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ETHOS
STUDENTS FIRST!

• All staff, Trustees & governors working in partnership 
with parents and carers are focused upon the education 
of all our students. 

• Academic achievement and wellbeing is at the centre of 
all we do

• We are committed to and focused on developing and 
improving the learning of students by providing a high-
quality curriculum and learning experiences and that 
learning is at the forefront of all our minds.

• We aim to remove barriers and offer support to ensure 
students achieve well and reach their next steps in their 
learning pathway, whether that is university, 
apprenticeship or employment. 



Best Learning in year 12

2026.

Anything is 
possible!



The good news
✓Research concludes success at A level is 

down to 3 things alone

✓Having a goal or an aim

✓Organisation

✓Putting sufficient hours in



Even better news…

So the research shows-

Everyone can achieve the 
top grades



Taking charge
•Have an idea of what’s next 

eg specific course + grades needed    

(goal)

•Develop a weekly work schedule 
(organisation)

•Use the most effective Study Skills 
(put in the hours)



Best Learning
•Creating good study habits from the 
start of the year
•Making the most of each college day

•Making the most of lessons

•If you miss a day – 5 lots of potential 
learning lost and gaps you must fill 



Next year

2 year course - 69 weeks



Next year

20 weeks till 

PPEs – testing 26 
weeks of learning



Students 
have more 
hours 

after
college 
than a 
whole day 
in college



Taking charge

•A level grade C – needs 5 hrs private study per 
subject  - 12 in college, 3 hrs @ home pw

•A level grade A – needs 8 hrs private study per 
subject – 12 in college, 12 @ home pw



Taking charge
•Hours available pw after sleep – average 112

112 hours – 12 taught lessons = 100 hours

100 hours – 24 hours private study = 76

So, you can aim for A grades in 3 A levels and 
still have 76 hours a week free!!!!
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“ Success is the sum 
of small efforts, 

repeated day in and 
day out.’’
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Deep learning
•To maximise success learn deeply 
as you go 

•Don’t see revision as something to 
do just before PPEs/ final exams

•Establish a learning routine where 
you revisit information continually



Deep learning
• The process

•Pre reading – reading up on a topic before you 
do it in class

•Making good quality, memorable notes in 
lessons

•Reading and reducing the notes on the day 
you make them eg a revision card

• Scanning the notes before the next lesson

•Reading the card twice a month from then on



Psychology English La

English La Pyschology English Lit

Psychology

Psychology English La English Lit

English La English Lit

Using study 
periods to 

refresh 
content and 

make revision 
resources

Ideal



Best Learning

How 
the 

brain 
works

Wider 
reading

Highlighting

Note 
making 

–

reducing

Revision 
/ Flash 
Cards

Linking 
skills



Working memory
•needs to learn a concept several
times before it absorbs it 

•can hold 5-9 bits of info at a time 

•Works best – 20/30 mins at a time

Brain will hold 
1000 000 000 000 

000 pcs of info



Best Learning
• The brain likes:

colour

shape  

pattern * * * * * * * * *

symbols 

pictures
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4 Steps to Best Learning

1. Understand

2. Process

3. Create

4. Revise

Make sure you 
get it!

Make it your 
own words-
quality notes

Make a resource 
+  test yourself

Use resource to 
answer exam 
questions 



The more often 

you practise a skill 

or are exposed to 

information, the 

longer you’ll 

remember it -

shifting out that 

"forgetting curve" 

until that 

information / skill 

becomes a 

permanent part of 

your memory 

bank.



Best Learning
• Study for 20 – 30 mins at a time only

• Study in a cool, brightly lit place, at a desk/ 
table

•Reduce information down ( process), then 
create memorable materials – using colour, 
shape etc

•Revisit any resources twice a month

• The more often you practise note making/ card-
making the better you will get + the more you will 
recall



Success in year 12

• goal - commitment to studies 

•organisation/hours in

- nobody masters a skill or process 
immediately, studying needs time and 

practise
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“ Success is the sum 
of small efforts, 

repeated day in and 
day out.’’

Successful 
people are not 
gifted; they just 
work hard, then 

succeed on 
purpose 
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Lessons
Curriculum

What knowledge do we want students to acquire?
• Specifications shared with students
• Show students how to access revision materials, KOs
• Command verb definitions explained
• Recommended super curricular materials

Assessment
How we find out what students 
have learnt and use it to inform 

teaching?

• Assessments will be cumulative
• Contain exam questions
• Gaps from assessments need to be 

addressed

Teaching
How will we teach it effectively?

• Quality first teaching
• Appropriately challenging
• Use of exam reports and past papers
• Modelling exam technique
• NEA – students know where they are at and how to 

improve
• Folder checks – are students making accurate checks 

and not full of misconceptions





A level Study – How much learning is lost?

4 GUIDED LEARNING 
HOURS

INDEPENDENT STUDY WIDER READING



• They are often given new information in each lesson.

• They are expected to remember it all!

• Teachers are expected to identify their gaps with them.

• Together they work to close the gaps or address 
misconceptions.

• They are expected to act on feedback.

• They are expected to support their own recall through regular 
revision of prior learning.

• They are expected to read around their subjects to broaden 
their understanding.



• College = 25 hours with 12 hours of lessons

• A level grade C – needs 5 hrs study per subject  - 12 in college, 3 hrs 
outside of the classroom, @ home, private study or other non-
contact.

• A level grade A – needs 8 hrs study per subject – 12 in college, 12 hrs 
outside of the classroom, @ home, private study or other non-
contact.

If you have not started yet then you already need to do more to catch 
up…

Make a to do list each day.



• Students at Wigston College with 100% attendance beat 
their target grades!

• If you miss the DO NOW
• 10 mins per lesson
• 40 minutes per week
• 17% of lessons
• Attendance of 83% even if you attended every day

• If you don’t do the independent work that is another 20% or 
50%! 

• If you ‘just’ turn up to your lessons and are late every time 
your attendance to learning is 33%!

How can you expect to be successful?






