the suffering of the 
working class.

Gender The play highlights the gender divide and the 
relative powerlessness of women.  However, it 
also shows how class affects gender 
expectations (Sheila vs Eva).

Morality The play exposes the truth about morality as he 
sees it: that contrary to class prejudice, it is the 
so-called ‘respectable citizens’ who are immoral.

Power The play exposes how power is abused by those 
who have it and the suffering it causes; it 
reveals the unfair imbalance of power in society.

Capitalism 
versus 

socialism 

Priestley – a socialist – uses the play to expose 
the failings of capitalism (through Birling and 
Eva Smith) and to show the need for socialism 
(through the Inspector).

Key Context:

Working class life in 
1912

Nearly 80% of people in Britain were working class in 1912.  Life was hard, hours were long and pay was low.  There was little job security.

Class prejudice Many in the social elite were prejudiced against the working class and believed that they were less moral than members of the social elite.

Charity: the 
‘deserving’ and 
‘undeserving’ poor

There was little support for those in need.  One form of support was charity; however, many who ran charities believed in the idea of the ‘deserving’ 
and ‘undeserving’ poor; in other words, you had to prove you deserved help.

The welfare state The welfare state is a system, paid for by taxes, that supports those in need (e.g. if unemployed).  There was virtually no welfare state in 1912.

Capitalism and 
socialism

These are contrasting beliefs about how a society should be run.  Priestley was a socialist – very broadly, he believes that society is unbalanced and 
that workers should have more power.  British society was largely capitalist in 1912; Priestley wanted to change this.

Character Functions
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