
Blackawton Primary School 

NEWSLETTER  

  

 

Creative - Confident - Caring 

We educate children so they can lead great lives 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
As we head deeper into the winter months, it seems as though every cough, 
cold, sniffle and mystery bug is determined to make its way through our  
community! We completely understand that this time of year can be challenging 
for families — the darker mornings don’t help, and sometimes it feels like just 
making it out the front door deserves a medal. 
 
With that said, we wanted to take a moment to highlight the importance of good attendance wherever 
possible. Every single day in school really does count. When children are present consistently, they’re able 
to build strong learning habits, keep pace with the curriculum, and feel confident in what they are  
doing. Just as importantly, regular attendance helps them stay connected socially — friendships,  
routines, classroom belonging and that sense of being part of something all grow with being here each 
day. 
 
Of course, there will always be times when children are genuinely too unwell to attend, and rest and  
recovery are absolutely the right priority. We trust you to make those judgements, and we know families 
are doing their very best during a season when bugs seem to circulate faster than Christmas cards! 
However, we do sometimes see children missing school when they could still attend, and even small dips 
in attendance can add up over weeks and months. Coming to school even on less-than-energetic days 
helps children maintain momentum, prevents gaps from widening, and keeps them engaged with their 
learning and peers. We are always here to support you in making those decisions. 
 
If you are ever unsure whether your child is well enough for school, please do reach out — a quick call 
to the office can help guide you. Likewise, if you’re finding attendance tricky for any reason (health, 
anxiety, mornings feeling overwhelming, or anything else at all), please talk to us. We will always listen, 
and we’re here to help find solutions that work for your child and your family. 
 

Thank you for everything you do — Your partnership makes such a difference. 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Liam Fielding and Charlotte Buckle 

Headteacher       Deputy Head 
 

 

Friday 21st November 2025 
Attendance to date 

Class 1 95% 

Class 2 96% 

Class 3 96% 

Class 4 95% 

Class 5 89% 

National 
expectation 

96% 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday 25 November 2025 ‘Secondary school life’ talk to Yr6 

25, 26, 27 November 2025 Parents evening  

Monday 8 December 2025  Wreath making evening (book your place via fobs.org.uk)  

Monday 1 December 2025 INSET day (non-pupil day for whole school & Nursery) 

Tuesday 9 December 2025 EYFS Christmas trip  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)   

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Whole school Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 Parent / Carer forum, 5:30pm 

Thursday 11 December 2025 EYFS Christmas fun run 

Friday 12 December 2025 Cake sale (Yellow House) 

Tuesday 16 December 2025 Nursery and Reception nativity in the church, 2:15 to 3pm 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 Panto trip (Yr1 to Yr6)  (please pay via fobs.org.uk)  

Thursday 18 December 2025 EYFS Christmas party 

Thursday 18 December 2025 Open classroom, 2:30 to 3pm 

Thursday 18 December 2025  Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 Candlelit Service in the church, 6pm (meet in 

school hall from 5:30pm, details tbc) 

Friday 19 December 2025 Last day of term 

Monday 5 January 2026 Back to school 

 . 

 

Please note: new dates could be added after this version of the calendar is published and all dates are 

subject to cancellation / change. 



CLASS ‘SNAPPY’ NEWS 

“Blackawton explorers” 

 

Nursery 
 

This week we stepped into the world of Goldilocks 
and the three bears. The children loved exploring the 
story through lots of activities. We had great fun 
measuring, mixing and                                                                    
tasting our own porridge.                                                              
The children created                                                                  
fabulous bear artwork and                                                             
had fun playing in the messy                                                             
oats and dressing up as bears                                                        
and goldilocks, acting out                                                         
the story. 

 

 

 

  

 

Class 2 
 

Class 2 have been comparing in both English and 
maths.  

In English we have written comparative sentences 
about the past and now. 

In Maths we have been comparing numbers within 
100 and ordering them. We have used compass points 
for cardinal directions and have developed ball control 
in netball and tag rugby.  

 

 

Class 3  

We have been learning about understanding our emotions and  
recognising the “inner animal” that represents how we feel and  
react. Whether our inner animal is calm like a tortoise or ready to 
roar like a tiger, we have been practising strategies to keep it steady 
and under control. Through discussion, role-play, and calming  
techniques such as deep breathing and positive self-talk, we are 
learning how to respond thoughtfully rather than react quickly. 
These skills are helping us become more confident, respectful, and 
resilient learners. 
In PE, we have been exploring different positions in netball. We 
now understand the roles and areas of movement for positions. 
Working as a team to pass, intercept, and move into space has 
helped us build cooperation and tactical thinking. We are looking 
forward to putting our new skills into action in full games soon. 
It has been a busy and exciting week, and the progress the children 
are making—both academically and emotionally—is wonderful to 
see. We are proud of their effort, reflection, and enthusiasm for 
learning. 

