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Highbury Specialist Satellite 
Provisions  

 

Highbury Hive @ Withinfields (KS1) 
Highbury Hub @ Withinfields(KS2) 

Highbury Hub @ Copley (KS2)  
 

 

A partnership between Highbury Specialist School, Copley Primary 
School, Withinfields Primary School and Calderdale Council. 
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Information for parents / carers and professionals 

 
The Highbury Satellite Provisions 
 
The purpose of the Satellite Provisions is to provide another option for Key Stage 1 and 2 (KS1 and 2) children with 
significant special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and an Education Health Care plan (EHC). They aim to 
ensure that all children have access to high-quality, personalised teaching and learning, as well as inclusion 
opportunities within the mainstream school environment. Whilst the Satellite Provisions are based within a mainstream 
setting, they are essentially an extension of Highbury Specialist School; Highbury are named on their EHC plan, and 
the provisions are run by Highbury staff. The leadership and governors of all schools work in partnership and are fully 
committed to the Satellite Provisions. 
 
 
Highbury Specialist School   
 

 
Highbury is an outstanding school providing specialist 
education for children between the ages of 4-11 with a wide 
range of complex special educational needs and disabilities. 
All of the children at Highbury have a unique set of needs, 
skills and talents. With the right knowledge, expertise and 
specialist approaches we carefully shape the learning 
experience of every child to ensure that they all reach their 
potential or as we like to describe it, they shine! 
 
Staff at Highbury School receive additional training and 
professional development. This supports them to develop the 
skills they need to plan teaching and learning that results in 
outcomes for all children and removes barriers to learning for 
children with SEND. 
 

 
Highbury School has a range of wider professionals working within the school, all of whom work across all sites. These 
include; a behaviour and well-being team, play therapists, sleep practitioners, family support, sensory practitioners, 
speech and language therapists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists and many more. 
 
For more information visit www.highburyschool.co.uk          
  
 
Copley Primary School 
 

 
 
The Satellite Provision based at Copley opened in 2019. The Hub @ Copley caters for KS2 children. Copley School 
aims to provide a safe, happy and stimulating environment where children are inspired and individual achievements and 
efforts are celebrated. The school buildings and learning environments have been designed to take into consideration 
the impact of the environment on children’s learning, engagement and self-regulation. The children have access to a 
nurture room, library, extensive outdoor space including MUGA and garden area, and a large Science / Cooking room. 
In 2024 Ofsted rated Copley as ‘good’ in all areas, reporting that the school is highly inclusive and staff have high 
expectations in regard to learning behaviours.  
 
For more information visit www.copleynewroad.co.uk/  

http://www.highburyschool.co.uk/
http://www.copleynewroad.co.uk/
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Withinfields Primary School 
 

The Satellite Provisions based at Withinfields opened in 2023. 
The Hive @ Withinfields caters for KS1 children and The Hub 
is for KS2 children. Withinfields is a happy, inclusive school 
where inspiring teaching and learning supports all children in 
recognising and achieving their potential. The children have 
access to the full range of facilities available on-site including 
the large forest school area. In 2021 Ofsted rated Withinfields 
as ‘good’ in all areas. 
 
There is a significant benefit of offering KS1 and KS2 provision 
on the same site as it means that in some cases where children 
join at KS1, they do not have to manage a further transition 
should they continue to need Satellite Provision into KS2.  
 

For more information visit www.withinfields.calderdale.sch.uk/  
 
 
Aims of the Satellite Provisions  
 

• To provide highly personalised education which is planned according to the needs and priorities of individuals with 
SEND. 

• To ensure that all children experience success in their learning and benefit from increased self-esteem and 
confidence. 

• To prioritise functional skills that will ensure children’s access to the wider world and their safety. 

• To provide carefully planned, monitored and evaluated opportunities to attend lessons and activities in the wider 
school to ensure the Satellite Provisions offer genuine inclusion, integration and access to mainstream peer groups. 

