
 

 

  

    

 

  

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 
River Nile A geological feature in Egypt 

visible from space. 

tomb A large vault for burying the 
dead. 

Pharaoh The supreme ruler of all of 
Ancient Egypt 

Shaduf A tool used to gather water 
from the River Nile 

hieroglyphics A type of writing that used a 
combination of pictures and 
symbols 

artefact An object of cultural or 
historical interest 

papyrus A plant that grew on the 
banks of the Nile. It was used 
as an early version of paper 

sarcophagus A large stone box that held a 
mummy’s coffin. Often richly 
decorated for Pharaohs 

Civilisation A group of people with their 
own language and way of life 

Settlement A place where people live or 
establish a community 
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 The River Nile was essential 

for Egyptian life 

 Hieroglyphics were only 

used by very wealthy 

Egyptians. 

 Most Ancient Egyptians 

spoke or wrote in arabic or 

greek. 
 Egypt is part of the continent 

of Africa. 
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