
Blackawton Primary School 

NEWSLETTER  

  

 

Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

Dear Parents and Carers   
 
Today, we celebrated Hello Yellow Day, a national event led by the charity 
Young Minds to raise awareness of the importance of looking after our mental 
health and supporting one another. The day encourages children and adults 
alike to recognise that everyone should be ‘mentally healthy aware’ and that it’s 
okay to talk about how we’re feeling. 
 
It was wonderful to see the school filled with so much colour, positivity, and 
energy — children and staff all dressed in yellow to show their support. The classrooms and corridors 
looked so bright and cheerful! 
 
Throughout the day, children took part in a range of activities focused on wellbeing — from  
mindfulness and gratitude exercises to exploring ways we can care for ourselves and others when we 
might be feeling sad or worried. They also discussed the importance of kindness, empathy, and talking 
openly about their emotions. 
 
A huge thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support — whether through helping your 
child take part, dressing them in yellow, or talking at home about mental health. Together, we are  
helping our children build the confidence and resilience they need to look after themselves and one  
another. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Liam Fielding and Charlotte Buckle 
Headteacher       Deputy Head 

 

 

Friday 10th October 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 97% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 97% 

Class 4 96% 

Class 5 93% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



 

 

 

 

Monday 13 October 2025 Forest & Beach presentation to Yr4 parents 

Tuesday 14 October 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 2:15 to 3:15pm 

Wednesday 15 October 2025 Junior Life Skills and swimming gala, Yr6 

Wednesday 15 October 2025 Apple juicing day 

Friday 24 October 2025 Open classroom, 2:30 to 3:15pm  

Friday 24 October 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 3 November 2025 First day back to school 

Thursday 6 November 2025 RNLI water safety visit to school 

Friday 7 November 2025 School immunisations, Reception to Yr6 

Monday 10 November 2025 NSPCC workshops; Yr2, Yr5 and Yr6 

18th, 19th,  20th November 2025 Parents evening 

Wednesday 19 November 2025 SEND Parent Forum, 2-2:30pm 

Friday 21 November 2025 Children In Need 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Monday 15 December 2025 School panto trip 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church 

Thursday 18 December 2025 Open classroom, 2:30pm 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 Please note—More dates to come.  

Further school trips being organised, tbc. 

Finer details will be sent closer to events. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“I spy with my little eye” 

 

Nursery 
We've had a sensational week in nursery exploring the world 
around us using all five senses! We went on a bear hunt—
tiptoeing through grass, squelching through mud, and feeling 
brave along the way! Our barefoot walk had little feet exploring 
different textures — squishy, smooth, and tickly! We also used 
our sense of taste by taste testing juices—from sweet apple to 
zesty orange, their taste buds were                                                
tingling!  

We explored scented playdough, with                                                       
lots of curious noses guessing the                                                            
smells and our feely balloons were full                                                         
of surprises, helping us guess what’s                                                           
inside just by touch.   

A week full of wonder and exploration.  

 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
Class 2 have started their new units in Maths and  
English this week. We have immersed ourselves in 
many traditional tales and have fixed sentences, so 
they have capital letters and full stops. In maths we 
have used part whole models to create addition               
sentences. In PE we have played attacking and        
defending games and learnt how to get into space. We 
have also evaluated  
different play structures in 
DT. 
  

Class 3  

Class 3 have been busy writers this term, completing their 
fantastic guides on “How to Care for Different Dragon 
Breeds.” The children used their imaginations brilliantly and 
produced some wonderfully creative work!       

We are really enjoying our current class read, The Boy at the 
Back of the Class. As part of our learning, we even tried  
pomegranate, kindly donated by a parent – a fun (and tasty!) 
way to connect with the story.   

In Art, we explored gestural drawings, experimenting with 
expressive lines and movement. Everyone loved getting     
creative and seeing how their artwork could capture energy 
and emotion.   

In the Open the Book assembly, we watched The Gardener 
story come to life. It was a lovely reminder of kindness,     
patience, and how small acts can make a big difference. 

Class 4 
 

Class 4 have had a really full and exciting week. They took part in 
first aid training and were fantastic at learning how to stay calm and 
help others in an emergency. In maths, they’ve been getting to grips 
with rounding and estimating, using what they’ve learnt to solve   
everyday problems. Our geography lessons have focused on informal 
settlements, and the children have shown real curiosity about how 
people live in different parts of the world. We also joined the whole 
school for our Harvest celebration — a lovely reminder of how     
important it is 
to share, be     
thankful, and 
look after one 
another. 

 

Class 1 
 

We've been having fun learning about our senses 
in Class 1 this week: smelling, tasting, listening, 
touching and looking. The children have been 
enjoying making lots of smelly 
potions from herbs, playing the 
feely bag game 
and also tasting 
different fruit  
juices and then 
choosing their   
favourite flavour.  

 

 

 

 

Class 5 have welcomed a new member and everyone is 
delighted!   

We have enjoyed learning about factors, multiples, prime 
numbers and square numbers in maths.  In English, we 
have produced some thorough explanations for processes 
which interest us individually.   