• To provide an environment where children can learn successfully at a pace and in a way which best suits their 
needs. 

• To recognise and support the contribution of the wider family. 

• To support children to develop effective learning behaviour leading to increased self-regulation and participation. 

• To fully utilise the expertise of Satellite Provision staff in securing best possible outcomes for all children. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning Approaches 
 
Children in the Satellite Provisions are taught in small class groups of between 8-10 children. There is a Teacher in 
Charge and specialist support assistants (numbers may vary depending on class needs). Teaching styles are 
personalised and vary according to the needs of the children and the subject or skills being taught. The children will 
sometimes be taught as a whole class, in smaller groups or individually. Children learn in a multi-sensory way to support 
them to recall and apply their learning through concrete experiences and active approaches. The best research is utilised 
to ensure that children with specific learning difficulties will have access to evidenced-based approaches. The 
environment supports children to develop speech, language and communication, positive learning behaviours and meta-
cognitive skills.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.withinfields.calderdale.sch.uk/
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Pathways Curriculum 
 
The children in the Satellite Provisions follow the Highbury Pathways curriculum. The Pathways are designed to be 
highly personalised to the needs of every child in school, whilst also maintaining high standards and ambition. There 
are pathways for all curriculum areas and many elements you would see in the National Curriculum are present in the 
Highbury Pathways. As a specialist school, we place great emphasis on the functional application of learning in 
preparation for their futures. This may involve making links to their ‘real’ lives (e.g. learning key times in their home 
routines) or accessing the community (e.g. visiting shops, road safety).  
 
Below is an extract from the Highbury Numeracy pathway. For more information see the Highbury School website.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Assessing Pupil Progress 
 
The Satellite Provisions are monitored as part of Highbury School, 
and the children’s progress is assessed in a way which best allows 
the demonstration of small steps of progress across the curriculum 
and towards their EHC outcomes.  
 
Highbury School use progression steps by B-Squared (see 
example). As with all schools, Highbury must report on pupil 
progress to the Local Authority, governors and school inspectors.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
As a member of a Satellite Provision the children will: 
 

• Benefit from the rich array of experiences that are planned in the school curriculum, accessing learning within class, 
at Highbury, in the community and at their mainstream base school as appropriate. 

• Have targets which link to the outcomes agreed in their EHC plan. 

• Have annual targets that link to curriculum progress in Mathematics, English and Science. These targets are based 
on prior rates of progress and predicted achievement. Pupil progress meetings are held each term between the 
Teacher in Charge, the Headteacher and the Data Manager. Progress towards targets is tracked on individual pupil 
case studies. 

• Have targets which link to areas of need specific to them. This may include communication targets, self-help and 
independence targets, learning behaviour targets etc. 

• Be assessed towards their targets as part of daily assessment for learning. The Teacher in Charge will use this 
assessment to inform their planning. 
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Parent / carers will: 
 

• Receive a class timetable, personalised inclusion timetable and topic overview each half term illustrating what 
learning will take place in class, as well as ideas to help develop skills at home. 

• Be kept up to date with learning taking place in class via regular blog posts.  

• Be invited to attend three parents’ evenings each year where they are shown evidence of progress. 

• Attend a review meeting of the EHC plan every year and invited to make a parental contribution. 
 
 
 Example class timetable                                                              Example topic overview 

 
 
 
 
Evidencing Outcomes 
 
Evidence towards progress is collected in a range of ways and will include; written work, photographs, videos, 
observations and teacher tracking and assessment. Evidence books are kept for Mathematics, English, Science and 
Foundation Subject work (e.g. Art, History etc). These are shared with parents / carers during parents’ evening. 
 
