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Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we take a moment to look back over the term so far, I am reminded daily 
of just how incredible our children are. Their energy, curiosity and willingness 
to get stuck into every learning opportunity bring such life into our school.  
Whether they’re trying something new, supporting one another or showing real 
determination in class, they continually impress us with their attitude and  
enthusiasm. 
 
One of the things I’m particularly proud of is how confidently our children use their voices. They  
express their ideas openly, talk thoughtfully about their learning and play an active role in shaping the 
culture of our school. Our Rights Respecting Schools ethos sits at the heart of this—children show a 
strong understanding of fairness, respect and kindness, and they strive to make sure everyone feels  
included and heard. 
 
Naturally, there are times when emotions run high or friendships become a little tangled—as happens 
with all children. Games can change tone quickly, or situations can feel overwhelming. When these  
moments arise, we work closely with pupils to help them navigate their feelings and communicate clearly. 
We encourage them to speak up when something feels uncomfortable or unfair, and we support them in 
working through disagreements calmly so that relationships can be repaired with understanding and  
respect. 
 
As we move into the final stretch of the term, I want to acknowledge what a special community we are 
part of. The togetherness of our children, the dedication of our staff and the support of our families 
all contribute to a warm, ambitious and respectful school environment. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing encouragement and partnership—it truly makes a difference. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Liam Fielding and Charlotte Buckle 
Headteacher       Deputy Head 
 

 

Friday 28th November 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 95% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 96% 

Class 4 95% 

Class 5 90% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



 

 

 

 

Monday 1 December 2025 INSET day (non-pupil day for whole school & Nursery) 

Tuesday 2 December 2025 Christmas tree decoration assembly 

Monday 8 December 2025 Yr5 parents: residential talk, 3:30pm 

Monday 8 December 2025  Wreath making evening (book your place via fobs.org.uk)  

Tuesday 9 December 2025 EYFS Christmas trip  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)   

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Thursday 11 December 2025 EYFS Christmas fun run 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church, 2:15 to 3pm 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Panto trip (Yr1 to Yr6)  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)  

Thursday 18 December 2025 Toddler playgroup Christmas party, 10:00 in the Nursery hut 

Thursday 18 December 2025 EYFS Christmas party 

Thursday 18 December 2025 Open classroom Christmas tree trail, 2:30 to 3pm 

Thursday 18 December 2025  Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church, 6pm (meet in 

school hall from 5:30pm, details tbc) 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 . 

 

Please note: new dates could be added after this version of the calendar is published and all dates are 

subject to cancellation / change. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“Food for thought and sport” 

 

Nursery 
We have been having lots of fun with our story “The 
Tiger Who Came to Tea”. The children practised 
their fine motor skills while painting their own stripy 
tigers. They used careful brushstrokes, repeating   
patterns, and lots of bright colours to bring their     
tigers to life. In our role-play area, the children loved 
dressing up as animals and making all the different 
sounds.  We rolled up our sleeves to make cakes and 
practised spreading and cutting to make our own 
sandwiches. Great fine motor                                                   
practice and lots of fun! To                                                     
finish our week, the children                                                 
helped get everything ready                                                         
for a Tiger Picnic. 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
Class 2 have been immersing themselves in the    
Winter season in lots of subjects. We have created 
wintery spiral drawings in art inspired by the patterns 
we have seen in frozen spiderwebs. In English we 
have explored 'prosody' and how we can use our  
voices in different ways to perform poetry. We have 
found adjectives from a welly walk that describe just 
how cold it has been! In maths we have moved onto 
our new topic of shape and have been exploring both 
2D and 3D shapes. We have developed our             
vocabulary to include, vertex, and side and are experts 
now in counting the number of vertices a shape has. In 
PE we have enjoyed learning how to 'tag' in tag rugby, 
and developed effective passes in netball.  

Class 3  

Class 3 have mastered the positions in netball this week 
— and what a difference our brand-new netball bibs 
have made! Thanks to the generous support from FOBS, 
we’ve been able to learn where every player belongs on 
the court and how teamwork makes the game truly shine. 
What a great sport! We’ve also been exploring snappy 
subtitles in non-fiction writing, discovering how 
strong, punchy phrases can hook a reader's attention. 
From bold statements to surprising questions, Class 3 
have become experts in crafting headlines that jump off 
the page!  In art, we’ve been experimenting with light 
tones in charcoal drawings, learning how shading can 
create dramatic effects. Smudging, blending and  using 
gentle strokes helped us bring light and shadow to life — 
with some stunning results. 