Class 4 
 

Class 4 had a really fabulous day in London this week, 
packed with fun, curiosity and plenty of shared smiles.    

The children loved exploring the Tower of London,   
spotting famous landmarks from the river during our boat 
trip and chatting together over breakfast on the train. Even 
the very squished tube journey turned into a moment of 
giggles and teamwork.  

It was one of those days where you could really see the 
class supporting one another, strengthening friendships 
and creating memories we’ll treasure for a long time. 

Class 1 
Class 1 had some special visitors on Thursday this week. 
Lucas and Reuben bought their quail chicks to school for 
the day and we enjoyed watching them eat, drink, 
scratch and snuggle under their heat lamp.  

 

 

 

 

Class 5 have had the best week!   

We started with a long walk to Washwalk farm.  This was the 
second visit and was full of learning and fun once again.  The 
children made soup from vegetables they harvested.  They also 
lit fires and made their own charcoal.  In the afternoon, they 
made Cob bricks and tried to build the tallest tower.  It was 
muddy!  On Tuesday, we had an amazing adventure to London 
and back.  The children were an absolute delight to spend time 
with and we enjoyed learning about crime and punishment at 
The Tower of London.  We discovered that the moat was used 
to grow vegetables during the war.  After hopping aboard the 
Thames Clipper, seeing the sites and visiting the Leake Street 
Graffiti Tunnels, we were well and truly shattered.   

Class 5 



 

 

 

 

 
Forest School News 

From Bug Hunts to Bread on the Fire – Forest School News 

One of the joys of learning outdoors is embracing whatever the seasons bring, and this week certainly 
offered us plenty to explore. Our youngest adventurers set off on a bug hunt, discovering how many 
minibeasts slip into a dormant state as the cold weather arrives. Curled up beneath logs and tucked   
under leafy piles, the children found a whole hidden world preparing for winter. 

As the winds picked up, other classes took advantage of the blustery weather by creating their own 
kites. Some even designed completely original models! Watching them run down the bank, kites     
dancing in the winter sun, was a simple but magical pleasure—made even more special by the delight 
on their faces. 

With the season shifting, many children were eager to help care for our Forest School space. Together, 
they tackled overgrown brambles, cleared out the much-loved mud kitchen “cupboards,” and moved 
fallen branches to strengthen our dead hedge. Their teamwork and pride in their outdoor area were 
wonderful to see. 

Towards the end of the week, the temperature dipped and frost glazed the ground—perfect conditions 
for a warming fire. We gathered to bake damper bread on sticks, a cosy and delicious way to keep the 
cold at bay and celebrate the joys of winter learning outdoors. 

What a fantastic week in our ever-changing Forest School! 
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We have purchased a new bird feeding station , to encourage different birds to our grounds 
ahead of Bird Watching Week 2026.  If you have any feeders you would like to donate to the 

school, please do drop them into the school office.   

School Celebrated in Devon Schools Publication for Leading the Way in Recycling 

The spotlight has been shining brightly on Blackawton School this month, as we were proudly commended by Devon  
Resource Futures to be recognised by all Devon Schools, in a publication photoshoot for our outstanding commitment to 
recycling and sustainability. The recognition celebrates the hard work of our pupils and staff, who have embraced a    
proactive approach to caring for the environment and reducing waste. 

Over the past year, our school has transformed the way we manage resources. One of our most successful initiatives has 
been composting green food waste from lunchtime. Instead of sending leftovers to landfill, the scraps now go straight to 
our compost bins, where they help to feed a thriving community of worms. This natural process produces rich compost 
that is used in our school gardens, teaching students about the full cycle of food and soil health. 

We have also taken big steps in separating dry mixed recycling. Pupils have become experts at sorting paper, plastic, and 
cardboard, ensuring that as much material as possible is reused rather than thrown away. Carefully labelled recycling 
stations around the school make it easy for everyone to do their part. 

