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Learning Guide for Parents and Students
The school supports home learning by providing lessons, resources, homework, and communication through Microsoft Teams, supported by several online learning platforms and additional educational resources. If a student cannot attend school due to medical or disciplinary reasons, the school will provide resources so learning can continue from home and disruption to education is minimised. 

Further guidance for parents on how they can support their child’s learning, including preparing for assessments and examinations, is available at - Study Hacks — From the Sidelines
How learning is provided

· All teaching materials are shared through Microsoft Teams.
· Students are automatically enrolled in Teams for each of their subjects.
· Teachers upload lesson resources, activities and assignments, homework and messages and updates. 
· Resources are available before the scheduled lesson time.
· Students access Teams using their school email account.

Weekly learning information

· Remote learning guides are published on the school website and the App every Friday.
· They are also shared on students' year group Microsoft Teams.
· Teachers can be contacted via email for questions about learning.
· Department Head email addresses are included in the guides for subject-specific queries.

Online learning platforms

Students may also be set work on:

· Seneca Learning (all subjects)  https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
· Up Learn (A-Level Science) https://www.uplearn.co.uk/
· Sparx Maths (Key Stages 3 and 4 Maths)  https://sparxmaths.com/
· Kerboodle (Key Stages 3 and 4 Science) https://www.kerboodle.com/

Additional learning resources are available on: 

· Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/
· BBC Bitesize Home - BBC Bitesize

Reading expectations

Research shows that regular reading has a significant positive impact on children's educational achievement, vocabulary development and wellbeing. We encourage all students to read for at least 20–30 minutes each day, both in and out of school. As a guide, students should aim to complete at least one age-appropriate book every two to three weeks, although confident readers may read more frequently.

· Read for pleasure regularly.
· Aim to read approximately one book per week.
· Access news and current affairs through The Day
https://theday.co.uk/
· Borrow books from the school library.

Passwords and support

· Students have Microsoft Teams for all lessons. They can access these Teams using their email accounts. 
· Teachers will regularly show students how to access the Teams groups. 
· Students record passwords for online resources in their school planner.
· If there are difficulties accessing digital resources, parents should contact the student's Year Manager or Year Coordinator, or the school directly at enquiry@holte.bham.sch.uk.

Good attendance is essential for academic success. Missing school can lead to gaps in learning that may affect a student's confidence, progress and achievement. Although we provide learning resources when necessary, attending school remains the best way for students to access high-quality teaching and support.












































	Year 7 

	Head of Department: Miss Allen | s.allen@holte.bham.sch.uk 

	What is your child learning this term?

	This Autumn term, we welcome a new cohort of students to Holte School. Building from their experiences with primary music, Year 7 students will be continuing with developing their understanding of the musical elements and developing their singing. 
In the first Autumn half-term, we will be exploring our use of voice and the musical elements of pitch, pulse, tempo, rhythm and dynamics. Students will be formatively assessed throughout the term, and ultimately throughout key stage 3, focusing on steadily developing music skills and knowledge strands.
In the second Autumn half-term, Year 7 students will be exploring African Drumming and percussion, learning to play in time, develop their understanding of rhythm, and learn to play together in an ensemble. 
The focus on rhythm helps our students to build an important foundation in music learning, paving the way for keyboard skills in the Spring term. 
Homework will be set on Teams every two weeks. 

Resources available:
Music theory lessons and exercises: https://www.musictheory.net/ 
BBC Bitesize KS3 Music site: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82 
Chrome Music Lab: https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/  


