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Instructions for Use

For all of your subjects, there are certain facts that you need to know in order for you to best
understand the content you study in lessons.

In this booklet are Knowledge Organisers for each subject which contain the core concepts that
you have to know to be successful in your lessons. 

The first 15 minutes of Home Learning is the same in all subjects (apart from Maths) and should
be completed in your single Home Learning exercise book:

 Look: read a specific section of the Knowledge Organiser.

 Cover: cover it over or put it to one side;

 Write: from memory, write out as much of the information as you can remember for that section;

 Check: check back with the Knowledge Organiser. Anything missing or incorrect, add in purple pen.

 Review: information you didn’t recall the first time you may wish to check in a different format, 
such as repeating the process or creating revision cards.

The next lesson, your teacher will check that you have completed this process and you will be
quizzed in your subject lesson to see what you can recall.
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Instructions for Use : Example

Show My Homework for Geography says:    ‘Knowledge Organiser: How to Read Grid References’. 

1. LOOK: carefully read the section of the Knowledge Organiser which you are learning.

2. COVER: cover it over or put it to one side.

3. WRITE: write out as many details as you can from memory.

Write the date 
then title 

(subject: focus)

Lay out your page 
with sections or 

questions to help 

4. CHECK: check back over your answer with the KO. Anything which is missing or incorrect,
add in in purple pen.

5. REVIEW: if you had significant gaps or parts you didn’t understand, repeat the process from Step 1. 

Correct and add 
more detail 
using your 

purple pen. 
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is your Maths homelearning
You do not have a knowledge organiser for maths. This is because the best way to remember and understand mathematics is to 

do it. Write your Sparx password in the space below so you don’t forget it.

Sparx username: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

Sparx password: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………

How do I log on?

Go to www.sparxmaths.uk. Select Kingsbridge Academy and enter your username and password.

What do I have to do each week? 

Complete all of your Compulsory Section Sparx homework and get it 100% correct.  If within your hour of home learning time 
you should complete the target and optional sections which are designed to help you make better progress in Maths. 

How long should it take?

Sparx will adjust your homework so it should take about 1 hour. If you find yourself taking longer than this you should make 
sure you are coming for help on the difficult bits.

When should I do it?

You should complete your Sparx homelearning in the 4 allocated 15 minute slots in your homelearning timetable

What if I get stuck or can’t do it?

You can watch the videos, ask a friend or parent or ask a maths teacher (in person or by email). 

Why do I get different questions to my friend?

Sparx creates a custom homework just for you – because you are an individual. We are really pleased that we are able to offer 
you personalised homework.

Why do I have to do 100%?

We care about you and believe that you deserve to do well in maths. Students who do all questions learn more and get better 
results.

http://www.sparxmaths.uk/


Year 7 English – Gothic Writing

GAPS

G - Gothic narrative/descriptive writing

A - General audience 

P - To entertain

Genre Conventions

Supernatural - Things that don’t follow the normal ‘rules’ of the world 

Fear/tension - Scary, nightmarish, unfamiliar 

Involves past - Set in or haunted by the past.

Trapped - E.g. lost in the woods; locked in a room

Spooky setting - E.g. old castles, isolated houses, woods

Gloomy - E.g. set at night, underground or in thick fog.

Mystery – What’s happening can’t be fully explained.

Light / Dark Imagery

Darkness and light have been used as symbols 
in literature for a very long time.  Some 
common connotations of light and dark include 
- 

Light and dark imagery is very useful for 
creating atmosphere in gothic writing so 
remember to refer to your ‘dark and light 
imagery word – bank’.

LIGHT DARK

Understanding
Hope
Purity
Love
Truth

Fear
Hate

The unknown
Death

Ignorance

Word Choices

Using the ‘best’ word you can makes good writing into great writing.  
E.G.

