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A note from Mr Gawne ...

Dear Families,

Welcome back after the half‑term break. I hope you all
managed to enjoy a well‑earned rest. After what always
feels like the long start to any new year, it’s hard to believe
that we’ve already reached the midpoint of the school
year. As ever, the new half term has begun at pace, with
lots happening across school.

Thank you to our Year 6 parents who joined us this week for
the SATs Information Workshops. We appreciate you taking
the time to attend and hope you found the session helpful.
For anyone who was unable to make it, a copy of the
presentation will be available on the Reach App, and staff
are more than happy to answer any questions you may
have.

This week also saw our Year 4 football team take part in a
competition at The Sutton Academy. The children
performed brilliantly and represented the school with
pride, narrowly missing out on third place. We are
incredibly proud of them.



A note from Mr Gawne ... Continued

Over the coming weeks, we have several exciting opportunities ahead,
including further sports competitions, Year 5’s involvement in The Panto Project
at The Sutton Academy, and a group of our Year 6 pupils attending a live
debate at St Helens Town Hall following the success of their workshops earlier
this year.

Within this newsletter, you will also find a few dates for your diary, including our
World Book Day celebrations next Thursday and 4O’s upcoming Class
Assembly.

A gentle reminder to all parents about respectful parking around school and
our uniform expectations. Our Uniform Policy is available on the school website,
and we kindly ask that multicoloured hair accessories and non‑uniform PE tops
or clothing are not worn. You may have noticed enforcement officers visiting
earlier this week, and we have been informed that further unannounced visits
will take place in response to concerns raised by local residents.

Finally, today we say a very sad goodbye to Mrs Cummins in our school office.
She has been a valued member of our admin team and will be greatly missed.
We wish her every success in her new ventures. Mrs Cummins out of the main
office is leaving Sherdley today - 
we send her our best wishes for the future.  
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As you will appreciate, the school office will get busier than usual
now with only one staff member in there so, can I please ask that
parents  bare this in mind when contacting school.  If you can use
the app or school email for any non-urgent queries, this would be
much appreciated. This may also impact some telephone calls

being picked up instantly during busier periods. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
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Children’s Mental Health Week 
Monday 9  - Friday 13  February th th

We ended the week in our pjs, which was fun as well as a bit
strange.This activity was chosen as a simple way to promote
comfort, emotional safety, and inclusion, all of which are
recognised as important factors in supporting children’s
mental health. It also provided a natural opportunity for staff to
talk with pupils about the importance of rest, sleep, self-care,
and feeling safe — key themes explored during the week.

The day was designed to make discussions around wellbeing
accessible, age-appropriate, and positive. Whole-school
activities such as this help to foster a sense of community and
signal to pupils that their wellbeing is valued alongside their
academic learning.

This year the theme for Child Mental Health week was- This
is my place. The aim was to encourage a sense of
belonging in friendships, school, and communities to
support mental well-being.

During the week, we discussed our Mental Health in an age
appropriate way. We particpated in a whole-school art
project reflecting on ourselves and our place in the world we
live. 

We hope you found the shared information and tips for
parents / carers useful. 
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Support for Parents / Carers: 

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

https://www.sthelensmind.org.uk/

www.kooth.com

www.qwell.io

www.nspcc.co.uk

Any staff member at school or

Mrs Bennett - Lead for whole school Mental
Health 

Mrs Stroud, Mrs Eccleston, Mrs Bridge - Pastoral
Support
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Safeguarding
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SEND Support
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Dressing up and down days
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Friday 13  March - Non-
Uniform Day - Donate an
Easter item for our Easter

Raffle. Eggs, chocolate,
teddies, colouring books, all

welcome.

th

Friday 20  March - Dress up  silly (or
with a splash of Red) - Donations can

be made on School Money. 

th

We will not be selling Red Noses.

Thursday 5  March th

World Book Day.
Children are invited

to dress up as a
book character for

the day. We will also
book swap - more

info to follow.



Easter Raffle 
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Spotlight on Year 2

We used these books to help us with our
writing.

We used this painting and
thought about what it told us

about the past.

What can you see that tells you
about what  happened in 1666?
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Year 2 have been learning  about
the Great Fire of London. 

We have read 2 books in our English
lessons: 

‘The Great Fire of London’ by Emma
Adams and ‘Vlad and the Great Fire

of London’ by Kate Cunningham.

We learnt lots of
things including how

to use past
progressive tense

and  writing
statements about

Samuel Pepys.

Our final piece of
writing was a diary

where we imagined
that we were there

during the Great Fire
of London. 

The Great Fire of
London started in
Pudding Lane in

Thomas Farriner’s
bakery.



Spotlight on Year 2
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In our History lessons, we retold the events of
the Great Fire of London using pictures to help

us.

We also compared what London was like in
1666 and what it is like today.

Our artist this term is Irina Sztukowski. She
creates art work using the colours of fire. We
have  created collages of her artwork so that
we can use it as inspiration when we make

our own ‘fire’ pictures.

Year 2 are looking forward to their Great Fire of
London experience day on Thursday 26  March
where they will get to dress up and re-enact the

events from 1666.

th



Attendance at Sherdley 

Month Sherdley Local - St Helens 

September 2025 17.4% 12.9%

October 17.4% 14.3%

November 16.4% 16.1%

December 15.2% 16.5%

January 2026 13.7% 15.7%
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Sherdley is working with our families to reduce the number of children
who are persistently absent from school. Children who have an

attendance of less than 90% are recorded by the DfE as being Persistently
Absent. We are really proud of the progress we are making to reduce our
whole school PA percentage. Ours is decreasing over time compared to

the local authority which is increasing. 

We will continue to visit random children who are absent on Fridays
whether parents have informed school or not. This day is highlighted

by the DfE, as a day with particularly low attendance at Sherdley.

Thank you for continuing to support us and the children.  

Our whole school
target



Events at Sherdley 
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