 
 
Wider Achievement and Access to Resources 
 
In addition to the more ‘traditional’ tracking of progress, children in the Satellite Provisions will also be encouraged to 
recognise, celebrate and develop their wider skills and interests. As well as accessing the resources available at their 
mainstream base school, children in the Satellite Provisions will also utilise the many resources and activities available 
at Highbury School. They may access sensory regulation resources, swimming, rock climbing, horse riding, a music 
and PE specialist, learn about horticulture and how to care for the environment, and learn how to ride a two-wheel or 
adapted bike. Children will also have regular opportunities to learn in the community with planned educational trips and 
visits. The children will attend a weekly celebration where parents / carers and their families are invited to attend. 
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Opportunities for inclusion  
 
Both Copley and Withinfields have a well-evidenced commitment to inclusion where children are taught to accept and 
celebrate difference and diversity. Whilst children may need to be taught mainly in the Satellite Provision, it is anticipated 
that there are a variety of opportunities for them to develop their social skills during playtimes, lunchtimes, assemblies, 
extra-curricular activities, as well as learning within a mainstream class. Additionally, some mainstream pupils may 
access some sessions within a Satellite Provision. 
 
The Teacher in Charge will work alongside mainstream staff to identify lessons and activities where children can 
participate. This may be linked to a specific topic; for example, if a child has an interest in History they may join in with 
lessons on the Tudors, or if a child has an aptitude for sport, they could participate in the mainstream PE lessons. 
Children are linked up to a single class to allow opportunities to form friendships.  
 
At all times, inclusion opportunities into the wider school are carefully planned, monitored and supported by staff to 
ensure that outcomes are achieved, and children feel confident and happy. It is important to offer children in the Satellite 
Provision the opportunity to experience larger class sizes with mainstream peers who provide excellent examples for 
language and learning behaviour. Parents / carers are kept fully informed of all inclusion across school and children’s 
views are considered on a regular basis. When children from the Satellite Provision are working across school, they are 
supported by a member of staff. At times this may be very discreet support, and some children may progress to 
accessing the sessions independently.  
 

 
 
Placement at the Satellite Provision 
 
Places at the Satellite Provisions are decided by the Calderdale SEN Team in consultation with Highbury School and 
parents / carers. The process for admission to a Satellite Provision is the same as admission to Highbury. The current 
school needs to hold an annual or interim EHC review and are advised to ensure a member of the SEN attends. The 
review paperwork must document that the parents / carers, school and / or the Local Authority are recommending a 
change of placement (please note: the request does not need to be supported by all parties and may be a parental 
request only). It is also useful to include the reasons why the change of placement is being requested.  
 
The request to consult with Highbury will be managed by the SEN team and we advise that an additional note is added 
if you wish the LA and the Headteacher at Highbury to consider a Satellite Provision as a possible placement. The SEN 
team will then send the EHC Plan and review documents to the Headteacher at Highbury asking whether a place at a 
Satellite Provision is appropriate and available. 
 
Whilst there is no set criteria for whether a child is suitable or not, the following must apply:  
 

• Children must have an EHC Plan which identifies complex and significant learning needs and be able to successfully 
work with a Satellite Provision environment.  

• Children must be in KS1 or KS2 and require a personalised and specialist curriculum delivered alongside the 
National Curriculum, with appropriate differentiation and modification.  

• Children must be able to access some inclusion opportunities within a mainstream setting.  
 

All decisions on placement at the Satellite Provisions are made following consideration of both the EHC Plan and 
updated information from schools and other professionals with knowledge of the child. It is essential that the EHC review 
document is detailed and includes as much information about pupil progress and assessment as possible. The Teacher 
in Charge or a member of Highbury Senior Leadership Team (SLT) will observe the child in their current setting and 
may also arrange a discussion with key school staff. The parent view and the voice of the child is also a central element 
of the decision-making process.  
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Frequently asked questions 
 
 
What is a Satellite Provision? 
The term “Satellite Provision” refers to our specialist SEN classes which are based within a mainstream school. The classes 
are led by specialist staff employed by Highbury School.  
 
What school roll are children in the Satellite Provision placed on? 
Children are on the Highbury roll and Highbury School are named on their EHC plan. Placing children on the Highbury School 
roll allows them to follow a relevant curriculum with opportunities for over-learning, generalisation and consolidation. Children 
can also be easily disapplied from National end of Key Stage testing if required.  
 
