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As ever, it has been a busy month across school, with so much taking place
and many opportunities for our children. I must start by thanking our
parents and families for their fantastic support for our Rock Kidz Day today.
The effort that went into the children’s costumes was incredible, and it
certainly helped make the day a huge success. The children looked
absolutely fantastic, and there was a real sense of excitement and
enjoyment throughout the school. It has been a day full of fun, energy and
memorable experiences, and I am sure there will be some very tired
children this evening!

Earlier this month, we welcomed colleagues from the Local Authority to
school to discuss our school improvement priorities and show them around
our learning environment. It was pleasing to hear how complimentary they
were about the calm, purposeful and focused atmosphere they
experienced throughout the school. As I have shared previously, we are a
school on a journey to further improve outcomes for all of our children. We
are incredibly proud of the progress and achievements made over the past
two years, and we remain committed to ensuring every child receives the
best education and opportunities to succeed.



A Note from Mr Gawne ... Continued

While academic achievement is, of course, important, we are equally passionate about supporting
children’s personal development, wellbeing and sense of belonging. This month we were delighted
to take part in both Wear Yellow for Mental Health Day and Wear Green for Cerebral Palsy
Awareness, raising awareness of two important causes. Thank you to all of our families for their
generosity, support and contributions to these events.

One of our key priorities this year is further strengthening our Personal, Social, Health and Economic
(PSHE) curriculum. As part of this work, it was a privilege to welcome the team from No Outsiders
earlier this term. Their work aligns closely with our commitment to creating a school where every
child feels valued, respected and included. At Sherdley, we celebrate the fact that everyone is
unique. We embrace diversity and promote understanding, kindness and respect throughout our
community.

Everyone different. Everyone welcome.

Throughout October, children have also been learning about and celebrating Black History Month,
focusing on this year’s theme, Honouring Our Communities. It has been wonderful to see pupils
engaging thoughtfully with the contributions, achievements and experiences of individuals and
communities, developing their understanding of the diverse society in which we live.
As we approach the half-term break, I would like to thank all of our children, staff and families for
their continued hard work, support and commitment to our school community. Please take time to
rest, recharge and enjoy some quality time together. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
for another exciting and successful half term.

Wishing all of our families a happy, safe and restful half-term break.

Mr Gawne

www.sherdleyprimaryschool.co.uk

IMPORTANT REMINDERSIMPORTANT REMINDERSIMPORTANT REMINDERS



Important Notices

Healthy  Snacks

Increasingly, we are seeing some children bringing items such as full tubs of Pringles, large bags of sweets and
excessive amounts of chocolate in their lunchboxes. While occasional treats are understandable, these items
are not appropriate as the main content of a school lunch. We kindly ask parents and carers to support us by
limiting high-sugar snacks wherever possible.

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind families about updated guidance regarding food safety.
To help reduce the risk of choking, foods such as grapes must be sliced lengthways before being brought into
school. This also applies to small sausages and similar foods. We would ask all families, particularly those with
younger children, to support us by ensuring these items are prepared safely before being packed in
lunchboxes. As an allergy aware school, we also ask that any foods containing nuts are also not part of
children’s lunch boxes.

WhatsApp

We are continuing to face increasing challenges with the inappropriate use of WhatsApp groups, particularly
amongst some of our Key Stage 2 pupils. While we appreciate that some families may choose to allow their
children access to WhatsApp, parents should be aware that the minimum age requirement for using the
platform is 13 years old. We strongly encourage families to regularly monitor their children's devices, messages
and online activity.

A growing number of incidents involving inappropriate language, unkind comments and the sharing of
unsuitable images are taking place outside of school hours. Whilst these matters often occur when children
are at home and under parental supervision, they frequently impact friendships and relationships in school,
requiring significant time to investigate and resolve.

We have previously worked with our local PCSO to educate children about online safety and responsible digital
behaviour, and we have again contacted Merseyside Police to seek further support. We ask all families to work
in partnership with us by regularly checking devices, discussing online safety with their children and ensuring
they are using age-appropriate apps and platforms responsibly.

Concentration Aids 

We are seeing an increasing number of fidget toys and other small items being brought into school from
home. Whilst we recognise that some children benefit from the use of concentration aids, any resources
required to support learning will be provided by the school and agreed by the class teacher or SENDCo.

Unfortunately, we are finding that many of the items being brought in from home are becoming a distraction
to learning rather than supporting it. We therefore kindly request that fidget toys and similar items are left at
home unless specifically authorised by school staff. Please note that the school cannot accept responsibility
for any personal items brought into school that have not been allocated by the class teacher or SENDCo.
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Spotlight on Year 3 

My favourite part was
making clay pots. The

clay was soft and smooth
- Bobby G

I liked the soup. We played a
game searching for conkers. The

conkers with paint on were
poisonous - Carter

We wore stone
age clothes. It was
a fun day! - Lyra
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Last week, Year 3 had their Stone Age Day. Children
took part in activities such as tool making, clay pot

construction and modelled the building of
Stonehenge using biscuits and filming it to make a

stop motion animation.



Spotlight on Year 3 

We went outside and made
pointy tools by scraping flint on

the playground - Rose

I liked when we built
stonehenge out of custar
creams. We got to eat the

biscuits - Albie

I liked making clay pots. I like
making sculptures - Archie L

It was really fun and we got
to eat some stone age soup

- Mollie
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In the afternoon, children used different spices to
create Stone Age inspired art. We had some Stone
Age soup and foraged for food as hunter gatherers

on the playground.