Class 4 
 

This week in Class 4, our science lessons took a         
wonderfully messy turn as we explored how the digestive 
system works. After learning about the different organs 
and the journey our food takes through the body, the   
children carried out a hands-on experiment to replicate the 
whole process. Using everyday items to represent each 
stage of digestion, they squashed, squeezed and mixed 
their “food” to see exactly what happens inside us. It was 
equal parts fascinating and entertaining, and the children 
threw themselves into the learning with brilliant curiosity 
and plenty of laughter. 

Class 1 
We've been having loads of fun this week in Class 1 
thinking about Birthdays. The children have been     
planning a party for our toy dog who will be turning 5 on 
Friday! There 
has been lots 
to do - cards 
to write,           
presents to 
make, games 
to plan and  
of course 
cakes to 
bake.  

 

 

 

Class 5 have become engrossed in some wonderful poetry 
this week.  The level of their work is outstanding.  There is 
real depth and meaning and a lot of thought and creativity 
- well done team!  In maths, we have moved onto finding 
fractions of amounts and applying this to real world      
scenarios in the form of word problems.  It is tricky but we 
are making progress.   

Next week, Class 5 will be sitting some mock SATs.  This 
is nothing to panic about, just an indicator of where they 
all are and what help they need going forward. 

 

 

Class 5 



 

 

 

 

 Forest School News 

Crackling into Winter: This Week in Forest School  
 

This week reminded us that our outdoor classroom, as always, needs a bit of planning — 
and a bit of going with the flow — especially when the weather likes to keep things      
interesting. The days were cold but bright, which meant we could get the fire going for 
lots of classes, even Nursery, and dive straight into bread-making… hands first, of course. 
 

There’s something quietly lovely about baking your own bread over a fire. Everything 
slows down, conversations come easily, and laughter pops up just as often as the sparks. 
As our damper bread cooked on sticks and turned golden, we all agreed it tasted great — 
and that time around the fire was exactly what we needed. 
 

Around the site, children also made willow bird feeders, tried sawing to create their own 
little pouches, and crafted simple magic wands. Nursery children enjoyed the “mystery 
bag” game, guessing hidden objects, while many groups headed off on scavenger hunts 
and found pinecones, spiderwebs, ferns, moss, mushrooms, and feathers. 
 

Another lovely week in Forest School — building skills, sharing moments, and enjoying 
the outdoors together.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



Blackawton Primary School Noticeboard 

We have purchased a new bird feeding station , to encourage different birds to our grounds 
ahead of Bird Watching Week 2026.  If you have any feeders you would like to donate to the 

school, please do drop them into the school office.   

Eco News 
 

This week has been a busy and exciting one for our Eco Team! We have been hard at work emptying the 
school composting systems, which we have been filling throughout the year with leaves and garden waste 
from our grounds. Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we successfully dug out two full wheelbarrows of rich, 
composted material. 

This compost has now been used to mulch our garden beds, helping prepare the soil for our spring 
planting. Using our own compost helps reduce waste, improves soil health, and supports biodiversity—well 
done, everyone involved! 

And that’s not all… 

We are delighted to share that we have a beautiful new flower planter at the entrance of our school. It 
was handmade and generously donated by Taylor in 
Year 6 and his dad, Chris Wallace. We are extremely 
grateful for their creativity and hard work—what a 
wonderful contribution to our school environment! 

We look forward to planting up the new planter in 
the coming weeks, and we can’t wait to see it bloom 
as the spring arrives. 

Together we grow — thank you for helping make 
our school greener and more beautiful! 

 

After School Club News 
Communication skills were put to the test in after school club on 

Thursday, the children had a so much fun guiding their            

blindfolded friends around an obstacle course.  This was as much 

fun to watch as it was to play!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the office for after school club booking enquiries. 
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SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

As we move towards Christmas, many children begin to feel the excitement – but for some, especially those with 
additional needs, the changes to routine, sensory overload and general unpredictability can feel overwhelming. 
Here are a few gentle ideas that may help at home: 

• Keep routines where you can. Familiar mealtimes, bedtimes and after-school rhythms can make a big differ-
ence when everything else feels busy or “different.” 

• Use visual reminders. A simple calendar or countdown can help children understand what’s coming and pre-
pare for days that look a bit out of the ordinary. 

• Build in quiet time. Even five or ten minutes of calm after school can help children reset when they’ve had a 
day full of rehearsals, decorations, noise or excitement. 