Perhaps the most impactful achievement has been our work to minimise the amount of rubbish sent to the Energy-from-
Waste plant. While this facility converts waste into energy, it still contributes to carbon emissions. By reducing our      
reliance on it, we are helping to cut down the school’s carbon footprint and teaching pupils to think beyond the bin. 

The recent photoshoot brought huge excitement—our children were thrilled to be recognised for their efforts and said 
they felt like celebrities. Their pride has grown alongside their understanding of how small actions can make a big    
difference to the planet. 

We are incredibly proud to be leading the way in Devon and hope to inspire other schools to join us on the journey     
toward a cleaner, greener future. With passion, teamwork, and a shared sense of responsibility, our pupils have shown 
what true environmental leadership looks like. 

 

  

Eco News 
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Yr5 and Yr6 day trip to London 
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 ‘The Tower’ by Rosa Milner-Boehm, Yr5 
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‘The Tower’ by Rosa Milner-Boehm, Yr5 
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‘The Tower’ by Rosa Milner-Boehm, Yr5 
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   HEAD LICE 

   Please check your child’s hair!  

Head lice have been reported in school.  It is important to regularly check your child’s hair for head lice.  

The best technique is to use a head lice comb when the hair is wet, leaving in     conditioner and combing 

the hair in sections. When the hair is wet, head lice      cannot move so they are easier to comb out. Please 

note that they do not jump or fly, you can only catch head lice from head to head contact. If you find head 

lice, please treat appropriately: the wet combing technique eradicates the lice and eggs. This should be 

done every 3 to 4 days over a 2-week period to break the life cycle.  

If you require further information please have a look at Head lice and nits - NHS   

 

Yr 6 at Washwalk Farm 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


 

 

 

 

 

Maths puzzle of the week - family fun 
Try this mathematical thinking to get maths conversations happening at home 

Recommended Read:  

 
  
Ghostlines is set on the island of Ayrie, where Tilda is at her 
happiest. She thrives in nature, loves exploring and breathes 
in every moment of the wilderness. Living in a small and  
tight-knit community, Tilda is intrigued when a new boy,  
Albie, arrives. Tilda spends all of her efforts showing him the 
hidden treasures of the island, but to no avail, as he misses 
living life in the city. 
 
Despite his reluctance to be friendly, they explore a nearby 
haunted island and strike an unexpected friendship. 
Readers will find themselves absorbed in the cleverly crafted 
descriptions of the wild, while also rooting for the characters 
within. It is hard not to fall in love with Tilda and her  
determination to show everyone the importance of bonding 
with nature. 
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SEND Signpost 
 

 
   
  

 

 

 Vicky Llewellyn 
 SENDCo 
 

HAF Winter Delivery 
 

We are delighted to let you know that our Winter 2025 Holiday Activities & Food Programme is 
now live and there are plenty of spaces available for children in Devon. This year we also have 
some opportunities for family pantomime tickets available to book via the booking system and, 
as always, a wide range of fantastic provision for all eligible families.                                
 
We're now taking bookings for the Holiday Activities and Food Programme for this Winter - 
News 
 
Here is the link to the Booking System https://eequ.org/devonhaf please have a look - you can 
also view the schemes using a map as well. 
 

Some schemes this year also include hampers, and all provide either a hot or cold nutritious 
meal, alongside a variety of physical activities. 

I would be most grateful if you could spread the news far and wide within your teams and with 
those working directly with the families, so that as many eligible children can access schemes 
as possible. 

If you have any questions, please get in touch via haf@devon.gov.uk  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.devon.gov.uk%252Fnews%252Fwere-taking-christmas-bookings-for-the-holiday-activities-and-food-programme%252F%26data=05%257C02%257Clauren.col
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.devon.gov.uk%252Fnews%252Fwere-taking-christmas-bookings-for-the-holiday-activities-and-food-programme%252F%26data=05%257C02%257Clauren.col
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Feequ.org%252Fdevonhaf%26data=05%257C02%257Clauren.cole%2540devon.gov.uk%257Ccf04f55724664cd05f6c08de1c6aa7b7%257C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5b
mailto:haf@devon.gov.uk
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After School Club is available from Mondays to Thursdays for pupils in Reception to Year 6 

3:20pm to 4:30pm: £6                                                                                                         

3:20pm to 5:30pm: £8 
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Father and Son weekend, 31 January - 1 February 2026: 

 Father And Son Weekend — Dynamic Adventures 

https://dynamicadventurescic.co.uk/father-and-son-weekend-1
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Available in school! 
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