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What were the gas masks like?

The masks were made of black rubber, which was very hot and 

smelly. It was difficult to breathe when wearing a gas mask. 

When you breathed in the air was sucked through the filter to 

take out the gas. When you breathed out the whole mask was 

pushed away from your face to let the air out.

Posters instructed people how to put their gas masks on. 

Why were people given gas 

masks during the war?

Everyone in Britain was given 

a gas mask in a cardboard box, 

to protect them from gas 

bombs, which could be 

dropped during air raids. 



Why did people think a gas attack would 

happen?

Gas had been used a great deal in the 

First World War and many soldiers had 

died or been injured in gas attacks. 

There was a fear that this time it would 

be used against ordinary people at home 

in Britain (civilians).

By September 1939 nearly everybody in 

the country had been issued with a gas 

mask (38 million).

Many lamp-posts in London were painted 

with a special chemical that turned yellow 

when gas was detected. Unfortunately it 

also went yellow when dogs urinated on 

lamp-posts. This caused a lot of false gas 

attack alarms.

http://www.emsource.org.uk/archive/item098/index.asp


A teacher teaching a class to

children with gas masks on.

What would you have felt like

having lessons taught like this?



A husband and wife with 

their baby in a special gas 

mask that required another 

person to pump the air in. 

This was because a baby’s 

breathing wouldn’t be 

powerful enough to pull the 

air through the filter.



A woman walking her with her 

toddler in a pram, the toddler 

is obviously old enough for a 

normal gas mask to be fitted 

to him.



What was the job of the ARP Wardens?

ARP (air raid precaution) wardens 

supervised the Blackout.                        

The main role of the ARP Wardens was 

to report the extent of bomb damage 

and assess the local need for help from 

the emergency and rescue services. 

Wardens also enforced the blackout 

rules, making sure that all sources of 

light were blacked out completely or 

dimmed.

The ARP Wardens also organised and staffed air raid shelters, and used 

their knowledge of their local areas to help find and reunite family members 

who had been separated in the rush to find shelter from the bombs.                                

There were 1.4 million ARP wardens in Britain, most of who were part time 

volunteers who had full time day jobs.

How could you recognise a Warden?



An ARP warden sets the time 

for the blackout to commence 

that night.



An ARP warden helps to carry a wounded man from a 

bombed-out building during the Blitz.



A Fire Guard wearing the 
official 'uniform' of armlet and 
steel helmet with A.R.P. 
blackout lamp and axe worn 
on the belt. The respirator is 
carried in a black metal tin. 

Whistle at the ready to warn 
of the fall of incendiaries, our 
guard holds an incendiary 
bomb scoop with stirrup 
pump and supply of sandmats
(modified sandbags designed 
to be placed directly on 
incendiary bombs to smother 
them) close at hand. 

The dustbin lid was used as a 
heat shield when approaching 
burning incendiary bombs.



As the night raids became 

so frequent, many people 

who were tired of 

repeatedly interrupting 

their sleep to go back and 

forth to the shelters, 

virtually took up 

residence in a shelter.

Why were Air Raid Shelters built?

People needed to protect themselves from the bombs 

being dropped by German aircraft.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/worldwar2audioclipslibrary_clip02.shtml


What were Anderson Shelters? 

These shelters were half buried in the ground with earth heaped on top to protect 

them from bomb blasts. They were made from six corrugated iron sheets bolted 

together at the top, with steel plates at either end, and measured 6ft 6in by 4ft 6in 

(1.95m by 1.35m). The entrance was protected by a steel shield and an earthen 

blast wall.

By September 1939 one and a half million Anderson shelters had been put up in 

gardens. 

What were Anderson Shelters like? 

The Anderson Shelters were dark and damp and people were reluctant to 

use them at night. In low-lying areas they tended 

to flood and sleeping was difficult as they did not

keep out the sound of the bombings. 

How much did they cost? 

Anderson shelters were given free to poor people. 

Men who earned more than £5 a week could buy 

one for £7. 



Woman: "Is it all right now, Henry?" 

Man: "Yes, not even scratched."



When was the Morrison Shelter first introduced?

The Morrison Shelter was introduced in

March 1941, for people without gardens. 

The shelter, made from heavy steel,

could also be used as a table. People

sheltered underneath it during a raid.

The Morrison shelter was named after

the Minister for Home Security,

Mr. Herbert Morrison. 

The Morrison shelter was approximately 6 feet 6 inches (2m) long, 4 feet 

(1.2m) wide and 2 feet 6 inches (0.75m) high. 

The Morrison shelter was rarely as effective as the Anderson shelter, 

which it was said could withstand all but a direct hit.



What other places were used as air raid 

shelters?

On September 21, 1940 the London 

Underground started to be used as an air raid 

shelter. On the busiest night in 1940, 177,000 

people slept on platforms. Many bought 

sandwiches, thermos flasks, pillows and 

blankets.

Since there were no toilets all the waste was 

kept in a bucket. People would set up their 

beds as far away from this bucket as possible 

because all it took was one careless person to 

kick it over.

To start off with, the London Underground 

bosses wanted to stop people from doing this, 

but they couldn’t stop the people from buying a 

half-penny platform ticket and refusing to come 

off the platform!



Why were sandbags 

used so much?           

Sandbags were used 

so extensively 

because they 

absorbed some of 

the force from the 

exploding bombs, 

they also stopped 

things from catching 

fire because sand 

doesn’t burn.

Sandbags were stored around the bottom of lamp-posts on street corners 

in London for fighting fires with. But, once again, dogs did what they are 

inclined to do on them, so consequently, when people came to pick them 

up the sand stank and fell out of the bottom of the rotting bags.



When did The Blackout begin?

Britain was blacked out on 1st September 1939, two days 

before the outbreak of war.

What was The Blackout?

During the war, everyone had to cover their windows and 

doors at night with heavy blackout curtains, cardboard or 

paint. 

Why did people have to cover their windows and doors?

They needed to prevent any glimmer of light from 

escaping and aiding enemy aircraft during their bombing 

raids. 

What about other sources of light during the blackout. Were they 

covered too?

Street lights were switched off or dimmed and shielded to deflect 

their light downward. Traffic lights and vehicle headlights were 

fitted with slotted covers to deflect their beam down to the floor.





What effect did the Blackout have on people's lives ?

Thousands of people died in road accidents. The number of road 

accidents increased because of the lack of street lighting and the 

dimmed traffic lights. To help prevent accidents white stripes were 

painted on the roads and on lamp-posts. People were encouraged to 

walk facing the traffic and men were advised to leave their shirt-tails 

hanging out so that they could be seen by cars with dimmed headlights.

Other people were injured during the Blackout because they could not 

see in the darkness. Many people were injured tripping up, falling down 

steps, or bumping into things. To remedy some of these problems the 

government ordered white stripes to be painted on the edges of steps.



KS: Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past.

Use the  ‘Pictures of Preparation for War’ and your notes to make an 

information page about the preparing for war for an Encyclopaedia of WW2.

Think carefully about layout before you start.

You will need a double page. Divide your double page into four sections. 

• An introduction about air raids, shelters

• Blackouts

• Gas Attacks

• Wardens

Preparing for War
Introduction about why people 

needed to prepare for war –

bombs, etc 

Air raids/air 

raid shelters

Gas masks

Wardens 

Fire 

wardens 

Blackouts 

Gas attacks



Air Raids Gas Attacks
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for War







Andersen Shelters