School Council 
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Young Leaders
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Our Pupil Leadership Team will be established this half term. They
play a really important role in our school life. Through the work of
our prefects, school councillors and house captains, pupils help
to represent the views of their peers, support school events and

contribute to our positive school community.

I am delighted to share this year’s House Captains. They are
responsible for updating the housepoint rosettes in the hall and
encouraging their teams to gain and reord housepoints each

week.



Young Leaders
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Prefects 2026-27



Young Leaders
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School Council 2026 - 27

Will be shared  in 
KS2 celebration Assembly 

on Wed 4  Nov.th



Mental Health Support
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Mental Health Support
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New Website supporting mental health and suicide prevention - based
in St. Helens. Health partners across St Helens have come together to
promote a new website dedicated to supporting mental health and
suicide prevention. 

Created in St Helens, for St Helens - Sometimes.info has been
developed with input from local services and people with lived
experience to make it easier for residents to access mental health
support and find help when they need it most.

The website has been designed to be simple, accessible and
supportive, particularly for people who may be struggling during
difficult moments. Bringing together local services, self-help resources
and practical advice in one place, the site helps residents better
understand their mental health, access appropriate support and find
ways to cope with life's challenges.

Visitors to the site can explore information
on issues including anxiety, stress,
loneliness, low mood and suicidal

thoughts, as well as access tools and
techniques to support their wellbeing. The

site also offers guidance for anyone
concerned about a friend, family member

or colleague, helping people recognise
when someone may be struggling and

signposting them to local sources of help.

www.sometimes.info.



Safeguarding
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Safeguarding
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Safeguarding
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SUPPORT PROGRAM FOR MEN
AGED 18–30 FACING SUICIDAL

THOUGHTS

OUR DEDICATED SUPPORT PROGRAM OFFERS A SAFE,
STRUCTURED SPACE FOR MEN AGED 18–30 WHO ARE
EXPERIENCING SUICIDAL THOUGHTS OR BEHAVIORS. DELIVERED
OVER 12-WEEKS, EACH GROUP SUPPORTS UP TO 8
PARTICIPANTS THROUGH WEEKLY SESSIONS FOCUSED ON
MENTAL HEALTH, EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE, AND PERSONAL
GROWTH.

KEY FEATURES:

WEEKLY THEMES: COVERING TOPICS LIKE STRESS MANAGEMENT,
EMOTIONAL AWARENESS, HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS, AND
MINDFULNESS.
HOLISTIC SUPPORT: INCLUDES PEER SUPPORT, PROFESSIONAL
GUIDANCE, AND ACCESS TO ONGOING RESOURCES.
POST-PROGRAM CARE: MONTHLY FOLLOW-UPS, PEER GROUPS, AND AN
ONLINE COMMUNITY ENSURE CONTINUED PROGRESS AND
CONNECTION.
WHY IT MATTERS: SUICIDE IS THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR MEN
UNDER 50 IN THE UK. LOCALLY, ST HELENS CONTINUES TO SEE HIGH
RATES OF SELF-HARM AND SUICIDE. THIS PROGRAM DIRECTLY
ADDRESSES THESE CHALLENGES WITH TARGETED, COMPASSIONATE
SUPPORT.

STHELENSMIND.ORG.UK/HELP-AND-SUPPORT/MEN-AGED-18-30
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DSLs and Deputy DSLs are outside, around school most mornings. If
you have any worries or concerns, please speak to one of us. We

can also be contacted via the Sherdley email -
sherdley@sthelens.org.uk or the Parent App. If you would rather not
share information with the office team, you can request a call back

regarding a safeguarding worry.
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Term Dates - 26-27
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Autumn Calendar Events
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Craniosynostosis 
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Every year they light up
purple in honour of the

‘Cranio Warriors’ all
around the UK and we

managed to see this one
last night.

Steve Prescott Bridge will
also light up tonight for
the same honour of our

brave little ones who
have been through the

Craniosynostosis surgery.



Cerebal Palsy 
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Raffle tickets were sold to raise money for the Tunza Centre.
We raised -----

The funds raised will support local families by helping the
Tunza Centre continue its valuable work in developing
confidence, self-esteem and opportunities for children,

young people and vulnerable families. This year, the money
will contribute towards providing a Christmas Party for

families who attend the centre.

Thank you for your support in helping us celebrate inclusion
and raise money for this worthwhile cause.



Cerebal Palsy 
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Wear Yellow for Mental Health
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We wore yellow and said hello as we celebrated 10 years of standing out, starting
conversations and raising funds – so no young person feels alone with their mental

health. We raised
£324 for
mental
health

support in
our school.



Mental Health Support for Parents and
carers
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https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/


2026-2027 Whole School Attendance
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We look forward to continuing to work closely with our
families to ensure the best possible attendance for all of

our children. We understand that children can sometimes
be unwell, and to support attendance where appropriate,

prescribed medication can be signed into the school
office for children who are a little under the weather but
are still well enough to attend school. However, any child
with a temperature of 38°C or above should remain at

home until they are feeling better. Our attendance target
for all pupils remains 96%, and we appreciate your

continued support in helping every child make the most of
their learning opportunities this year.



Attendance: Health Advice 
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The ‘Sherdley Blue’ Clothing Bin positioned near to KS1
playground has raised £148.80 to date. Thank you and
please continue to send in your clean, unwanted
clothes and shoes.

Recycle and Raise Money
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Sherdley Shares
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Sherdley Shares
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Neurodevelopmental Drop in
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