• Give advance warning of changes. If you’re attending events, visiting family, or doing something new, talking it 
through ahead of time can reduce anxiety. 

• Keep things simple. Children don’t need every festive activity or outing. Choosing one or two meaningful tradi-
tions they enjoy is often enough. 

Plan for sensory needs. Christmas lights, music and crowds can be intense. Ear defenders, a cosy hoodie, or a fa-
miliar toy to hold can help children feel grounded. 

If you’d like to chat through anything, or if you’ve noticed your child struggling with the changes this season brings, 
please do feel free to get in touch. We’re always here to listen, problem-solve together, and help make this time of 
year as positive and manageable as possible for your family. 

Supporting Your Child Through the Christmas Build-Up Vicky Llewellyn 
SENDCo 
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Maths puzzle of the week - family fun 
Try this mathematical thinking to get maths conversations happening at home 

 

Miss Burt’s recommended read 

 

 

Snow in the Garden, by Shirely Hughes 

This beautiful Christmas anthology contains winter        
adventures, seasonal poems, festive recipes and easy-
to-make craft activities as well as Shirley Hughes'  
trademark warm and classic illustrations. Whether 
reading stories and poems, or following instructions to 
make beautiful crafts and Christmas treats, this book 
is the perfect introduction to this very special time of 
year. 
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Music  

Class 1 are continuing to consolidate their learning of beat, rhythm and pitch, with Christmassy songs 
and body percussion, as well as moving in time to a beat.   
Class 2 have been learning about instrument families within an orchestra.  They can recognise both 
the look and the sound of many instruments and are beginning to be able to describe an instrument's 
timbre.   
Class 3 are now using recorders and ocarinas to play many tunes.  They have learned many notes       
(D-D') this term and have started learning 2-part tunes to play as a group.   
Classes 4 & 5 are both continuing with songwriting and for some, learning about chords using        
glockenspiels as well.   Many have made good use of their ukulele skills to help them write their songs 
and prepare for  recording them.   

Christmas Decoration 

Our annual Christmas tree decorating will take place on Tuesday 2nd December 
and we will be having our usual assembly to launch the festive period. 

Please make a decoration for the school Christmas tree and send it to school 
with your child on the morning of Tuesday 2nd December.  Every child will have 
the opportunity to hang their own decoration on the tree.  

Please make sure that the decorations are not too large or heavy as we need to 
fit them all on the tree. 

Devon Wildlife Trust have a festive nature challenge for you!   

They are encouraging people to do one wild thing a day from the 25th December to 
the 5th January each year. In those quiet days between Christmas and New Year, winter 
wildlife is just waiting to be explored!  

These wild acts could be little things to help nature - like recycling a Christmas tree or 
feeding the birds – or ways to connect to the natural world, like trying stargazing.  

Parents and carers can sign up to receive a digital pack to help them to take part. The 
link is below. Please share with your school community as it’s a great activity to get  
families involved and engaged with nature over the Christmas holidays.  

 12 Days Wild | The Wildlife Trusts 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wildlifetrusts.org%2f12dayswild&c=E,1,wdtH53hIt-AlsVfWfzuSI4JqYGNP4f67UZcYXJQOyaNcM73fL3Vz_dSqV3dMW-_QILzaksR8FyK6UnQG813N3udQOqsh99bA5cCXPoaRpw,,&typo=1
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Garden Time have, once again, very generously donated us a Christmas tree. 

Not only did Garden Time donate us a tree, they also delivered it to school on Friday afternoon.   

With a bit of help, Chris and Jack brought the tree into the hall where it will soon be adorned with the    

children’s homemade Christmas decorations. 

Don’t forget that pupils need to bring their decoration into school on Tuesday 2 December. 

 

 

 

https://gardentime.biz/christmas-trees-at-gardentime/?utm_source=googleads&utm_medium=searchads24&utm_campaign=searchads25&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21865527784&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIy5mOnJCVkQMV3ptQBh3tCTFkEAAYASAAEgIKEPD_BwE
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After School Club is available from Mondays to Thursdays for pupils in Reception to Year 6 

3:20pm to 4:30pm: £6                                                                                                         

3:20pm to 5:30pm: £8 
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Father and Son weekend, 31 January - 1 February 2026: 

 Father And Son Weekend — Dynamic Adventures 

https://dynamicadventurescic.co.uk/father-and-son-weekend-1
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Available in school! 
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