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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

As we begin our third week of the new school year, I wanted to take the 
opportunity to say a huge thank you for such a warm welcome to Maulden 
Lower School. 
 
I have genuinely loved my first couple of weeks as Headteacher. It has 
been wonderful getting to know the children, visiting classrooms, spending 
time on the playground and meeting so many of you at the school gate. I 
have been so impressed by how positively the children have settled into 
their new classes and routines, and it has been lovely to see so many 
happy, confident faces around school. 

One of the things that has stood out to me already is the real sense of community at Maulden. Our staff know 
the children incredibly well, the children clearly care about their school and there is a lovely warmth when you 
walk around the buildings. There is already so much here for us to be proud of and I am really looking forward 
to getting to know the school and its community even better over the coming weeks. 
 
You will often see me out on the gate at the beginning and end of the school day, so please do come over and 
say hello! I am always happy to have a chat, answer a question or help with anything I can. Building strong 
relationships with our families is really important to me and I hope you will always feel welcome and able to 
speak to us. 
 
I am incredibly excited about the year ahead and about working alongside our children, staff, families and 
governors as we continue Towards a Better Life together. Thank you again for making me feel so welcome, I 
already feel very fortunate to be part of the Maulden community. 
 
Mr David Cox 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY 
LIBRARY UPDATE 

Over the summer holidays, we have been working hard to make our library even better for 

everyone! 

We carefully reviewed the feedback from the library surveys completed by children in Years 2, 3 

and 4. Using your fantastic suggestions, we have added a range of exciting new books that we 

hope will inspire a love of reading and provide something for everyone to enjoy. 

We have also introduced speakers in the library, allowing us to create a calm and welcoming 

atmosphere with relaxing music, as well as giving children the opportunity to enjoy audiobooks. 

We hope these improvements will make our library an even more enjoyable place to read, learn 

and explore. 

We can't wait to share our new books and library enhancements with all of our pupils this term!  

 

 

 
SCHOOL LUNCHES 
APETITO 

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new catering provider, Apetito, and we are 

looking forward to introducing a range of exciting new meal options for our children. 

Over the coming months, we will be trialling a variety of dishes to give pupils the opportunity to 

sample new flavours and help us identify the meals they enjoy most. We hope this will make 

lunchtime an even more enjoyable experience while ensuring children continue to receive 

nutritious, balanced meals. 

We are also planning a special tasting event for parents, where you will have the chance to 

sample a selection of dishes from the new menu and find out more about what Apetito has to 

offer. Further details and a date for this event will be shared soon. 

We are excited to begin this new partnership and look forward to hearing feedback from both 

children and families as we continue to develop our school meal provision. 

 

Green Flag Award - Merit 

We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded the 

Eco-Schools Green Flag Award with Merit for 2026-27. 

This fantastic achievement recognises our whole-school 

commitment to environmental awareness and sustainability.   

A huge thank you to our staff for their support and enthusiasm, 

and especially to our Eco Council, whose commitment, ideas 

and hard work played a vital role in achieving this award.  We 

are incredibly proud of what they have accomplished and look 

forward to continuing our environmental journey together. 

Well done to everyone involved! 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
SPOTLIGHT ON PERSISTANT ABSENCE 

What is persistent absence? 

If your child takes too much time off school they will become categorised as 

PA or persistently absent. (Attendance below 90% = persistent absence).  

Missing school will make your child fall behind in lessons and will impact on 

their academic progress and achievement. 

Below shows how many days missed each half term will make your child a PA 

student: 

Half term 1 3.5 days off school from September until October half term 

Half term 2 7 days off from September until Christmas holiday 

Half term 3 10 days of absence from September until February half term 

Half term 4 12.5 days of absence from September until Easter  

Half term 5 15.5 days of absence from September until May half term 

Half term 6 19 days of absence for the full academic year. 

