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A note from Mr Gawne ...
It’s hard to believe we’ve reached the end of the first half term already—
eight weeks have flown by and it’s been great to see the learning and
progress our children have been making since starting back in
September. I have been really impressed with some Maths in year 2 that
has been shared with me this week alongside some fantastic writing
from our children in year 6 linked to their learning on WW1 and their
English text of ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo. A great story and one of
my favourites from my time as a class teacher too! The winter germs
have also started to creep in alongside the darker nights but we thank
you for your support in continuing to ensure that attendance remains a
priority for school. Let’s try and climb back above 96% in Autumn 2!

Over the last couple of weeks, It’s been a real pleasure to welcome new
families to Sherdley, especially our youngest members in Reception and
Pre-School who have settled in beautifully and are already making
wonderful contributions to our school community.

There have been so many highlights this half term that it’s difficult to
choose just a few! We were proud to introduce our Year 6 Prefects and
House Captains for the academic year—each one chosen for their
leadership, kindness, and commitment to our school values. 
We know they’ll be fantastic ambassadors for Sherdley. 

95.4 %



A note from Mr Gawne ... Continued
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We also hosted our open evenings for prospective families joining us in 2026–27, welcoming over
40 families into school to see what makes Sherdley so special. Lower Key Stage 2 enjoyed an
immersive Stone Age Day, which was a brilliant launch into their history topic, and today’s Rock
Kidz Day brought music, movement, and motivation to every corner of the school. It was my first
Rock Kidz experience as Headteacher—and what a day it was! The energy and excitement were
absolutely infectious. The costumes were fantastic too and I thank you for your support with this!

Looking ahead, our Autumn Term events calendar has been updated and shared with families,
including some new dates for your diaries. Year 1 are eagerly anticipating their trip to the Eureka
Science Museum, and we’re delighted to confirm the Year 6 residential for the summer term.
Over recent weeks, you may have received updates regarding baseline assessments for
statutory checks such as the Year 4 multiplication check and Year 6 SATs scaled scores too.
Thank you for your continued support in engaging with these, and for attending the Year 1
Phonics Workshop—it’s always lovely to see so many of you involved in your children’s learning
journey. After half term, we look forward to welcoming you into school for our informal 'Drop In'
Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 12th November straight after school until 5:00pm, where you’ll
have the opportunity to visit your child’s classroom and browse their books ahead of our formal
Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 14th January 2026.

A Few Reminders:

As we approach the end of the term, we’ve noticed a few slips in uniform standards. Please
remember that children are expected to wear full school uniform, including black shoes, and that
any accessories should be in our school colours—blue, white, black, or grey. On PE days, children
may wear their PE kit, but again, this should reflect our school colours. Jewellery is not permitted,
except for stud earrings. We also want to thank parents for their cooperation in keeping our
school grounds safe by not bringing dogs onto the premises, and for parking considerately
during morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up. Your efforts make a big difference, especially
after a few concerns were raised by fellow parents.

Thank you once again for your continued support. Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and restful
half term break. We look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 4th November.
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School Admission & Applications Reminders 

It’s that time of year where families begin to choose Primary and
Secondary Schools for their children and the St Helens School
Admissions Team have asked us to remind you of the following
dates:

31st October 2025 - 
Closing date for
parents of Y6 children
to select High School
Choices.

15th January 2025 - 
Closing date for families
of Reception aged
children to select
Primary School places
for September 2026.

Reception spaces still available at
Sherdley for this year!
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Sherdley School Prefects 

Each year, we encourage our year 6 children to apply to
be a Sherdley prefect. It is a challenging process. This year
over 22 children applied for 12 positions. They were given a
job description, completed an application form, had a
mini ‘interview’ as well as having their attendance,
punctuality, uniform and track-it-lights considered - we
want positive role models as our prefect team!
 
We are delighted to share that the following children are
this year’s prefects - you will recognise them due to the
green ties they will wear. (We have a small number of
prefects yet to be assigned. We look forward to the next
round of applications in January 2026.)

The first group of children to be successful are: Walter,
Josh W, Ted, Flo, Ivy, Kalina, Ellie and Chris.



Spotlight on year 3 - Stone Age Day

www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

During Autumn 1, year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age. They learned about the Stone Age to
the Iron Age, including how did the lives of Ancient Britons change during the Stone Age? They have

been reading: Ice Monster by David Walliams, writing instructions on how to Wash a Woolly Mammoth
and reading Stone Age Boy.  They have also completed artwork that reflects this period of time. 

During Stone Age Day, the children made clay pots, learned about living during the period and ate
some soup. 

We made Stonehenge using
custard cream biscuits -

Phoenix 

And at the end we got to eat
them! - Izzy.

We made soup like
during the stone age - it

was 10/10 -  Olivia



Spotlight on year 3 - Stone Age Day
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We played games like stone
age children. We hid 100

conkers then looked to find
them - Sadie

We made clay 
pots because they 

couldn’t go to the shop. 
Jo 
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Sherdley Shares



Aspirations Week 26  January 2026th

CAN YOU
HELP?
CAN YOU
HELP?
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Sherdley Aspirations Week 26.01.26

Email Mrs Bennett -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk
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Mrs Bennett or
Mrs Eccleston 
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On 10  October, we all added
a splash of yellow to our

uniform in support of Mental
Health Awareness. This year

we asked for a small
donation, which would

support our school
counselling service. 

th

Thank you for your donations.
You helped us to raise

£443.35 which will support us
in continuing our counselling

offer as part of our wider
school pastoral support.

Thank you!

Mental Health Monday

Mrs Stroud
Deputy DSL 

SENDCO

Mrs Eccleston
DSL 

Attendance

Mrs Bridge
The Hub
Pastoral

Mrs Bennett
DSL 

Deputy Head



Mental Health Monday
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What is Odd Socks Day?

Purpose: 
It is an annual national event that marks the start of Anti-Bullying
Week, promoting the message of acceptance and celebrating

individuality.

Message: 
The day encourages people to be proud of their uniqueness, as

everyone is different, and these differences make the world exciting
and interesting.

Action: 
The simple act of wearing odd socks symbolises that it's okay to be

different and to embrace our unique traits and quirks.

Anti-Bullying Week - 10  Novemberth

Monday 10  November th

Wear Odd Socks 
with your uniform
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Sherdley BLAST

Breakfast Club      After School Club
Mrs Woods               Mrs Woods
Mrs Gaffney             Miss Follin
Mrs Stout                   Mrs Brown

Meet our BLAST staff - from L-R:- 
Miss Follin, Mrs Woods, Mrs Gaffney, Mrs Stout & Mrs Brown

Our children have returned to BLAST and have been having lots of fun
in Autumn 1 Term.  This week has included lots of Halloween themed

arts and crafts and an end of half term party food tea.

Reminder for parents:-

All bookings must be made the day before via School Money- you cannot book
on or cancel a place on the day.
Any child booked on the early breakfast session must arrive before 8.20am if
they require breakfast.
Please do not turn up for BLAST without booking as we rarely have spaces so
your child won’t be able to stay.
Late charges are applied if you collect your child late from after school club at
both the 4.15pm and 5.30pm sessions. These charges must be cleared within 5
days.



Autumn 1 Term in BLAST





https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/
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Term Dates 2025 - 2026
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If
you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We

can also be contacted via the Sherdley email -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not
share information with the office team, you can request a call back

regarding a safeguarding worry.
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/socialcare

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services
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Sherdley Shares

www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/1816/children-s-services