We are now moving onto Kensuke's Kingdom and adding 
descriptive detail to stories, developing a plot, and       
characterisation.  We have also measured the amount of 
mould growth on our bread experiments, drawing some 
interesting conclusions. 

Class 5 



 

 

 

 

 
Forest School Focus: The Magical World of Mushrooms 
 

This week at Forest School, we explored the wonderful world of mushrooms! With so many mush-
rooms popping up in our outdoor area, the children were full of curiosity and questions. We had some 
fantastic conversations about just how fabulous fungi really are. 

We were especially fascinated to learn about the "Wood Wide Web" – the incredible underground  
network of mycelium that helps mushrooms communicate, heal, and connect the roots of trees.      
Nature's very own internet! 

The children got stuck in (literally!) with clay play, creating their own imaginative mushrooms, toad-
stools, and even fairy mushroom houses. Their creativity really shone through! 

We also tried our hands at decoupage, making beautiful mushroom-themed bookmarks using pictures 
of different fungi species. A wonderful mix of art, nature, and fine motor skills. 

One of the highlights of our week was gathering around the firepit, where we shared some funny 
mushroom jokes. Laughter echoed through the woods as we all agreed—we know that mushrooms are 
such fun guys, they get invited to every party! 

A huge thank you to the helpful children in Class 5 who raked and planted wildflower seeds in our   
dedicated wildflower area. We can’t wait to see a burst of colour when they bloom next summer! 

And a big thank you to Nursery, who helped to create a cosy hedgehog home! We had so much fun 
tucking it under a blanket of colourful autumn leaves—the perfect hiding spot for a sleepy hedgehog 
as the weather turns colder.  

Another sunny, joyful week of learning, exploring, and connecting with nature at Forest School. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
First aid—Mini Medics 

 

Over the last week, our children have taken an exciting and important step in learning how to 

help others by taking part in first aid training here at school. 

The sessions were specially designed for primary-aged children and delivered by Liz from Mini 

First Aid who made learning about safety and first aid both fun and practical. Through hands-on 

activities,        discussions and demonstrations, the children discovered what to do in common 

situations such as minor cuts and grazes, burns, embedded objects, nosebleeds and choking. 

The children were taught essential first aid skills to help them respond confidently in an emer-

gency. 

They also learned how to: 

• Stay calm and get help in an emergency 

• Call 999, 112 or 911 and explain what’s happened 

• Use basic first aid skills, including CPR, safely and confidently 

Our young first aiders showed fantastic enthusiasm, as you will see from the following com-

ments: 

“I enjoyed learning about first aid, and I had fun. Liz, who taught us, was great and very informa-

tive”. 

“I liked learning about first aid. It was really fun. I think it is good that we learn how to help in an        

emergency”.  

 



 

Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 

SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

 Vicky Llewellyn 
 SENDCo 
 



 

 

 
Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 

SEND Signpost 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Problem of the Week – Family fun!  

Have a go at this mathematical thinking to get your maths         
conversations happening at home. 

Miss Burt’s Recommended Read:  
 

As the leaves begin to turn and drift to the ground, our recommended read this week 
celebrates the beauty and imagination of autumn. 

 

Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert is a stunning picture 
book made entirely from real autumn leaves - 
turned into people, animals, and landscapes.  

 

As the wind blows, Leaf Man drifts away on a 
journey past fields, lakes, and forests,          
reminding us to look closely at the natural 
world around us. 
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Road Safety Reminder 
 

Due to a recent road closure, there has been an increase in traffic 
through French Furze.  Members of the community have noticed that 
some vehicles are travelling at significant speed through the estate 
and are concerned for the safety of all pedestrians, especially the  
children.  

 

We kindly ask all parents, carers, and visitors to please drive slowly 
and with extra care when passing through French Furze and entering 
the car park for drop-off and pick-up times. 

 

By working together and being mindful of our speed, we can help    
ensure the safety of all our children and families when accessing 
school. Thank you for your continued support in keeping our          
community safe. 

 

Breakfast Club’s hoglet rescue 

This morning, a hoglet was discovered alone at school by Lauren and the children at Breakfast 

Club.  Obviously everyone was very concerned so following the advice of ‘Prickles in a Pickle’, the 

hoglet was contained safely and then Lauren drove the hoglet to the ’Prickles in a Pickle’ for      

expert care.  They will keep Lauren updated on it’s recovery so that she can share any news with 

the children. 
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Available in school! 
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Farming and the Devon Local Nature Recovery Strategy: 
Thursday 16 October 6 to 7.30pm   

 

 

Find out how farmers and land managers can use the Devon 
(Local Nature Recovery Strategy) LNRS to understand the   
species and habitats in their area and the actions that could 
support their conservation and recovery.  

We’ll run through the LNRS website and interactive map,     
followed by a Q&A session.  

 

Register for a free ticket: 

Register for a free ticket for the Farming and the Devon LNRS 
– Farming and the Devon Local Nature Recovery Strategy – 
Microsoft Teams   

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/devonlocalnaturepartnership/1867281
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/devonlocalnaturepartnership/1867281
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/devonlocalnaturepartnership/1867281
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/devonlocalnaturepartnership/1867281
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