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Primary Schools RE Intent 

Intent 

At The Federation of St Martin’s and Seabrook CEP School  pupils and their families can expect a high 

quality religious education (RE) curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a 

thorough knowledge and understanding of a range of faiths and world views. As a church school, the 

teaching of Christianity is at the heart of our RE curriculum. Through the Understanding Christianity 

resource, the use of an enquiry approach engages with significant theological concepts and the pupil’s 

own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious literacy. Using our own policy adapted 

from the Kent Agreed scheme incorporating Understanding Christianity we learn about other religions 

and world views, fostering respect for them. Links with our Christian values and vision, and support 

for pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development are intrinsic to our RE curriculum 

and have a significant impact on learners. We provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to 

understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of faiths 

and world views studied. 

 Implementation  

RE is an academic subject that has a high profile in our school curriculum. It is a priority for senior 

leaders, who ensure that the teaching, learning and resourcing of RE is comparable with other 

curriculum subjects. 

This means that the RE curriculum: 

◼ Is intrinsic to the outworking of our distinctive Christian vision in enabling all pupils to flourish. In 

addition, it contributes to British values and to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 

◼ Is delivered in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner to engage and challenge all pupils 

through an exploration of core concepts and questions. Lessons provide meaningful and informed 

dialogue with a range of religions and worldviews. 

◼ Reflects a good balance between the disciplines of theology, philosophy and human science, 

to enable pupils to develop their religious literacy* 

*Religious Literacy: Helping children and young people, hold balanced and well- informed 

conversations about religion and belief. 

◼ Enables pupils to acquire a rich, deep knowledge and understanding of Christian belief and 

practice, including the ways in which it is unique and diverse, whilst engaging with biblical texts and 

theological ideas. 

◼ Provides opportunities for pupils to understand the role of foundational texts, beliefs, rituals, and 

practices and how they help to form identity in a range of religions and worldviews. 

◼ Supports the development of other curriculum areas and other general educational abilities such 

as literacy, empathy and the ability to express thoughts, feelings and personal beliefs. 

◼ Encompasses the full range of abilities to ensure that all flourish academically, using a wide 



range of teaching and learning strategies which consider the task, outcome, resource, support and 

pupil grouping as appropriate to pupils’ needs 

◼ Offers tasks that are age appropriate, challenging and sufficiently demanding to stimulate and 

engage all pupils, whilst extending the most able and providing support for those who need it. 

◼ Ensures that all pupils’ contributions are valued in RE as they draw on their own experiences and 

beliefs 

The time spent on the teaching of Religious Education should be: 

- 36 hours per year for Key Stage 1- 1 hour per week 

- 45 hours per year for Key Stage 2 – 1.25 hours per week 

The RE entitlement is totally separate from requirements for collective worship. Collective worship 

must not be considered curriculum time for RE or the teaching of RE. 

Pupils experience opportunities to learn and express themselves through an enquiry-based style 

of learning by: 

◼ Posing and discussing ‘big’ and challenging questions 

◼ Reading and critically analysing texts. 

◼ Interpreting information from different sources. 

◼ Seeking information for themselves in libraries and on computers. 

◼ Listening to and discussing with the teacher and other pupils. 

◼ Engaging in pair and group work. 

◼ Exploring a range of media such as artefacts, pictures, photographs, music and drama. 

◼ Experiencing visits and visitors. 

◼ Taking part in outdoor learning. 

◼ Taking time for reflection. 

Impact Criteria 

◼ Formative and summative assessment to show progression in learning. 

◼ Use of key (or developing in EYFS) vocabulary is apparent in written work. 

◼ Long term plans show progression in subject knowledge year on year. 

◼ Children show increasingly positive attitudes towards Religious Education. 

◼ Lesson observations show high quality teaching within a sequence. 

◼ Teachers show increased confidence in subject knowledge. 