How can I judge if it’s the ‘right’ word?
• The word adds specific information 
• It suits the gothic genre
• It adds interest to the sentence
• It suits the tone of the description
• It shows sophistication and precision.

‘The crumbling 
church rose into 
view’.

The verb ‘rose’ makes it sound like the 
building is moving, almost as if it is 
alive. 

Instead of… Try…

Scared Petrified, panic-stricken, hysterical

Dark Shadowy, gloomy, dusky

Broken Battered, ancient, ramshackle

Move Writhe, slither, creep, prowl, slink

Building long sentences

Snowball sentences (subject-first sentence)  
can be used to describe things in vivid detail –

The river was a thread of silver, cutting 
through the darkened landscape, reflecting the 
moon, leading the boat and me ever closer to 
the castle.

Pass-the-parcel (subject-last sentences) can be 
used for impact and to create tension.

Drawn by the rich smell of evening meals, made 
confident by the sound of relaxed and 
defenceless voices, anticipating a grand feast of 
its own, the wolf slipped unnoticed into the 
village. 

Finite Verb          Non-Finite Verb          Subject

Paragraphing using TiPToP

Change paragraph when you change 
time.

Change paragraph when you change 
person or introduce a new person.

Change paragraph when you change 
topic.

Change paragraph when you change 
place.

Indent OR leave a line to mark a new paragraph.

Mind-Map/Planning ideas

• List everything you see
• What’s in the foreground and background?
• What might you zoom in on?
• What would it be like at different times of 

day?
• What’s moving? What’s still?
• List sounds you might hear
• What is your journey through the place?
• What is the weather like?

E
n
glish
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Year 7 English – Gothic Writing

Word Classes

Verbs actions (run, conceal) or states (is, was, have).

Nouns names of things, people and places

Adjectives describe nouns (pale, gloomy, cold)

Adverbs tell you how actions are performed (gradually); modifies an adjective (quite foggy, 
more concerned) or another adverb (it is almost always raining here)

Prepositions indicate locations (the hat on the table), directions (look to your left) and time (be there 
by noon)

Pronouns used to substitute for nouns (e.g.. 'She' instead of 'Sarah') or refers to something 
mentioned elsewhere in the text ('the castle'...'it')

Noun phrases

Definition = a group of words built around a noun. 

The door was strange.

The old, slightly rotten door was strange.

The old, slightly rotten wooden door with a rusty black handle which he had never dared to touch was 
strange. 

BEWARE – Overusing or over-expanding noun phrases can be just as bad as not using any at all!

Types of Adverbs/Adverbial

Adverbs of Manner: Describe HOW

Adverbs of Time: Describe WHEN

Adverbs of Place: Describe WHERE

Adverbs of Frequency: Describe HOW OFTEN

Adverbs of Degree: Describe HOW MUCH

Adverbials

Adverbials are a word or group of words that usually 
describe time, place or manner (just like an adverb).

He peered inside.

He peered inside the well.

He peered inside the deep, dark well.

He peered inside the deep, dark well that terrified 
him

All of the above are adverbials of place.

Key 

Vocabulary

Definition Synonym

V
er

b
s

Brood Think deeply about something 

sad or worrying

Contemplate

Grasp To grab tightly or violently Clasp

Wince Make an involuntary grimace due 

to pain or distress

Flinch

Catapult To move suddenly/at great 

speed.

Propel

Evade Escape of avoid Elude

N
o

u
n

s

Tumult A loud, confused noise Uproar

Banshee A female spirit whose howl 
signals an approaching death.

Phantom

Desperation A sense of hopelessness Anxiety

Anguish Severe mental suffering Fear

Trepidation A feeling of fear about something 

that may happen

Apprehension

A
d

je
ct

iv
es

Dense Closely packed together Compressed

Grim Unattractive or forbidding Dismal

Spectral Ghost-like Ghostly

Grotesque Very ugly Repulsive

Oppressive Harsh and overwhelming Overbearing

A
d

ve
rb

s

Impulsively Without forethought; on impulse Spontaneously

Furtively In a way that attempts to avoid 

notice

Secretively

Intensely To an extreme degree Acutely

Ominously In a way that suggests that 

something bad is going to 

happen.