How could this approach benefit my child? 
Children signposted for a Satellite Provision will have been identified as struggling to follow a mainstream curriculum in a busy 
class environment. Children in the Satellite Provision will have a significant learning need that requires them to work at a 
slower pace with overlearning and concrete opportunities to consolidate key skills. They are working below the level of their 
peers in most subject areas. Crucially, professionals working with the child will recognise the benefits of working in a small 
teaching group with specialist staff, and opportunities for regular access to mainstream peers who can provide good role 
models for learning, language and communication.  
 
What uniform will my child wear? 
In order to fully feel part of their base school, the children would wear the Copley or Withinfields uniform.  
 
Will my child receive transport support? 
Transport assistance is in line with the Calderdale home school transport policy. 
 
Will my child still have access to specialist services?  
Highbury staff are experienced in working with children with significant SEND. The referral process for specialist services 
would remain the same. Where appropriate, the Teacher in Charge can refer to services such as speech and language, 
Physiotherapy and Orthotics through the Highbury referral model. A range of specialist staff from Highbury also support 
children who attend the Satellite Provisions and their families; this includes (but is not limited to) NHS nursing staff, our FLO 
(family liaison officer), swimming teacher, play therapist and sleep practitioners. 
 
Who will I liaise with if I have questions or concerns? 
Each Satellite Provision is led by a Teacher in Charge employed by Highbury School. The Teacher in Charge is able to pick 
up on any concerns about your child. Parents / carers are invited to contact the Teacher in Charge via WeDuc (our home-
school communication system) or contact the school office. The Satellite Provisions are overseen by a Satellite Provision 
Manager and Highbury leadership team. 
 
Who will monitor my child’s progress? 
Your child’s progress is assessed and reported in the same way as now, via termly parents’ evenings and an annual EHC 
review. As your child are following the Highbury Pathways curriculum, their progress and targets are against our assessment 
tracker which is B-Squared.  
 
Which mainstream lessons would my child attend and how would they be supported? 
Each child has different strengths, talents and interests. Satellite Provision staff would look very carefully at each learner’s 
profile and in consultation with parents / carers and mainstream staff, determine which lessons they would benefit from the 
most. The level of support a child may receive would differ according to need and subject. The aim would be to ensure that 
children maintain their independence as much as possible and are not over-supported by an adult. The aim of the mainstream 
experience is to support confidence and self-esteem so children would not be placed in lessons unless everyone involved felt 
it would be successful. 
 
What transition support is available when my child is moving to a Satellite Provision?  

• Once your child’s place has been confirmed by the SEN team, parents/carers, existing school staff (e.g. teacher / 
SENCO) and any other specialists involved (e.g. SALT, Portage and Therapy services) will be invited to attend a 
transition meeting. Detailed notes are taken in order to inform your child’s pupil profile.  

• At this meeting parents/carers will receive an admissions pack. This will include key information, such as uniform 
expectations and term dates, as well as a variety of forms to complete and return to school (e.g. medical needs and 
consent forms). 

• The Teacher in Charge will visit your child in their current setting to introduce themselves, offer transitional support 
(such as social stories, visual calendars, photos) and complete a comprehensive observation.  

• Your child is invited to attend multiple transition events where they can access play and learning opportunities within 
their new class, meet their classmates and key staff.  

• Each child will receive a personalised transition book to give them reassurance and familiarity in the leadup to moving to 
their new school. If any additional resources / support is required this is organised on an individual basis.  
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• At the end of the Summer term (July) and beginning of the Autumn term (September) all children will follow the Highbury 
transition curriculum (RICE). The focus is on Relationships, Independence, Communication and Engagement. During 
this time, all children are supported to manage their emotions, understand and cope with changes. 

• The Highbury Family Liaison Officer (FLO) will contact parents/carers to arrange a home visit and offer any additional 
support.  
 

