Christian Life of the School
Christianity through the curriculum:
A St John’s child will learn about themselves, investigate their own beliefs, explore other faiths and examine Christianity independently and against counter theories as they progress through the school. 
Religious Education (RE) plays an important role in defining the school's distinctive Christian Character.  Religious education makes a unique contribution to the ethos of our school. We recognise that spirituality lies at the heart of the curriculum. The skills, values and attitudes developed in RE are at the heart of a cohesive community where the children are encouraged to have a positive sense of identity and belonging.  We aim to ensure that the RE curriculum is challenging, dynamic and relevant to pupils of all ages and encourage the children to ask questions to develop their critical thinking and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form our society, whilst promoting respect and diversity.
RE teaching is in line with the curriculum and the recommendations of the Leicester Diocesan Board of Education, and the Understanding Christianity programme developed by the Church of England. The majority of our curriculum is based around developing the children’s awareness of the traditions and beliefs of Christianity, particularly in relation to the Anglican Church.  Christian morals and values are central to the ethos of our schools and we aim to give children a firm foundation of social values based on Christian principles.  The encounter must be an open one which stems from and instils respect for different views and interpretations.
RE is taught in 6 set week blocks each year (one per half term); our aim is to ensure that learners are inspired by the subject and develop a deeper and wider range of higher level skills such as enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection to deepen their understanding of the impact of religion on the world. Two thirds of the RE curriculum focuses on Christianity and one third covers other major world faiths, such Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Hinduism.
A central element to our RE curriculum is ensuring children learn both about and from religion, through providing hands on experiences such as visiting places of worship, interacting with leaders of other faiths or handling religious artefacts we aim to ensure our RE is exciting and engaging for all children and creates a sense of awe and wonder. 
In addition, the subject contributes to other areas of education and human experience and plays an important part of the wider programme of personal, social, health and economic teaching.
In order for the children to flourish and shine, the development of each child’s religious literacy is a fundamental aim of the teaching of Christianity which leads to it linking into other areas of the curriculum. At St John’s we seek to educate the whole child which means that at certain times curriculum areas will overlap to inform thinking and debate. In these lessons children will learn about an area of Christianity alongside another world view which could be contradictory. This helps our pupils to develop their own opinion about a subject rather than to just accept what is being outlined. Examples of this would include:

KS2:
Children explored the concept of Evolution from a Science basis alongside the Biblical account of Creation, developing their own opinion of whether either was correct or could there be a mix that would explain our natural world today.  
Pupils studied Light – considering how light travels from the sun and the wonder of creation, as well as the anatomical marvel that is the eye.
In Year 6 WW2 is studied in detail. Rather than just accepting it as an historical event the children will explore the whole concept of war, investigate the casualties, consider different views on war and peace, and develop an understanding on the Biblical view before making up their own minds on whether it is justified. 
Spanish holidays, festivals and traditions are explored within MFL.
KS1:
Children have written their own prayers/reflections on the world as part of their literacy lessons. 
Singing in the classroom also brings through Christian music within this area of the curriculum.
FS2:
[bookmark: _GoBack]A main area of the curriculum is PSED through which Christianity is considered.
Children also spend time considering the topic of celebrations – finding out about Christian traditions and important festivals, as well as those from other faiths.
 