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	7E
	Mr Thomas
	African Drumming – PPT on Team. Read through the PPT and make notes on African Drumming. Read through and practice your clapping to these different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca once you’ve done so, have a go at clapping these African Rhythms. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHqj3boMwaQ 
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	7D
	Mr Thomas
	African Drumming – PPT on Team. Read through the PPT and make notes on African Drumming. Read through and practice your clapping to these different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca once you’ve done so, have a go at clapping these African Rhythms. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHqj3boMwaQ 
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	7U
	Miss Allen
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	7C
	Miss Allen
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	7A
	Mr Thomas
	African Drumming – PPT on Team. Read through the PPT and make notes on African Drumming. Read through and practice your clapping to these different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca once you’ve done so, have a go at clapping these African Rhythms. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHqj3boMwaQ 
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	7T
	Mr Thomas/ Miss Allen
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	7I
	Miss Allen
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	7O
	Miss Allen/ Mr Thomas
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	7N
	Mr Thomas/ Miss Allen
	African Drumming – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes.
Extended learning: Practice your rhythm reading and clapping the different rhythms: Rhythms → Eighth notes → Reading | Musicca
HW: Research African drum instruments and percussion. Include details about materials, area in Africa the instrument is from, what the drum/ percussion is used for, musical elements, and describing an example of a music piece or performance using the instrument. Due wb 23rd November 2026





	Year 8

	Head of Department: Miss Allen | s.allen@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	 In Autumn term, Year 8 students will be exploring two music genres of the world: The Blues in Autumn 1 and Indian Classical Music & Punjabi Bhangra in Autumn 2. 
In the Blues, students will be learning how to play the 12 Bar Blues on keyboard, as well as learning to play a walking bassline in their left hand. Students will be developing their understanding of melody and rhythm, learning to also play in “swing” rhythm, made popular in 1940s America and UK. We will also explore the wider historical context of where the Blues originated and why the Blues is so important to popular music today. 
In Indian Classical Music and Punjabi Bhangra, students will explore the foundational elements of these music genres, exploring instruments, learning to play ragas, talas and practising chaal rhythms using drums and percussion. Students will also develop their understanding of music texture and structure through listening activities. 
Students will be formatively assessed throughout the term on music skills and knowledge strands, and a summative assessment in music performance will take place at the end of the topic.
Homework will be set every two weeks on Teams. 

Resources available:
Music theory lessons and exercises: https://www.musictheory.net/ 
BBC Bitesize KS3 Music site: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82 
Chrome Music Lab: https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/  
Introduction to Indian Classical Music: https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/resource/introduction-indian-classical-music 


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	8E
	Mr Thomas
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on the different types of Ragas.
Listen to these different Ragas https://raag-hindustani.com/Scales2.html and have a go a trying to figure out some of the notes played using the virtual keyboard https://www.musicca.com/piano
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	8D
	Mr Thomas
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on the different types of Ragas.
Listen to these different Ragas https://raag-hindustani.com/Scales2.html and have a go a trying to figure out some of the notes played using the virtual keyboard https://www.musicca.com/piano
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	8U
	Mr Thomas
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on the different types of Ragas.
Listen to these different Ragas https://raag-hindustani.com/Scales2.html and have a go a trying to figure out some of the notes played using the virtual keyboard https://www.musicca.com/piano
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	8C
	Mr Thomas
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on the different types of Ragas.
Listen to these different Ragas https://raag-hindustani.com/Scales2.html and have a go a trying to figure out some of the notes played using the virtual keyboard https://www.musicca.com/piano
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	8A
	Miss Allen
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Raga Classroom - Sangeetapriya Explore different ragas, how they are played, and when!
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	8T
	Miss Allen
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Raga Classroom - Sangeetapriya Explore different ragas, how they are played, and when!
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	8I
	Miss Allen
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Raga Classroom - Sangeetapriya Explore different ragas, how they are played, and when!
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	8O
	Miss Allen
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Raga Classroom - Sangeetapriya Explore different ragas, how they are played, and when!
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	8N
	Miss Allen
	Indian Classical Music – What is a Raga? Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Raga Classroom - Sangeetapriya Explore different ragas, how they are played, and when!
HW: Research Indian Classical instruments and create a poster or presentation about at least 4 instruments. Include information about materials, how they are played, what part of India/ Pakistan they come from, what functions or events they are used for and descriptions of examples of performances and recordings with the instruments. Due wb 23rd November 2026














	Year 9 

	Head of Department: Miss Allen | s.allen@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	This term pupils in Year 9 will be exploring Reggae and Ska music, followed by Baroque music. Students will explore the features of both musical styles, learning to play syncopated Reggae keyboard and bass, culminating in a group performance. 
In Autumn 2, students will be exploring the features of Baroque classical music, learning to create their own melodies based on well-known music pieces, in the Baroque style. Formative assessment in music skills and knowledge strands will be interwoven throughout the topic, so students develop a broad foundation in skills and knowledge. 
Music homework will be set twice a term for Year 9. 