Menacingly

Eerily In a strange and frightening 
manner.

Creepily

E
n
glish
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KS3 Science Reproduction
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KS3 Science Reproduction
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KS3 Science Reproduction
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KS3 Science Reproduction
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KS3 Science Atomic Structure
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KS3 Science Atomic Structure
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KS3 Science Atomic Structure
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KS3 Science Forces
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KS3 Science Forces
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KS3 Science Forces
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Art History – Key Information
• There are 3 key phases in Art History: Traditional, Modern & Contemporary.
• Traditional Art = Art that is a part of the culture of a group of people, skills and knowledge of which are passed down through generations from 

master craftsmen to apprentices.
• Modern Art = Art in which the traditional styles and values of the past have been thrown aside in a spirit of experimentation, in particular art 

created between the late 19th and the late 20th centuries.
• Contemporary Art = The art of today, produced in the second half of the 20th century or in the 21st century. Contemporary artists work in a 

culturally diverse & technologically advancing world.

Artists References:
• Abstract art is art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of a visual reality but instead use shapes, colours, forms and gestural 

marks to achieve its effect.
• J.M.W Turner, 1839 was an English Romantic landscape painter who is famous for his expressionistic studies of light, colour and atmosphere. 
• Pablo Picasso (born 1881, died 1973) was a  Spanish artist one of the greatest and most-influential artists of the 20th century and the creator 

of Cubism.
• Paul Stone (a.k.a. My Dog Sighs) is a contemporary UK street artist who works with photorealistic paintings, recycled materials & sculptural 

installations. 
• Wassily Kandinsky (born 1866, died 1944 ) was a Russian artist, one of the first creators of pure abstract art in modern painting. 
• Yayoi Kusama is a contemporary Japanese artist and one of the world’s most influential female artists, inspired by her own experiences and Pop 

Art.

Career Links: Fine Artist , Curator

J.M.W. Turner, 1839 Wassily Kandinsky, 
1911

Pablo 
Picasso, 
1903

Yayoi Kusama, 
2017

Paul Stone (a.k.a. 
My Dog Sighs), 2018

Yr7 Art C.2  Knowledge Organiser: Making Sense
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Drawing & Painting – Key terms  
• Blending = creating a smooth transition between 2 colours.
• Colour mixing = creating your own colours.
• Composition = the arrangement of the formal elements in an artwork .
• Expression = Expression is using art to communicate thoughts & feelings.
• Layering = gradually building up colours to create depth.
• Limited palette = a small selection of specific colours used to create 

harmony in a painting.
• Mark Making =  is used to describe the different lines, patterns, and 

textures we create in art.
• Palette = the range of colours used by a particular artist or in a particular 

picture and the name of the board tray on which an artist mixes 

colours.

• Scumbling = painting a thin layer of paint with a dry brush over an existing 
layer

• Stippling = adding tiny dots of colour or texture -this technique was 
developed into an art style called Pointillism.

• Sgraffito = scratching through a layer of wet paint to reveal what’s 
underneath.

Colour Theory - Keywords 
• Intensity = how bright or dull a colour is.
• Primary colours are colours that cannot be 

mixed: Red, Blue, Yellow.
• Secondary colours are created by mixing 

together 2 primary colours.
• Tertiary colours are created by mixing a 

primary & adjacent secondary colour.
• Complementary colours = colours opposite 

one another on the colour wheel 
• Harmonious colours = colours next to each 

other on the colour wheel
• Warm / Cool colours = colours that evoke a 

feeling of warmth or a cool feeling 
• Monochromatic = tints & shades of 1 

colour

Yr7 Art C.2  Knowledge Organiser: Making Sense
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