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• Exploring features of 
song writing.

• How to compose as 
part of a group. 

• Using poetry as a basis 
for exploring lyric 
writing

Music + Poetry

➢ Keyboard skills –
melody and chord 
playing

➢ Arranging a piece of 
music – structure

➢ Ensemble skills

Skills

➢ Performing skills.
➢ Arranging skills
➢ Listening and 

analysing using key 
words.

Skills

➢ Keyboard skills
➢ Listening and 

analysis skills –
using key words

➢ Composing skills
➢ Performing skills

Skills

➢ Performing skills
➢ Improvisation
➢ Performing as part of a 

group.
➢ Listening skills and 

analysing  - using 
keywords.

Skills

➢ Playing chords
➢ Composing as part of a 

small group.
➢ Listening skills
➢ Instrumental skills
➢ Arranging skills

Skills

• Historical context of 
Rock and Roll Music –
how ‘popular music’ 
was born

• Links to Blues Music –
12 bar structure

• Improvisation
• Links to development 

of rock music

Rock and Roll

• History and context 
behind Musical 
Theatre

• Exploring the different 
types of song 
composition

• How to compose a 
song for musical 
theatre

• Listening exercises to 
help develop 
understanding

Musical Theatre

• Explore features of 
reggae music.

• How to perform and 
work as part of a group.

Reggae

• History of the Keyboard 
instrument

• Exploring different 
textures in music

• Structuring and 
arranging a piece of 
music.

The Baroque Keyboard

Year 8: Route 
map

Subject: Music

ASSESSMENT
Performing (group + 

whole class)
ASSESSMENT

Performing (group + 
whole class)

ASSESSMENT
Performing (group)

ASSESSMENT
Performing + composing 

(paired)

ASSESSMENT
Performing + composing 

(group)

ASSESSMENT
Performing (paired)

ARRANGING MUSIC • How to compose 
using Variation Form, 
which is a 
compositional / 
arranging technique.

• Using various themes 
and melodies we will 
see how music can be 
changed and 
developed.

Variation Form

➢ Arranging skills
➢ Composition skills –

composing a melody
➢ Performing as part of a 

group.
➢ Listening skills and 

analysing  - using 
keywords.

Skills

FUSION MUSIC
COMPOSING MUSIC