Resources available:
Music theory lessons and exercises: https://www.musictheory.net/ 
BBC Bitesize KS3 Music site: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82 
Chrome Music Lab: https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/  
BBC Music: Understanding Music – Baroque: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8xyxfr/watch/zwj84j6 


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including deadlines & resources

	9E
	Mr Thomas
	Baroque Music _ Ground Bass and Ostinato. PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on Baroque music.
Have a go at sight reading and see how far you get. Start with Treble Clef and then progress to Bass Clef https://www.musicca.com/exercises/notes
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features, and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	9D
	Mr Thomas 
	Baroque Music _ Ground Bass and Ostinato. PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on Baroque music.
Have a go at sight reading and see how far you get. Start with Treble Clef and then progress to Bass Clef https://www.musicca.com/exercises/notes
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features, and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	9U
	Miss Allen
	Baroque Music – Ground Bass and Ostinato – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Practice your sight-reading here, sight-reading melodies: SightRead.org - Free Sight Reading Practice
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	9C
	Mr Thomas
	Baroque Music _ Ground Bass and Ostinato. PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on Baroque music.
Have a go at sight reading and see how far you get. Start with Treble Clef and then progress to Bass Clef https://www.musicca.com/exercises/notes
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features, and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	9A
	Miss Allen
	Baroque Music – Ground Bass and Ostinato – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Practice your sight-reading here, sight-reading melodies: SightRead.org - Free Sight Reading Practice
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	9T
	Miss Allen
	Baroque Music – Ground Bass and Ostinato – Lesson on Teams. Read through and make notes. 
Extended learning: Practice your sight-reading here, sight-reading melodies: SightRead.org - Free Sight Reading Practice
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026

	9I
	Mr Thomas
	Baroque Music _ Ground Bass and Ostinato. PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on Baroque music.
Have a go at sight reading and see how far you get. Start with Treble Clef and then progress to Bass Clef https://www.musicca.com/exercises/notes
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features, and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026


	9O
	Mr Thomas
	Baroque Music _ Ground Bass and Ostinato. PPT on Teams. Read through the PPT and make notes on Baroque music.
Have a go at sight reading and see how far you get. Start with Treble Clef and then progress to Bass Clef https://www.musicca.com/exercises/notes
HW – Read through the knowledge organiser about Baroque music. Then listen to two Baroque pieces, make notes on their musical features, and compare them. A list of Baroque pieces is on Teams as part of the HW assignment. Due wb 23rd November 2026




	Year 10

	Head of Department: Miss Allen | s.allen@holte.bham.sch.uk

	What is your child learning this term? 

	In BTEC Music this term, students will be embarking on Component 1: Exploring Music Product and Styles. Students will listen to a wide range of popular and world music, completing in-depth study of key genres and creating musical products in response to the genres. Students will have access to a wide range of music instruments, software and resources to support them, including after –school and lunchtime sessions. Students will begin to complete coursework for C1 towards the end of Autumn 1, continuing in Autumn 2. 


	Class
	Teacher
	Lessons, including homework deadlines & resources

	10A/Mu1
	Miss Allen
	Component 1 – Grime and Samba music – Resource pack on Teams. Go through the knowledge organizers, vocabulary and listening lists and make notes. Complete your own presentation on the musical elements and features, instruments, production, performance considerations and other relevant information on both genres of Grime and Samba. 
Also research two leading artists/ musicians from each genre and explain how they developed their genre of music.
C1: A2 – Using Charanga and following the lesson instructions on Grime Music, create your own Grime track lasting around 1 min 30 seconds.
Continue to work through the vocabulary tasks and listening activities across the next two weeks. Pack completion due week beginning Monday 16th November.
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