What support is available for parents? 
We recognise that being a parent of a child with additional needs can be challenging and at times isolating. It is important for 
all parents to have a strong support network, and school leaders, teaching and support staff, as well as other parents will 
hopefully form part of this. Highbury offer parent well-being and behaviour consultations, and access to training, our school 
nursing team, sleep support team, play therapist and Family Liaison Officer. As part of a Satellite Provision, you will also be 
welcomed into the mainstream base school community. All schools hold regular parent events.  
 
What are the options in terms of transition to High School?  
Each child is unique and as such will follow a different journey. The most suitable options are discussed during their Year 5 
EHC review meeting and families are supported every step of the way. Currently, Ravenscliffe School is the only Secondary 
Specialist School run by Calderdale LA. Trinity Academy Grammar and Halifax Academy run Resourced Provisions for pupils 
with SEN. Depending on the needs of their child parents may be invited to look at mainstream and independent options, as 
well as schools in other Local Authorities (e.g. Kirklees, Bradford and Leeds). More information is available on the Calderdale 
Local Offer. 
 
What do parents / carers say about the Satellite Provision? 

• My child is happy, safe and learning. He loves coming to school and has made loads of progress. 

• He is really really happy. It has brought out a different side to him. He gets up and is excited for school. 

• The Hub is very supportive of every aspect of her school life, teachers are very kind and helpful. 

• Communication is very good. The timetable sent home is really useful as I can prepare him for the day. He seems to do 
a wide range of activities. 

• She enjoys going to The Hub. We can see changes in her behaviour and she is trying to do things independently.  

• The Hub team are like a family to (pupil name). Without the nurturing support and consistent approach he would not be 
as successful.  
 

What do the children say about the Satellite Provision? 

• We go on an adventure. Sometimes we go to the woods and I like playing hide and seek. It’s nice when it is sunny. I 
stop, look, listen and then cross the road. I like playing on the MUGA and making friends with Springwood and 
Akroyden.  

• I love doing sentences in Literacy. I use the Magic 5 to make sure they are really good. 

• Highbury Garden School is fun. We help Tim to plant flowers, grow vegetables and dig.  

• I like helping people tidy up when free choice is finished. I want to be a teacher when I am a grown-up. 
 

What do staff say about the Satellite Provision? 

• The Hub is a superb asset to our school. Our children love interacting with both the staff and children. They help us to 
provide a wholesome and well-rounded learning experience (Copley Teacher). 

• Copley children absolutely love The Hub children sharing the school, lessons and playground with them. They are a 
pleasure to be around (Copley Teaching Assistant). 

• The Hub (staff and children) have been an amazing addition to our school. Our children love it when they join our lessons 
(Copley Teaching Assistant). 

• It’s wonderful to see the Hub children interact with the kids of Copley, it’s like they have been here forever (Copley 
Teacher). 

• The Hub children and staff are brilliant to work with, well-mannered and good as gold (Copley Teaching Assistant).  

• The Hub is a lovely and positive environment to work in. The teaching approaches in class are active and fun, and the 
routines and expectations are always consistent (Hub TA).  

• The children’s vocabulary and social skills have developed so much through integrating with their mainstream peers. They 
all love joining different classes at playtime, lunchtime and for lessons (Hub TA).  

 
How do I arrange a visit to the Satellite Provision? 
Parents / carers are first invited to visit a Highbury Specialist School where they will have the opportunity to watch a 
presentation, tour the school and speak with members of the leadership team about their child. Highbury School hold regular 
open events for parents / carers. Please contact the Highbury school office for more information on 01484 716319.  
 
 
Visit Highbury School website to watch a video (made by pupils from Copley Hub) about our Satellite Provisions. 
 
 
For further information on the Satellite Provisions please contact:    
 
Highbury Specialist School     Email: admin@highbury.calderdale.sch.uk      Telephone: 01484 716319      

Calderdale SEN team         Email: sen.team@calderdale.gov.uk 

mailto:sen.team@calderdale.gov.uk