      

2025/26 Attendance

 

For more information regarding 

Studybugs and how to download 

the app please visit 

https://studybugs.com/about/

parents 

      

 

Free breakfast club provision 

available to children in Year 

R – Year 4 from 08:10-08:45.  

Breakfast served until 08:25 

 
Please contact the office for more 

information.   

 

These sessions are free to all 

pupils.  Everyone welcome - Just 

turn up and give us a try. 
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       OUR RECYCLING STATION HAS A NEW 

LOOK! 

We’re excited to share that our recycling station has been refreshed 

and expanded to help us reduce waste even more effectively. You 

can now drop off the following items: 

•     Batteries 

•                    Bread packaging (plastic bread bags, crumpet packets etc) 

•          Ink cartridges 

•              Book donations (used as new books for our library and pre-loved 

book sales) 

•        Coffee packaging 

•          Biscuit wrappers 

Thank you for helping us support a greener, cleaner community! 

 

      

ONLINE SAFETY GUIDANCE 
ONLINE SAFETY FOR UNDER 5S 

According to Ofcom’s most recent research, a significant proportion of children are already online by the 

time they start school, with 17% of 5 year olds owning their own mobile phone and 50% using messaging 

platforms. It is crucial that trusted adults recognize both the benefits and the risks of infants and toddlers 

using digital devices.  National Online Safety have complied their top tips to help the under 5s start their 

online journey safely: 

1. Use devices together 

2. Activate parental controls 

3. Manage screen time 

4. Talk about being safe online 

5. Set a good example 

6. Block in-app purchases 

7. Choose safe apps and sites 

8. Involve the family 

9. If in doubt, ask 

10. Support creative and active play 

https://www.mauldenlower.com/parents-carers/online-safety-guidance/ 

 

Eco Council 
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CLASS PE DAYS 

We have had an exciting summer updating our sports equipment and are delighted to share some 

of the new resources that have arrived ready for the new school year! 

Thanks to our sports premium, children will be able to enjoy a wider range of activities during 

playtimes, PE lessons and after-school clubs. Our new equipment includes skipping ropes, tennis 

and badminton sets, basketballs, and a giant KerPlunk game, which is sure to be a favourite with 

many of our pupils. 

These new resources will help children develop their physical skills, teamwork, coordination and 

confidence, while most importantly having lots of fun and staying active. We can't wait to see them 

being enjoyed across the school this term! 

 

 

IMPROVEMENTS TO SPORTS EQUIPMENT 

We have had an exciting summer updating our sports equipment and are delighted to share 

some of the new resources that have arrived ready for the new school year! 

Thanks to our sports premium, children will be able to enjoy a wider range of activities during 

playtimes, PE lessons and after-school clubs. Our new equipment includes skipping ropes, tennis 

and badminton sets, basketballs, and a giant KerPlunk game, which is sure to be a favourite with 

many of our pupils! 

These new resources will help children develop their physical skills, teamwork, coordination and 

confidence, while most importantly having lots of fun and staying active. We can't wait to see 

them being enjoyed across the school this term!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE DAYS 
Please come to school dressed ready for PE on your PE day! 

Pre School  
(Robins) 

Friday  Year 2  
(Hedgehogs) 

Tuesday 

Reception 
(Wrens) 

Friday Year 3  
(Woodpeckers) 

Friday 

Year 1  
(Rabbits) 

Monday Year 4  
(Kestrels) 

Friday 
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1.  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

  
  

1 
 

2 
 

3 
Welcome Back 
 
YR Phased 
Start 

4 
YR Phased 
Start 

7 
 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
KS2 Swimming 

 
Hotshots 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
KS2 Swimming 

 
Hotshots 

21 
 

22 
FGB Meeting 

23 
KS2 Singing Club  

24 
 

25 
Open Morning 
 
KS2 Swimming 

 
Hotshots 

28 29 30 
KS2 Singing Club 

  

Only dates for the current 

month are included in our 

newsletter.  Please refer to 

the website or Weduc for 

dates in the future. 


